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LORD, our Lord, how majestic
is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory in the heavens.
Through the praise of children and
infants you have established
a stronghold against your enemies,
to silence the foe and the avenger.
Psalm 8:1-2 NIV
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WCS Mission Statement
Wilmington Christian School provides a Christ-centered, challenging academic
program with instruction based on the Biblical view of God and the world.
WCS teaches, influences, and encourages each student to effectively integrate
Biblical truth into his/her daily life and to impact the culture for Christ.
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ANNUAL FUND

Mr. Stevens

LETTER

FROM

THE

HEADMASTER

PRAISE…It’s Not Just For Church Anymore
In our compartmentalized world in which we live, we tend to put the
different aspects of life into boxes…so too, with our spiritual life. This tendency
has been a centuries old struggle of dividing the sacred and the secular, church…
and the rest of the week.
Our worship has the same struggle. We speak of “praise & worship” as being
a particular time or segment of our church service when the entire service is that
of praise. In fact, this aspect of praise is to encompass all we do in between
Sundays. Praise is actually a holistic expression of our faith in the daily routine
of living. We were created to praise Him in all things (yes, even those troubling
things), and at all times. The “all” is where I have the most difficulty.
Here at Wilmington Christian School, we foster praise! One of the
dynamics of a Christian education is seeing God in all of faith and learning.
When we “see” Him in the course of children’s growth and development, it is a
living reality of that holistic expression of their (our?) heart, soul, mind, and
strength. Our year verse, Psalm 8:1-2, is a vivid reminder of how important
this is to God.
“O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.
From the lips of children and infants
you have ordained praise”
I do not believe I am stretching the point by saying that there is a mandate
here that children should be “raised to praise.” God has ordained it. He has decreed it, established it, and prescribed it. It is in our DNA to praise our Creator,
Sustainer, and Redeemer. His name is in the heavens and the earth. We are to
point that out…“Look, there He is!” “Do you see Him?” In the leaf, in the story,
in the tune, in the numbers, in the language…I could go on.
Christian education is infinitely more than just accumulating information.
It’s accentuating and acknowledging His handiwork in it all. It’s part of the
ordination God has given to children to praise. As you look through all the
photos and words contained in the PATHFINDER, take some moments to
praise God for “His praiseworthy deeds, His power, and the wonders He has
done (Psalm 78:4).” After all, praise is not just for church anymore…
Mr. Stevens

Thank you for your support of
Wilmington Christian School during the
2012-2013 academic year. Your participation helped greatly in advancing our
school. Alumni, staff, parents, grandparents and friends all together gave
gifts to the Annual Fund which totaled
$155,000. These gifts are powerful
because they go to work immediately.
Through your Annual Fund contribution,
you provided funding for academic,
athletic and co-curricular programs.
Contributions benefit the entire campus
of Wilmington Christian School and the
work of the Annual Fund is ongoing.
Please know how much your contributions, whatever the amount, strengthen
and sustain Wilmington Christian
School.
Consider making a gift to the
Annual Fund. You may now donate
with a credit card online by visiting our
website WilmingtonChristian.org/giving.
If you prefer to donate by check,
please make checks payable to
“Wilmington Christian School” and
mark “Annual Fund” on the memo line.
Mail your donation to:
Advancement Office
Wilmington Christian School
825 Loveville Road
Hockessin, DE 19707

We were
to

praise

Him
in all things
& at all times

Pathfinder Layout_Layout 1 8/12/13 8:17 AM Page 4

2

It truly was a
grand day!

GRANDPARENTS/
VIP DAY

Grandparents/VIP Day
was held, as usual, the Thursday before Good Friday on
March 28th. It was the last
major event before spring
break. The campus was
packed with excitement and
joy. Each Grandparent and
VIP was proud to be here to be honored. Parking and seating was
at a premium. It truly was a GRAND day!
National Honor Society students helped with parking, seating,
refreshments, door-holding, and greeting Grandparents and VIP’s as
they entered the campus. Many parent volunteers helped with the
organization and implementation of this grand day and event; it would
be impossible without their help. An assortment of breakfast treats,
fruits, and juices, along with the smell of coffee in the air, filled the auditorium foyer and high school lobby. Chatter was loud and everywhere
there was a feeling of a family reunion taking place.
Grandparent, Greg Driscoll, was our guest speaker. His grandson,
Gregory, will be in the 11th grade this fall and his grandson, Michael,
graduated in 2007. His speech was moving and sincere as he shared
from his heart the privilege and relationship he personally has with
WCS. He exhorted all who were present and love WCS to ask God to
unite our hearts and minds in support of WCS, with prayer, encouragement, time and, if possible, our giving. He asked God to bless what is
being done here and to sustain the school’s mission, vision, and impact
on students now and into the future.
Classroom presentations in the elementary school took place after
the Easter Chapel, “Easter: The Beginning of our Forever” presented by Headmaster, Mr. Stevens. Mr. Stevens’ message for
Easter reminded us, “This grace was given us in Christ Jesus
before the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed
through the appearing of our Savior, who has destroyed death
and has brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel.” Students had a half day schedule which officially
started spring break. By noon the campus took on the
look it would have for a brief week . . . void of students.
Wilmington Christian School would like to thank
Covenant Wealth Strategies, LLC, our sponsor for
Grandparents/VIP Day.
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RACE FOR
EDUCATION
Thank YOU! Thank YOU! Thank YOU! . . .
. . . for supporting the “Race for Education” held at WCS this past spring.
This year we raised over $23,000. A special thank you is extended to all the
contributors and sponsors of the event. This year’s addition of the silent
auction added to the excitement of the day as many stopped by to place bids
after the Race. Volunteers helped with everything from producing race
packets, helping homeroom teachers, making copies, stuffing envelopes for
mailings, stamping letters, counting and processing mailers, set up and
breakdown on the day of the event which kept the day running as planned.
Students enjoyed participating in the Race and outdoor time early in the
morning as parents, grandparents and siblings dropped by the campus to
observe and join in the Race. This year’s Race for Education was a success
because of you!
A special thank you to 9th grader Dominique Atwell-Bojarski who filed
hundreds of Race for Education mailer returns.

New this Year...

WCS Get Acquainted Night!

If you would like to be part of the
annual Race for Education/Auction
Committee this year please
contact the Advancement office,
rfoster@wilmingtonchristian.org.

Thursday,
August 29th
6-8 pm

All WCS Families invited, both new and returning
We’re excited about all of the new families enrolled
in WCS for the 13/14 school year, and are anxious to
catch up with our current families after summer break
(the campus is just not the same without all of you
here!).
Please join us for dinner in the cafeteria (compliments of Hepbron Food Service) from 6-8 pm on
Thursday, August 29th, and then take time to visit
classrooms and meet teachers and new classmates. Unlike previous end-of-summer dinners, there will be no
formal agenda, but rather, a relaxed get-acquainted time
for all of our families. Dinner will be served continuously from 6-8 pm. All students will be welcome to visit
their classrooms before or after dinner, tour the building, and familiarize themselves with the layout. Be sure
to check out some exciting new renovations done this
summer!

(There will not be childcare offered
this evening, but little ones are welcome to
stay with their parents throughout the
evening.)
Sometimes the first day of school can
produce jitters; our goal is to alleviate those
jitters in advance and help students and their families
meet new friends, meet their teachers, and get excited
about a brand new school year! Hope to see you there!
“Back to School Night” for Middle School & High
School parents will be held on Thursday, September
5th. Elementary parents will have their “Back to School
Night” on Thursday, September 12th. These evenings
are for parents only, and a great opportunity for more
in-depth information from faculty members on school,
classroom, and teacher expectations, and
classroom/grade level requirements.
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Pre-K

It’s hard to believe that we have finished our first year
in Pre-K3/4! The children are really “Growing in God’s
love” as our last bulletin board reminds us. This year they
have definitely grown physically. The children sprouted up
several inches and became quite proficient in running and climbing,
hopping, throwing and catching, crab walking (a class favorite), and
even playing basketball! Cognitively they have learned how to: count,
“read” each other’s names, write their own names, recognize colors,
shapes, numbers, and some letter sounds. They understand how the
calendar works and all about the weather and seasons. They have seen
first hand how wonderful the world is that God has created while
taking nature walks, planting and eating seeds, measuring the rain and
studying flowers, shells, space, creatures large and small, dinosaurs and
space in our Science Area. We also took field trips to Longwood
Gardens, Bellevue State Park and Brandywine Zoo. Socially, they have
learned the importance of showing God’s kindness through: being a patient and loving
friend, taking turns, sharing, and taking care of the earth through composting and gardening. Spiritually, they have started to build an early understanding of how they can
have a relationship with the Lord through prayer, singing praise songs, memorizing
Bible verses, and hearing Bible stories such as: the Story of Creation, Jonah and the
Whale, Abraham and Sarah, and their favorite,
Noah’s Ark. We enjoyed a celebration of all of these
accomplishments on June 3rd with parents coming
to our classroom for a slide show and performance
that highlighted our busy and exciting year. It has
truly been an honor to watch them grow in God’s
love this year.
Stacey Howle
Pre-K3/4 Teacher

3/4

GROWING
IN GOD’S

LOVE
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NEW CoACHING STAFF ADDITIoN
Robert “Trey” Speers,
Head Wrestling Coach
Joe Thomson is pleased to
announce that Trey Speers, an
accomplished high school and
collegiate wrestler, has agreed
to assume the Head Wrestling
position at WCS. Trey comes
to WCS from nationally recognized Messiah College
where he wrestled (captain his
Senior year) and played
lacrosse.Trey grew up in the West Chester area and
attended West Chester Henderson High School and
excelled in wrestling and lacrosse. Upon graduation Trey
returned to Henderson where he coached high school
wrestling during the 2009-2010 and 2010-2011 seasons.
Also during that time he worked in the investment in-

dustry at Morgan Stanley Smith Barney in Wilmington. He says that his goal is to “inspire an inquisitive
spirit in all areas of education and life through the
teaching profession.” He has a B.A. in History with
certification in Social Studies and English. Trey will
be joining our Middle School as the 7th and 8th
grade social studies teacher. He has recently purchased a home in the Kennett Square community.
Joe Thomson is very excited about adding fine
young Christian men such as Trey to our staff. He is
confident that through athletic experiences and accomplishments, coaches such as Trey will bring more
insight and guidance to our athletes as we develop the
“3 Dimensional Program” that will become the cornerstone of our Athletics.
We would like to extend our congratulations and
support to the newest member of the WCS Coaching
Staff.

NEW TEAM MEDIA RooM
This summer the Conference Room was totally renovated. Carpet was installed, a 60” flat screen TV with Apple
connectivity, and a new Athletics Department office was added. The goal for this year is to be ready to take our
coaches and athletes to the next level of our “3 Dimensional Program,” including offering greater capabilities for
team lesson meetings, sessions with coaches and FCA programs.
Joe Thomson
Athletic Director

Departures
DaQuan Gibson,
Bible Teacher,
Chaplain, and
Boys Basketball
Coach, will be
continuing his
ministry at Red
Lion Christian
Academy.

Keri Kondracki
has left WCS after
9 years to pursue
full-time missions
work in Eastern
Europe.

5

ATHLETICS

Athletic Sport Schedules
wcswarriorssports.com

Congratulations
State Champions!
Division II
Robbie King
Discus
Nat Hickman
High Jump

WCS says “Goodbye” to some very
special devoted staff family.

Raja AbouRahme, High
School Math and
Physics Teacher
and Math Department Head, has
retired after 52
years of teaching,
the last 27 years at
WCS.

Terri Soistmann
has left WCS to
pursue a career as
a full-time elementary school
teacher.

Kerry Weber has
retired after 17
years of teaching
at WCS: Elementary Music and
most recently,
Middle School
and High school
Vocal Music.

We thank Sharon Dever and Chris Brearly for long term substitute teaching this past year for
Nancy Cowchok and Steve Wood who will be returning to teach German and Math.

We will miss them,
may God bless
them for all the
commitment and
service they have
brought into our
school’s life.
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Strings PRoGRAM
The String
program is
open to students
in the 2nd grade
through high
school senior

I have just completed my 4th year
teaching strings at Wilmington
Christian School. There was a lot of
growth this year. By the end of the
school year we had 22 students in the
string program participating in private instruction and ensembles. The
students have worked hard; their performance level has really improved.
The string program is open to
students in the 2nd grade through
high school senior. Private lessons are
available to all students on all
string instruments: violin, viola, cello
and bass. There are middle and high
school ensembles; students enrolled
in the ensemble need to take private
lessons, but have the option of taking
lessons outside the school from another instructor. We are planning
on starting an ensemble for the elementary students in the fall of
2013. Ensemble is very important
not only educationally, but it is also
motivating and fun.

My goal for the Wilmington
Christian string program is to be one
of excellence. It seems rare to find a
school string ensemble that is at the
same high caliber as a school choir or
band program. I would like to see this
change. This takes practice and dedication on the part of the student and
support from the parents. The families that I have had the privilege of
working with at WCS have been very
supportive in making this program
work. The benefits to the students are
numerous. Music is certainly a gift
from God. It is a wonderful thing to
be able to play a musical instrument.
Doing it well is rewarding and fun.
Kathleen Hastings

Pathfinder Layout_Layout 1 8/12/13 8:18 AM Page 9

7

HIGH SCHooL BAND & CHoIR TRIP
Congratulations to the members of the WCS High School
Chorus, Jubilee Singers, Concert Band and Jazz Ensemble for
their outstanding performances at the Festivals of Music in
Virginia Beach on Friday, April 26th.
All four performing groups received a rating of “Excellent.”

INSTRUMENTAL CoNCERT
The WCS Middle and High School Instrumental Concert was held on Thursday,
May 16th. Even though the concert was moved indoors due to weather, the performance was superb. A special guest performance by Mr. Haas and Mrs. Campbell was one
of the many highlights of the evening.

WCS High School Student Bria Parker participated in the 2013
DFRC Blue-Gold Marching Band held in June. The DFRC mission is to
enrich the lives of Delawareans with intellectual disABILITIES.

PI

DAY

The Upper School had a special assembly to celebrate Pi Day. Some of the students’ entries for
the different contests were displayed in the lobby. Certificates and gift certificates were given to the
winners in the different contests. Mr. Jarrell & Mr. Brearly handed out certificates to High School
winners. Mrs. Schorn & Miss Kondracki handed out certificates to the Middle School winners. The
students enjoyed watching a video entitled “The Joy of Pi.”

MATH CONTEST
7th
1. Andrew Dingwall
2. Dave Shah
3. Joshua Chubbs

POSTER
6th
1. Olivia Thompson
2. Casey Kurlej
3. Macey Esper

11-12th
1. Aaron Miller
2. Carrie Pan
3. Yi Zhao

7th
1. Andrew Dingwall
2. Christina Bourantas
3. Saira Thomas
Will Breon

Geometry
1. Daniel Lutz
2. Elliot Miller

8th
1. Sara McNeill
9th-12th
1. Kelly McGrail

ESSAY
6-8th
1. John Wilkins
2. Brendan Malone
9-10th
1. Margaret Botbyl
2. Ryan Bradford
11-12th
1. Carrie Pan

MODEL
6-8th
1. Greta Baker
2, Andrew McNeill
3. Christian Reilly
Anna Schumeyer

9-12th
1. Jessica Drumheller
2. Peter Tuttle
3. Paige Wagner
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YoUNG READER’S DAY
The Elementary school celebrated Young Reader’s Day on Friday, March 15th.
“Pete the Cat” made a morning appearance, rocking in his school shoes, to get the day
started. To celebrate our joy of reading, teachers switched it up and read childhood favorites to other classes. Students were regaled with tales of Munsch, Polacco and Seuss
along with many other beloved authors. Kindergarteners “walked the plank” before listening to pirate tales and second graders learned how to peel and eat bananas just like
Ivan in “The one and only Ivan” by Katherine Applegate. Principal, Mrs. Campbell,
impressively made Hank the Cow Dog come to life for our
3rd grade. Pre-K(3) was sent on quite an extensive scavenger hunt throughout the school. Word has it that even
Mr. Stevens likes green eggs and ham (in a box, with a fox,
in a house, with a mouse) thanks to Mrs. “Sam I Am”
Stevens!
Students snacked on gummy “book” worms while the
day was rounded out with some D.E.A.R time (Drop
Everything and Read).
Lois Brooks
Elem. Library/Computer

Kindergarten
CELEBRATION

The Class of 2025 ended an exciting year in kindergarten with a celebration in the Fine Arts Center on June 4, 2013. Mrs. Campbell welcomed the
children and their parents, and gave thanks for what the Lord has done in the lives of these precious students. Mr. Stevens
opened the ceremony with a prayer for our students and their families.
The children then shared with the parents what they had learned throughout the months of kindergarten. Each
month was remembered with a song, a cheer, or Bible verse. The parents were delighted to hear their children recite Psalm
23 from memory. Music teacher Mrs. Debbie McNiel led the children in their favorite song, “Elephants Have Wrinkles.”
The students then gave their teachers a final hug and received a graduation medal. Mr. Stevens handed each child a
certificate of completion of kindergarten. Pastor Curtis Hill closed the ceremony in prayer.
Kindergarten teachers Mrs. Ruth Veenema, Mrs. Jackie Blatchford, and Mrs. Eda Duran all agreed that this was a very
special class. “It is a delight to see how much these children have grown this year, both academically and socially,” said
Mrs. Blatchford. “What energy these children showed all year round!” commented Mrs. Duran. Mrs. Veenema added, “We
trust God for his continued blessing on the children and their families.”
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5th
Grade
GRADUATION
Wednesday, June 5, 2013 was a day to celebrate if you
were a fifth grader at WCS! It was fifth grade graduation,
a special day in which to recognize students’ elementary
accomplishments and to welcome them into the Middle
School. What an exciting time for parents and graduates
alike. The ceremony was touching as students were highlighted, awards were announced, and finally diplomas
given to the students. During the event two fifth graders,
Charis Negley and Ciera Fowler, inspired us with their
thoughts about being a part of WCS. A special praise team
led the class in singing their chosen song, “I Will Follow”
by Chris Tomlin. Then two other students, Nate Blau and
Luke Sipala, made us smile as they shared a favorite fifth

grade memory. Finally, parent
Pastor Jon Boulet led us in the
closing prayer, offering thanks to
God for His work in each of the
student’s lives throughout their elementary years and asking for His continued leading in the future. Fourth grade
parents joined in the celebration by hosting a cake and
punch reception afterwards. The whole event was a
delightful culmination of students’ elementary grades.
Congratulations to all!
Amy Spangler
5th Grade Teacher

8th
Grade
GRADUATION
on Thursday, June 6th, thirty-three 8th graders celebrated the end of middle school with a graduation and
picnic. Emily Spangler sang a solo entitled “This Little
Light of Mine.” Morgan Fowler and Anna Baffone shared
their testimonies and the important role that WCS has
played in their lives. Anna said, “WCS has been an instrumental part of my growing faith because of many wonderful teachers and coaches.” Morgan declared, “God taught
me that everything in my life was happening for a reason

and that He had a plan for my life.” Becky Soistmann read
from Jeremiah 1, and afterwards Headmaster Bill Stevens
gave the eighth graders a word of encouragement based on
this Scripture reading. This is a remarkable group of students who are ready for high school and all that the Lord
has in store for them.
Gwen Campbell
ES/MS Principal
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Yearbook Dedication

52 YEARS oF

Mr. Raja Abou-Rahme is best-known
among the students as a teacher who expects
only excellent work from all of them. He
challenges students to reach higher and
accomplish more than they think possible.
Homework is submitted on time, and very
few students are ever absent from his class
Raja Abou-Rahme especially on a test day. As a result, Mr. Abouprovides an excellent Rahme is one of the most respected teachers at
example of a humble man WCS. He is a member of both the science and
math departments and served as the head of the
wholly committed to
Math Department.
God and to excellence
Born in Haifa, Palestine, Mr. Abou-Rahme atin education. tended schools in Palestine and Lebanon. He
earned both a bachelor’s and a master’s degree from
the American University in Beirut. Mr. Abou-Rahme taught
for twenty-three years in Beirut and was principal of Lebanon
Evangelical School until 1984.
His first-person stories of life in the Middle East are
compelling especially during the Civil War in Lebanon. He
required his students to do their homework while in the
bomb shelters which provided a sense of normalcy in their
chaotic world. In 1984, because the hostilities in Beirut were
increasing between the Muslims and the Christians, Mr. and
Mrs. Abou-Rahme and their three children immigrated to
the United States where he continued teaching math. Mr.
Abou-Rahme became an American citizen in 1989 but he
never lost his accent which is part of his charm.
Mr. Abou-Rahme began teaching at Wilmington Christian in 1985 and instantly became known for his attention to
detail in planning and his love for math. He supervised Math
League and the biannual Pi Day celebrations, two events
which are still going strong. Everyone looks forward to Mr.
Abou-Rahme’s guest appearance in Spirit Week skits. This
past year he was “Barnacle Boy” in the senior skit. Usually
seen in a white shirt and tie, he dresses down two days a year
when he wears his blue jeans at Keswick.
Raja Abou-Rahme provides an excellent example of a
humble man wholly committed to God and to excellence in
education. What he demands from his students, he demands
from himself as well.
It is with deep respect and sincere gratitude that the Class
of 2013 dedicates this yearbook to Mr. Raja Abou-Rahme.
You are excellent!

FIVE INTERNATIONAL
SENIORS GRADUATE

oF TEACHING
ExCELLENCE
Anna Zhang
Paul Fu
Shane Lee
Carrie Pan
Rooney Bang

China
China
Korea
China
Korea

All will be attending
universities in the
United States and
Canada.

If you would like more information
about hosting a student,
please contact Kelli Pitman
kpitman@wilmingtonchristian.org
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It’s another graduation day at Wilmington Christian and I am standing in the
back of the auditorium waiting for the signal to begin the faculty processional. I get
a chill every time I walk down the aisle
with my colleagues and I know many of
them feel the same way. The elementary
teachers remember the seniors as little
ones playing at recess and learning to read.
The middle school teachers think back to
the years when the students wavered between childhood and adolescence. For me,
I wonder how their four years of high
school passed by so quickly. It seems that
they were only freshmen last year.
We stand and the Class of 2013 enters
the auditorium and takes their place on the
stage. I watch them process and individual
memories flood over me as they walk by. I
see Julie, Christina, Peter and Max, as 7th
grade orphans in oliver, the last musical I
produced. I see Hannah and Liz, former
Poetry out Loud State Champions and
talented actresses in their own right. I
watch my Learning Support Students take
their places and I smile broader. They have
worked hard and are now ready to take on
the challenges of college. Madi sits on the
front row and I silently thank her for her
leadership as editor of this year’s Microcosm. I think about the newcomers, Ian,
Jake, Josh and Mike who were welcomed
into the class soon after they arrived at
WCS. It’s hard to remember that they
weren’t always part of the Class of 2013. I
am grateful for the International Students,
Anna, Carrie, Paul, Rooney, and Shane
who enriched my classes and broadened
our world view.
I remember how much fun the seniors
and I had on our recent trip to Europe.
Those memories will always live in my
photographs. I remember how many of
them prayed with my family as we waited
for my husband’s transplant. I tear up
when I remember the day, when as sophomores, they had organ donor added to
their driver’s licenses. A couple even asked
to donate.
They are seated now and the awards
and scholarships are being awarded. I am
pleased to see so many students being recognized for outstanding achievement in
academics and athletics. The Christian
Character award is given to Liz and Zach,
two students who had personally blessed
me throughout the years. Mr. Haas, challenges them to “immerse” themselves in
God’s Word and righteous living as they
enter the next chapter of their lives.

Just before the diplomas are given out,
there are six student speakers. It is evident
listening to them that the students are taking away many special memories of their
years at WCS. In their speeches, they
thank Moms and Dads for the sacrifices
made so that they could have a Christian
education. The speeches reference special
events and include inside jokes for the
teachers and classmates. one thing is very
clear through the entire ceremony is the
great affection and respect the students
have for the faculty and administration.
They actually thank us for being their
teachers in a variety of anecdotes. They
know they have been loved by the faculty
and staff while they were here.
The end of the ceremony has arrived
and the students’ names are read and
diplomas given out. There are hugs for Mr.
Haas and a quick pause for the official
photo before heading out to the audience
to find Mom and Dad. Each student gives
a rose and a handwritten thank you note to
his or her parents before returning to the
stage. There is time for one last group
photo before the recessional begins and the
class of 2013 becomes the newest WCS
alumni.
We head over to the elementary gym
for a reception prepared by the junior parents. The food is delicious and the fellowship precious. Mingling, I have conflicting
emotions. I am overjoyed for the graduates
anxious to begin the next chapter of their
lives and I tell them that when we hug.
Then it hits me that I am also saying
goodbye to some parents whose friendship
I have treasured over the years. Today,
their youngest child has graduated and
their association with WCS has formally come to an end. Maureen
Frankel expressed it best when she
said, “I feel like I am losing my family
today.” That’s another special aspect of
WCS that outsiders don’t realize…“a
cord of three strands is not easily broken.”
I hope that those who attended
graduation this year walked away
knowing that there is something very
special about Wilmington Christian
School and what we do here. I have
witnessed that first-hand for the past
26 years and I am humbled and blessed
to have played a small part in the lives
of these graduates.
Elle Straley
HS English Teacher

Graduation
A TEACHER’S
REFLECTIoN

Graduate
Max Sanders
as a Pre-K
student and as
a graduate.
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Amanda Aiello
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Emily Dodson

Kitsa Eleutheriou

Nathanael Foggy

Rachel Frankel

University of Delaware

Liberty University

Biola University

University of Delaware

Miles Hastings

Zachery Hayes

Joy Hickman

Nathan Hickman

Daniel Hutton

Donata Kazachkina

Wilmington University

Liberty University

Virginia State University

Peddie School

University of Delaware

University of Delaware

David Masilotti

Kristi McClure

Megan McGrail

James Mocniak

Jacob Moran

Carrie Pan

Delaware Technical &
Community College

Judson University

Temple University

Clarkson University

Biola University

Northeastern University

Maximillian Sanders

Eric Schafer

Brooke Sieber

Alyson Smith

Alexia Solis

Joshua Spangler

Penn State University

Washington College

Millersville University

Delaware Technical &
Community College

University of Delaware

Drexel University
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CLASS OF 2013
Christina Albrecht

Habin Bang

Kennadie Brady

Madison Bryson

Alec Ciarrocchi

Zachary Davis

Messiah College

Undecided

Geneva College

University of Delaware

Eastern University

University of Delaware

Yonggeng Fu

Christopher Glauser

Hannah Glavin

Larissa Hamilton

Nathan Hansell

Michael Harris

University of Washington

Goldey-Beacom College

Liberty University

The Paul Mitchell School

University of Maryland

Neumann University

Robert King

Elizabeth Landon

Pyeongan Lee

Faith LeGrande

James Ley

Dwayne Manlove

Penn State Mont Alto

Regent University

Santa Monica College

Delaware Technical &
Community College

Wheaton College

Northeastern University

Amanda Peirson

Matthew Pickering

Matthew Piscitelli

Peter Potecha

Michael Powell

Julie Robinson

Undecided

Wilmington University

University of Delaware

Liberty University

Immaculata University

Elizabethtown College

John Stagliano

Tyler Stanley

Michael Studer

Michelle Thompson

Daniel Toney

Ye Zhang

Wilmington University

Delaware County
Community College

Miami University of Ohio

University of Delaware

Wesley College

Undecided
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Kitsa Eleutheriou

“D

VALEDICTORIAN

In Christ, we have
nothing to be afraid
of because God’s
perfect love for us
has cast out fear.

o one thing every
day that scares
you.” Those are some
wise words spoken by
Eleanor Roosevelt. If
you know me, you’d
know that I hate public
speaking more than almost anything in the
world. I’ll never forget
my second day of
school here at WCS in
eighth grade. It was
first period, I was sitting in the front row of Ms.
Fowler’s English class, shaking nervously, praying that
she wouldn’t call on me next
to present my summer reading poster. Then came those
dreaded words, “Kitsa,
you’re next.” I just sat there,
motionless, petrified and
hysterical in tears, because
there was no way in the
world that I could get up in
front of a classroom, full of
kids that I didn’t know, and
talk to them. Thankfully,
Ms. Fowler didn’t force me
to present my project. That
day, I let my fear get the
best of me, and actually really embarrassed myself.
Today, however, there won’t
be any tears, at least not for
that reason. This speech is
my “one thing.”
Growing up, I was always worried about what
people would think of me; I
was worried that I would
say something wrong or
sound stupid when I talk,
and I didn't want others to
think less of me, so I kept

quiet. I had no confidence
in myself, and this was
where the problem lay;
that's why I was afraid to
speak in public or read out
loud in class or pray in front
of others. People, especially
my mom, would always say
“You know you’ll have to
speak all the time in college;
you might as well get used
to it now,” or “There's nothing to be afraid of - it's just
your friends!” But, for some
reason, I just couldn't get
over it. I couldn’t be that
carefree kid who wasn’t
afraid to laugh at herself.
I was never aware, however, that my lack of selfconfidence was the
underlying problem until it
was brought to my attention
by one of my close friends.
Some of the best advice I’ve
ever received has come from
Nate Hansell. He knew me
better than I knew myself at
times and began to tell me
quite often that I needed to
start being more confident.
I started to realize how
right he was. What did I
have to be afraid of? The
answer, was nothing. Slowly,
but surely, I didn’t dread
speaking in front of my
class as much. I still get incredibly nervous and my
face turns all red, but I don’t
protest anymore or try to
get out of it. I’ve learned
that while speaking, confidence is key, that if I mess
up it’s no big deal and that

no one will remember my
mistakes as much as I will.
High school has taught
me that you can’t be afraid
to put yourself out there because of fear. After all, with
God, we should have nothing to fear. Hebrews 13:6
says “So we can confidently
say, ‘The Lord is my helper;
I will not fear; what can
man do to me?’” I love the
way this is worded because
it doesn’t say “I won’t fear
this” or “I won’t fear that.” It
says “I will not fear.” Period.
In Christ, we have nothing
to be afraid of because
God’s perfect love for us has
cast out fear. Another Roosevelt, Teddy, said “Each
time we face our fear, we
gain strength, courage, and
confidence in the doing.”
So, Class of 2013, as we
go on from here to college
or wherever else life may
take us, I challenge you and
myself to not be afraid of
anything. Don’t be afraid to
speak up, to stand up for
what you believe in, to just
have fun and be able to
laugh at yourself because,
like Joshua 1:9 says, “…the
Lord your God is with you
wherever you go.”
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Emily Dodson

ver the last week, I
have realized that
writing this speech is infinitely harder than any essay
I’ve written for English
class. First, I needed a
theme, as opposed to receiving one from a teacher. I
also knew I wanted a few
quotes. Being Emily, of
course, these two tasks produced some stress. When finally deciding on a theme, I
thought I should introduce
it with some humor; more
stress. I wondered if I
should begin by stating that
the theme of my speech is,
“being yourself in a Kardashian world.” No one
would expect Emily Dodson to catalyze her message
of being yourself with a reference to the Kardashians.
When looking into
what quotes to include, I
knew that using an overused one would, most likely,
send me into cardiac arrest,
which eliminated the
Robert Frost two roads diverged in the woods quote.
In searching for a unique
quote pertaining to my
message, I gravitated to
E.E. Cummings statement,
“To be nobody but yourself
in a world which is doing
its best, night and day, to
make you everybody else
means to fight the hardest
battle which any human
being can fight and never
stop fighting.” Yet, I wondered if it was too long.

Through pondering my
theme and stressing over
the best way to present it, I
realized that being yourself
is the integral balance of
playing to your strengths
and embracing your weaknesses. God created us with
specific talents, hopes and
desires. 2 Corinthians 12:9
states “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power
is made perfect in weakness.
Therefore, I will boast all
the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the
power of Christ may rest
upon me.” He doesn’t expect
us to be perfect. Rather, His
desire for us is to live the
full life to which He has
called us. We don’t have to
resent failures or weaknesses
because, ultimately, those
weaknesses are the stepping
stones to building character,
endurance and strength.
While we should be
who God has created and
called us to be, we cannot
be so dogmatic in our pursuit of expressing ourselves
that we don’t allow constructive criticism. Last year,
during rehearsal for WCS’
production of “our Town,”
our director told me I move
my hands and head too
much. Being as those motions wasted the passion I
needed to deliver my lines,
she proceeded to take off
my scarf, tie my hands behind my back with it and
hold my head for the rest of

the rehearsal. There I
was, looking and feeling stupid, but it
worked. I was still
Emily with my hands
tied behind my back,
but, I was given the
opportunity to truly
bring every ounce of
myself to those lines.
There will be times
where situations or people seem to stifle the
very core of who we are.
We, with wisdom, need
to discern if our hands are
being tied back by the
world’s ideals, stunting our
growth, or rather, if in reality, they are cultivating and
maximizing our full potential.
Being true to yourself
will be different to each
member of the Class of
2013. As we will be confronted with situations that
will call us to make difficult
decisions, I challenge us to
remember who and Whose
we are. To end, I would like
to pose a question. Should I
have used the long E.E.
Cummings quote I previously read, or this quote
from Ralph Waldo Emerson “To be yourself in a
world that is constantly trying to make you something
else is the greatest accomplishment?” Being true to
Emily, I decided to use
both.

His desire for us
is to live the full
life to which He
has called us.

SALUTATORIAN

o
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Joshua Spangler
I

SALUTATORIAN

I encourage us all
to press on and take
seriously God’s call
for our lives.

n the 2012-2013 school year 53 seniors attended Wilmington Christian School.
What will we remember? Will it be the
chapels, Keswick, the Lounge, Winning
Spirit week, Prom, our trip to Quebec and
Montreal, our final sports games? Those
were some of the events we participated in,
but what did we learn? When we look back
and think of this year and our other years at
WCS, what lessons can we draw from our
experience? Since arriving here in tenth
grade I’ve learned many things but I will
narrow them down to two lessons.
The first lesson is your output depends
on your input. In other words, you must
work hard if you want to earn something. I
learned this partly through schoolwork. I
know sometimes an “A” may be too easy or
too difficult to earn, but this isn’t the
point. God isn’t concerned if we get
straight A’s or F’s (but don’t tell any parents
that) God cares about the effort we give. “So
whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do
it all for the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). Even
if a class is incredibly easy or insanely hard, you
still get what you put into it. When I came here,
I saw the benefits of working hard even though
grades or people around me didn’t always reciprocate the feeling. In running Cross Country
and Track and Field I was able to clearly see
this concept at work. Just like in any sport, those
who slacked off and walked every time the
coach wasn’t looking reaped the effects and didn’t help the team, just as those who worked at
their skills with their best effort reaped the rewards and pushed others to do the same. Sometimes I found myself on both sides of the
equation, both being content with less than excellence and at other times I would strive to be
greater. My mom loves to quote from Proverbs,
“the soul of the sluggard desireth and hath
nothing, but the soul of the diligent shall be
made fat.” Although she always applies this to
chores around the house, the message remains
the same. Those who are diligent will thrive and
not settle for mediocrity; I plan to do this by
the strength of God. Just like the apostle Paul “I
press on to take hold of that for which Christ
Jesus took hold of me.” I encourage us all to
press on and take seriously God’s call for our
lives.
The other lesson I learned was one which
was years in the making. It must’ve taken me
partway through junior year to be satisfied with

my move here from my old school, Avon Grove.
I remember the first day I came here. I woke up
in denial, put on an ugly school uniform for the
first time, and arrived here 40 minutes early because my Mom is the 5th grade teacher. I
must’ve had the sourest face on that day; looking back I think people got the impression I
took a huge bite of a lemon before talking to
them. I kept this attitude for awhile and probably too long in hindsight. I let the circumstances steal my joy and I dealt with it by being
angry or introverted. Somewhere along the way
God reminded me that I was truly blessed. I
had a family, a good school, health, but more
than that I had hope in a God who loves me
and I must take joy in that.
I realize now that our attitude greatly affects how we live. I found when I filled myself
up with Christ I had much better days. I know
that some of us see the situation before us,
whether it’s school, our future, or an irritating
job, as a chance to complain, sneer, call it unfair,
or simply say “forget this.” I used to have this
attitude and it brings nothing good; I still fight
it to this day. I see that we are adopted as sons
and daughters of God! This is where we find
our joy, not in our circumstances.
With our future up in the air it may seem
that we have no control and we lack certainty.
However, the one thing we can always control is
our attitude. We can be selfish or negative, but
this doesn’t work for me anymore. Pastor
Charles Swindoll said, “The remarkable thing is
we have a choice every day regarding the attitude we will embrace for that day; We cannot
change our past…we cannot change the fact
that people will act in a certain way. We cannot
change the inevitable. The only thing we can do
is play on the one thing we have, and that is our
attitude…I am convinced that life is 10% what
happens to me and 90% how I react to it.” That
quote was taped next to my computer at the
desk in my mudroom for a long time. I can now
see the meaning behind it.
Wilmington Christian has revealed these
lessons to me and while it has its flaws this
school stands for Christ and equipping the next
generation to stand for Christ, that’s something
you can’t shake a stick at. I would like to thank
all the teachers, coaches, mentors, administrators, my classmates, friends, family members,
and the LoRD who led me here today. I pray
that God would teach us to put forth our best
and shape our attitude to be more like Jesus.
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STUDENT SENATE
Wilmington Christian School hosted the
Delaware Association of Student Councils Spring
Awards Banquet. Among our guests were students
and advisors from Caravel Academy, Poly Tech, Middletown, Milford and Indian River High Schools.
There were over 100 students in attendance. During
registration a continental breakfast was served while
students had time to meet and greet. Lorraine Sitler
of Wilmington University was the opening speaker
followed by Keynote Speaker Carla Markell,
Delaware’s First Lady. Lunch proved to be a great
time for fellowship and fun. Awards continued with
Wilmington Christian being awarded Top Project,
Administrator of the Year (Mr. Haas, HS Principal)
and the Standards of Excellence Award.
Mrs. Tuttle
HS Student Senate Advisor

MINI-HISToRY DAY

A Collaborative Effort

This May, the seventh grade completed their 4th annual Mini-History
Day project. This was a collaborative effort between Social Studies,
Research Skills and English. In conjunction with their Social Studies class,
each student chose a person from the Renaissance to research. During the
fourth marking period, two days were devoted each week to working in
the Library, gathering primary and secondary sources. They transformed
their data into a small trifold display, including background information, a
timeline and the person’s accomplishments. They learned proper citation
and paraphrasing in Research Skills class, and in English class they wrote
a process paper about this assignment. They produced some excellent exhibits, gained new understanding of the importance of scientists, explorers,
artists and theologians of the Renaissance, and are now well-prepared to
begin National History Day in 8th grade.
Ms. Fowler, English
Mrs. Schultz, Research Skills
Mrs. Vincent, Social Studies

WCS AWARDS
Top Project
Administrator of the Year
Standards of Excellence
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2013 WCS
BLooD DRIVE
The 2013 WCS Blood Drive was a great success!
A huge thank you to all of the parents, teachers, staff
and students who stepped out and helped save lives!
The Blood Bank of Delaware did a fantastic job
transforming the Warrior Gym into a smooth running donation center. Student Senate volunteers
manned the snack station and provided well deserved
cookies and drinks along with a little laughter and
fun.
This year WCS had 40 donors come out to give
blood. overall, 34 were able to donate. What's extra
special is that for the first time WCS had 3 participants who qualified and were willing to donate double red cells. That's like donating 6 pints of blood!
We look forward to topping this year’s numbers
in 2014! Thanks to all of those who “did it for the
cookie”!
Susan Foster
School Nurse

HoNoR

SoCIETY

In April, nine high school
National Honor Society students and two National Junior
Honor Society students, along
with NHS advisor Cheryl
Schultz, spent the evening at
the Food Bank of Delaware.
They made food boxes to feed
needy families and prepared
meals for school lunch and after
school programs. Their willing
spirits were a blessing to the coordinators and they had fun
while serving.
Several group service projects are planned for each semester. Students are encouraged to participate in at least one a year,
as this gives them exposure to opportunities in our community
that they might not otherwise be aware of on their own. In the
past year, besides the Food Bank, we have served
together at the Sunday Breakfast Mission, Emmaus House,
Cokesbury Village (Christmas caroling), and Shoes2Share.
Cheryl Schultz
M.S. Teacher

MoCK
TRIAL
The Mock Trial team
competed the last week in
February at the courthouse in Wilmington. We had
excellent rounds against AI duPont, Salesianum, Archmere and Charter. Nate Hansell and Max Sanders
won Gavels for the Best Attorney and Best Witness.
We were very proud of the team’s performance and are
already looking forward to next year.
Jamie Stephens
H.S. Teacher
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th
Grade

4
STATE FAIR
Did you know that the capital of Vermont—
Montpelier—is the only capital city in the
United States that does not have a McDonalds
or that South Carolina has over 100 golf
courses? Did you know that lollipops were first
invented in Connecticut or that over 58% of
Mississippi calls themselves Christians—making
it the “most Christian state” in the United
States? Did you know that Maine’s state drink—
Moxie—was first invented as a cough syrup, and
that it is one of Mr. Horne’s favorite sodas? If
you were able to attend the Fourth Grade State
Fair on May 30th, you would have learned all of
these things and much, much more!
In fourth grade we study the regions of the
United States. The students learn the states that
make up each region as well as their capitals and
postal code abbreviations. They also learn the
specifics of each region: what landforms are included, what is that region known for growing
and why, what brought settlers to the various regions long ago, and why people go there today to
visit or live.
At the end of the third marking period, students choose a state to be their own. This is done
by putting all of the state names (except
Delaware) into a hat and having the student
draw out two, choose between the two and put
back the one that they don’t want. While we are
studying the regions in Social Studies we are also
studying weather in Science. The fourth graders
also do a Weather Project on “their state capital.”
So, even through Science the students are getting to know “their states.”
once they choose their state, students start
gathering information about it. Some students
even take a trip to visit their state. This year Savannah Klumpp went to Vermont with her family during Easter Vacation. The State Report is a
research project that teaches students how to
gather information, cite their sources and write a
research paper. The teacher teaches them how to
look up information, document it, organize it
and cite the sources where the information was
found. The students use their outlines to write
the report. This project is done in lots of small
steps that add up to a fabulously written report!
once the reports are finished, students start
working on their State Fair “booths.” There are
requirements of what needs to be displayed—
like a state banner, state flag, maps, state symbols,
etc.—and then lots of creative liberty is given.

Some students have raffles, some students have
trivia, some students have food “native” to their
state, some students have slide shows showing
pictures of their state, and some students have
games that involve their state.This year Mrs.
Brooks taught the students how to make
brochures for their states during computer class.
They wrote text and incorporated pictures. The
brochures looked professional! The students
passed out these brochures to people visiting
their booths. This fabulous activity that Mrs.
Brooks created is just one example of how the
specialists at WCS extend the classroom activities into their curriculum! Some interesting
things that could be found at State Fair were:
edible cactus from Arizona, delicious pulled pork
from Tennessee, watermelon from Virginia,
maple candy from Vermont, blueberries from
New Jersey, spices from Maryland, frozen
lemonade from Rhode Island, M&Ms that said
“Visit Nevada,” and much, much more!
State Fair is an exciting culmination to a
marking period of studying all of the states that
make up our great nation! It is an event that the
whole school—especially the fourth grade—
looks forward to each year. It is an event that lets
the students take what
they have learned and
creatively display it.
State Fair is one of the
favorite events of the
fourth graders—something they look forward
to all year long!
Kelli Pitman
4th Grade
Teacher
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BEHIND

T H EAT RE

DEPAR T M ENT

THE SCENES

People are always curious about
how things are done behind the
scenes in the theatre department.
Something that fascinates many are
how the characters are “created.” It’s
people like Katharine King, Maureen
Frankel, and Rosely Robinson that
turn teenagers from ordinary Wilmington Christian School students into
the characters we’ve seen performing
on stage opening night. Since this is
their last year working in the theater
department, a little light should be
shed on their achievements over the
years.
From 2006 to 2013, Mrs.
Katharine King has been working in
the Costume Department as
Wardrobe Supervisor. She is in
charge of finding all the costumes for
each actor. “I begin with a costume
questionnaire for each cast member,”
explains King, “This provides basic
information like sizes, provides space
for notes for costumes needed, and
documents the progress of costuming
with photos. With the help of cast
parents, we go through the bins of
costumes we have on-hand to pick
out things that might work. I also
contact theatre companies and universities to check on the possibilities
of borrowing or renting costumes. We
‘tweak’ a lot of costumes to make
them fit. My favorite part of costuming is creating costumes and making
them as authentic to the period as
possible. About a week before the
show, several people help to organize
the dressing rooms, make-up tables,
and we iron, iron, iron!” It is not an
easy job, but one that Mrs. King enjoys working in, but will not be helping out next year as her son, senior
Robbie King, graduated this May.
She is also turning her attention to
new activities, such as working for the
family business and running for “In-

spector of Elections” in her township.
King explained “Change is good and
necessary. My stepping down will
give someone else the opportunity to
take charge and bring new energy,
new ideas and creativity to the costuming. I’ve worked with several directors and they’ve each allowed me
to run with my ideas while I try to
bring to life the image they have for
the characters. Anyone can do this,”
added King. “There is a great sense of
accomplishment when we see our
students on stage, transformed into
their characters in the best costuming
we can create.” She has worked in 9
productions, and her cheerful disposition and talented fingers will be
missed.
Another talented woman is
Rosely Robinson. She has been working in both the makeup and costume
departments. She started volunteering
in the theatre department when her
daughter, Julie, participated in the
musical oliver, but has done makeup
for about 12 years now. When asked
about what her reason is for leaving
the theatre department, Robinson
says, “My daughter Julie is graduating
this year, therefore this will be my last
year unless I am called upon by the
school to help. I have enjoyed working alongside Katharine King; we
have been a great team. The students
have been wonderful, a joy to work
with every year. We have been blessed
with amazing talented and devoted
students. Barbara Schiller is an amazing person to work with and a great
asset to WCS. Thank you Shelley
Sanders for starting the Fine Arts
Booster Club.”
Costumes and makeup are extremely important in show-biz, but
what would we do without hair?
Maureen Frankel, Hair Artist, is extremely gifted, and has been working

with the theatre
department for 10
years. Her job is to
make sure the hair
matches the era of
the production and
matches the costumes. Frankel
says, “I probably
won't be coming
back next year, due
to the fact that
Rachel will be
graduating...while I
won't necessarily commit to this
being the last. I have developed some
neat relationships with the students
that I may not have necessarily gotten
to know had I not been involved in
the productions.”
“I will miss them...I love them,
we have developed quite a bond during tech week where you are putting
in many hours, missing meals with
family and lack of sleep and still
going into school and work. It’s all for
the love of the production, the school
and the community and the joy that it
brings to such a wide span of people.”
Costumes, makeup, and hair:
three major parts that are essential to
productions at Wilmington Christian
School. It is amazing and gifted people like Katharine King, Maureen
Frankel and Rosely Robinson who
work together to transform Wilmington Christian School students into
the role they’ve been preparing for.
This year was their last year volunteering in the theatre department,
and they have given up much of their
time to help with the productions
over the year. If you happen to see
Mrs. King, Mrs. Robinson, or Mrs.
Frankel, remember to thank them for
all the work they’ve done.
Julie Robinson
Class of 2013
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ENGLAND IRELAND WALES

IP
TR
K
A
E
G
SPRIN BR
on March 29th, Elle Straley,
English Department Head, left
Philadelphia with a group of
twenty four headed to Europe. The
group consisted of students in
grades 9-12 and nine adults.
Celinda Conteh and Rachel Straley
were faculty chaperones also.
For the next nine days, the
group toured England, Ireland and
Wales. Getting there proved to be a
big adventure according to everyone. The group was stuck at the
Manchester airport for a few hours
before flying to Heathrow where
they waited several more hours for
a connecting flight to Shannon,
Ireland. Exhausted, they finally arrived in Killarney, at midnight
twenty four hours later. The luggage, unfortunately, arrived fortyeight hours later having been on it
own circuitous route. “I couldn’t
have asked for a better group to
travel with.” said Mrs. Straley,
“Every time we hit a snag at the
airports, the students and the
adults were very disappointed but
never once complained. For several
it was their first time abroad.” The
group laughed when they read
signs everywhere that
said: “Keep
Calm and
Carry on.”
They had already adopted
that British

motto without realizing it.
Easter Sunday morning
dawned cold and rainy but the intrepid group piled into jaunting
carts pulled by Irish ponies and
traveled through the Killarney National Park. The scenery was beautiful in spite of the weather. To add
to the adventure, Europe was having the coldest spring on record
since 1962 but having been warned
ahead of time, everyone was wellprepared with winter clothes. In
the afternoon, they watched a
sheep herding exhibition which
fascinated everyone. Border Collies
worked the sheep listening to the
signals from the shepherd’s whistle.
That evening, the group gathered
to share an Easter devotional. Mrs.
Straley talked about our Good
Shepherd, who had been willing to
die for His wayward sheep. It was a
reminder of how important Easter
really is for the Christian.
The tour continued through
breath-taking scenery along the
Rings of Kerry. They stopped at
scenic points of interest which included Blarney Castle where most
of the group climbed the tower and
kissed the Blarney Stone. other
stops included the woolen mills
and a recreated Bog Village. A tour
of Dublin included the Book of
Kells, which are 8th century copies
of the gospels kept on permanent
display at Trinity College. A tour of
St. Patrick’s Cathedral included the

gravesite of former rector, Jonathan
Swift, who wrote Gulliver’s Travels.
Free time provided opportunities
for shopping and other museums
of their choice. After dinner, many
of the group stayed to attend a
show featuring Celtic music and
dance.
Early one morning, it was time
to leave Ireland and go to Wales.
There were amazed faces when the
group arrived at the Irish Port. Expecting a smaller ferry, they were
shocked at the size of the “Ulysses”
and the fact that it would take
three hours to cross the Irish Sea.
The sea was calm and clear and the
WCS travelers had time to take
advantage of the amenities on
board: shopping, movies, bowling,
eating. Many of them choose to
nap instead.
Landing in Wales, the tour
continued through the Snowdonia
Mountains which the more experienced travelers thought resembled
smaller versions of the Alps. The
group toured Beau Maris Castle
and had lunch in the quaint town
nearby. They also stopped for a
photo op at Cashel Rock, a medieval cathedral currently being restored.
From Wales, the tour continued
through England and on to Stratford, home of William Shakespeare. In Shakespeare’s tudor
home,
they
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were met by actors who performed
scenes from the Bard’s plays upon request. It was lightly snowing that day
but there was still time for shopping
and sightseeing.
After lunching at a small cottage
located on the banks of the Avon, the
tour continued to London and its famous sites. Traveling by “tube” to the
city, the day consisted of watching the
changing of the guards at Buckingham
Palace, St. Paul’s Cathedral, and many
other famous London locations. The
afternoon included a tour of Windsor
Castle and St. George’s Chapel located
on the grounds. The flag flying on the
top of the tower indicated that the
Queen was also there that day. Students
took turns posing for pictures with the
Royal Guards. Awed by the opulent
beauty, everyone agreed that this stop
was one of the highlights of the tour.
Later that night, several of the group
went on a walking tour of London
while others opted to ride the London
Eye.
All too soon, the day came to leave
for home. The group said goodbye and
thank you to their tour guide, Cathal,
after inviting him to visit them in the
U. S. over nine days he had masterfully
woven the history, the mythology and
the legends of the three countries into
wonderful stories that kept everyone
entertained as they traveled from place
to place. Arriving at Heathrow, the students and adults boarded the plane for
a direct flight home.
Mark Twain said: “Travel is fatal to
bigotry.” The group from WCS all
agreed that the wonderful places they
had seen and the things they had done
made the world seem a little bit smaller
to them now. More importantly, the
spring tour had convinced them that
there was even more of the world left
for them to experience.
Elle Straley

IRLS oF
GIMPACT
Debbie Keever, called
“Momma K” by the high school
girls, leads a girls’ Bible study
every Tuesday during the high
school lunch period. The group
covered a variety of very relevant
topics for teenage girls with an
emphasis on the practical application of the Word of God. Some
topics discussed were self-image,
modesty, authority, choices/consequences and a variety of
healthy/unhealthy relationship
characteristics. Relationships were
built up as the sharing grew increasingly more personal. Upper
classmen were given the opportunity to occasionally lead the group
and mentoring relationships were
strongly encouraged. In August,
Girls of Impact had a “welcome
back” dinner at Momma K’s house
to give incoming freshmen a
chance to connect before school
began. All high school girls are
welcome to this interactive Bible
Study during Tuesday lunches.
Feel free to contact
debbiekeever@comcast.net for
more information.

“I have been attending the Girls of
Impact Bible Study with Momma
K for the past two years and it has
changed my life. School, girl drama,
boys, family, homework, and spiritual life becomes a tough juggle and
being able to f ind rest, wisdom,
knowledge, and love every Tuesday
helped me in great ways to get
through my two toughest years of
high school. I have learned to realize who I am not, who I do not
have to be, and who God made me
to be. I am a Girl of Impact and I
will carry all that I have learned
with me to my family, my college,
and future. God has been so good
and this Bible Study was beyond
benef icial. For anyone that is
thirsty for straight-up, real, Godanswers to life, GO TO GIRLS
OF IMPACT EVERY TUESDAY! It’s so worth it!”
Elizabeth Landon
Class of 2013
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A L U M N I

“Paradise Found” Coordinators
Missy, Margie, Tracy

R E U N I O N

In August of 2012, a few members of
the class of 1982 got together for their
30th year reunion. Although they had a
great time reminiscing, they quickly realized that the two to three hours that they
had set aside for the gathering was just
was not time enough to catch up on each
others’ lives and to re-kindle old friendships. Additionally, they longed to see
other fellow students from days-gone-by
who had not been able to make it.
And so a scheme began to be hatched
in the hearts and minds of several of the
members of that class, two in particular:
Margie Mietling Eget and Melissa
(Missy) Partridge Adams. With ties to the
area still intact, Adams had made the journey from her home in Kentucky, but Eget,
now a resident of Georgia, wasn't able to
make the long trip back to Delaware for
the reunion. As Adams, who was spurred
on by the remembrance of that sweet reunion, and Eget, who was spurred on by
the desire to participate in one incubated
their idea, they quickly came to the conclusion that, given the small size of most
WCS classes, organizing a reunion that
encompassed more classes than one would
be a good way to increase turn-out. They
decided to do a “Decades 1980’s” event
and created a Facebook page to get the
word out. The response was overwhelming. They posted a query on the wall of the

page asking for suggestions for venues . . .
a litany of responses ensued. Before they
knew it- their flicker of an idea about getting together with a few more old friends
had escalated into a full-blown “event.”
The two women, who have ten children between the two of them, spent
countless hours interviewing venues, caterers, restaurateurs, hotel managers and the
like…all with the aim of throwing a successful and memorable “Decades Eighties
Reunion Weekend”. To be clear, these
were simply two women on a mission,
with no corporate support and the task before them was daunting to say the least.
But they were egged on with each piece of
Facebook feedback and with each connection and re-connection that they made
along the way. As Eget describes it,
“Something happened along the way that
really was marvelous: I found that I was
making friends with people I hardly knew
in high school. Some were older than I,
and some much younger, but as I got to
meet people on Facebook and speak with
people on the phone, something almost
miraculous began to happen . . . I realized
that everyone has a story and every story is
beautiful in its own way in how it has
transformed or is transforming the person
to whom it’s happening. And at the same
time, every person I’ve met through this
process has somehow transformed me over

the past eleven months. It was not easy to
put all this together, it was work! In fact a
couple of times I thought I might need to
check myself in somewhere,” she said with
a wink and a smile, “ . . . but it was so, so
worth it!” Adams, nodded and smiled the
entire time that Eget spoke, confirming
this phenomenon. They continued to talk
about how they had re-united with several
former students that had not even graduated from WCS, and even some whose
parting with the school many decades ago
was not perhaps done under the best of
circumstances. These things did not seem
to matter anymore, Eget and Adams propounded. What matters, they said, was
that everyone who ‘showed up’ on the
Decades Eighties Facebook wall felt like
they belonged to and were a part of (both
then and now) something special and
beautiful.
And so it can be said that, the ‘big’
event in Havre de Grace, MD at La
Banque du Fleuve on July 13, 2013 was
merely the culmination of a reunion-journey that lasted nearly a year for many (and,
hopefully, it has become the catalyst for
many, many more reunions to come . . . )
and for those who got a chance to make it
to Havre de Grace in July it truly WAS
“paradise found”!
Tracy Byrd ’81 Dickerson
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Leah Potecha ’08

As I thought about my plans post-college, I assumed I would do what
most new graduate nurses do – get a job at a hospital to gain basic nursing
skills, then eventually, I would discover what type of nursing I’m passionate
about and move in that direction. However, the Lord had different plans for
me, plans that were far greater than I could have imagined. I applied for, and
was accepted to, a one-year Fellowship program at a place I had never heard
of before – Jill’s House. At Jill’s House we serve families of children with
special needs, by taking care of their children for short periods of time, usually one to three days. This allows the family a much needed break. one day
working with a child at Jill’s House is a glimpse into the entire life of a parent raising a child with special needs. Most parents that I’ve talked to are just
exhausted, often with little or no hope. The small, yet crucial gift of rest that
we offer is often what keeps these parents going, one day at a time. Most
importantly, by offering these families respite, we are able to share with them
why we do what we do – to show them the love of Christ. At Jill’s House, I
am privileged to serve a population that is often overlooked by others, and to
be the hands and feet of Christ. It is a hard and extremely challenging job at
times, but one that comes with great rewards. You learn to appreciate and
find joy in the small successes of each child who comes to Jill’s House– staying overnight, away from mom, for the first time ever at age 17; learning to
say “hello,” while looking you in the eyes; overcoming a lifelong fear of water
and growing to love our swimming pool; finally making a true friend. These
may seem insignificant in the eyes of some, but God uses these moments to
remind me of His power and purpose in the lives of these children.
I recently talked to a single mother whose son comes to Jill’s House for
our summer day camp program. This mother told me that the first time she
brought her son for a stay around two years ago, she stood at the front doors
crying at the thought of leaving his side. Her heart was still gripped with fear
by the event that took place the last time he had been away from her when
he was just 11 months old. While at a golf course with his father, her baby
boy was accidentally hit in the head, leaving him with a traumatic brain
injury and a life forever relying on the care of others. Because of her son’s
injury and resulting disability, she never trusted anyone to care for him but
herself. That was until she found out about Jill’s House. Desperate for relief
from the almost constant exhaustion that can accompany raising a child with
special needs, she turned to respite care. Now, two years later, she says that
these breaks from being her son’s sole caretaker are what have kept her from
giving up and losing faith in God. Much to her joy, her now teenage son
wakes up on camp days excitedly saying, “Time for Jill’s House!” I am able to
hear stories from parents and families like this on a regular basis, and am
constantly reminded of the blessing that it is to be a part of God’s ministry
in serving the special needs population.

For more information
http://www.americantowns.com/pa/landenberg/news/
landenberg-native-dedicates-year-to-serving-children-withspecial-needs-in-dc-metro-area-14775974

To connect with more WCS alumni,
visit wcsalumni.net!
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Save
THE DATE
NEW Get Acquainted Night - Thursday, August 29th 6 - 8 pm
All School Families with Students PreK-12th Grade
First Day of School - September 3rd
PreK & K - 8:15-9:15
1st-5th, 6th, 9th - half day dismissal
New Parent Coffee Elem. Library - 8:15-9:15
September 4th
First full day of school PreK-12th
Open House Dates Invite a Friend
Oct 8, Nov 5, Dec 10, Jan 14, Feb 14, March 4, April 1, 9am - 11am
Homecoming 2013
Golf Classic - October 3, 11 am - 6 pm
Registration/donation/ball drop forms online
Family Fun Day - October 5th, 10 am - 2 pm
Families/alumni welcome
Fall Play The Miracle Worker - November 1 & 2 - 7 pm

PATHFINDER is published bi-annually by
Wilmington Christian School
A special thanks to everyone who contributed
articles, photographs, and information!
If you have an article, photo, or WCS experience you
would like us to consider sharing through Pathfinder
please contact rfoster@wilmingtonchristian.org

