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Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus
the Lord, so walk in him,
rooted and built up in him and
established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.
Colossians 2:6-7 ESV

Pathfinder 2015 Volume 1
Robin Foster, Editor
Tammy (Allston ‘85) Kater, Designer

WCS Mission Statement
Wilmington Christian School provides a Christ-centered, challenging academic
program with instruction based on the Biblical view of God and the world.
WCS teaches, influences, and encourages each student to effectively integrate
Biblical truth into his/her daily life and to impact the culture for Christ.
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Mr. Stevens

LETTER

FROM

THE

HEADMASTER

Dear WCS Community,
I write to you in the Name of He Who
leads, guides, and provides. This note is sent as
an update on the status of our Capital Campaign and the projects it contains. At present,
the Lord, through the generosity of our friends
and families, plus some foundational grants, has
provided $578,300. This represents 23% of the
total funds needed to complete the projects. If
you have not made a pledge or gift to the
Capital Campaign, I ask that you do so in order
for us to keep moving forward. This special
campaign is designed to move WCS into a new
era of its development, and to provide the
upgrades to our campus that will enhance our
students’ academic, artistic, athletic, and
advancement opportunities. We desire to be an
“A+” school for our present population…and for
those yet to come.
We recently received two checks from local
foundations that approved grants toward our
target. The Welfare Foundation awarded us
$50,000, and the Crystal Trust granted us
$75,000. We praise God for His provision and
favor from our community donors. Our foundation committee is working on several other
proposals for funding in the coming months.
We continue to seek some major donors who
can invest in a major way toward our goal.
Our “Banking on our Kids” campaign has
collected a little over $1,000 in coins (with a
few bills, buttons, and blank tokens!) so far. It
was so special to me to see them “dumping”
their TD banks into the fund wagon. What a
great bunch of junior investors we have!!!

In addition to the fundraising effort, we
have been working hard on plans, designs,
and permits for some of the projects of the
campaign. Tara Walker, our Project Manager,
has been working energetically with an architect on plans for our Fine Arts Lobby. It’s going
to look AMAZING!!
We have also been receiving bids on the
parking lot. This must be done very soon as it is
steadily deteriorating, giving “drop off ” a whole
new meaning!
The turf field/elementary playground is
nearing the final permit stage and we will proceed with this when the funding is provided.
And finally, our STEM room, Library, and
Art room renovations continue to move forward as we “blueprint” design and plans for
what we need and desire.
IT’S AN EXCITING ADVENTURE,
and, while it may seem like a large undertaking,
it’s not large to our God. I see His hand at work
in making this school ALL He ordained it to
be. I call upon us ALL to join the effort. There
are no private agendas here. Each project is
needed and necessary to move WCS forward,
and, we are in this together. Make a gift or a
pledge, no matter how big or small. It will be
used to further the ministry and glory of Christ
in this place. That’s the impetus. Whether one
project seems less important to you than another, whether you feel your gift won’t matter,
or whether you can’t see where this will make a
difference…I call you to make the sacrificial
gift. Hey, it’s ALL about the kids and their
faith/learning development.
Because He Lives,

William F. Stevens, Jr.
Headmaster

IT’S AN
EXCITING
ADVENTURE,
and, while it may
seem like a large
undertaking,
it’s not large to our
God. I see His
hand at work in
making this school
ALL He ordained
it to be.
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NEW FACULTY & STAFF

John Mason
MS Teacher

Ann Thompson
Receptionist

Joyce McGavisk
MS Math Teacher

Kris Sayler
Nurse

Chris Morris
MS/HS Worship

Gabrielle Bradley
HS Art Teacher

Kathryn Davis
ES Teacher Aide

Dr. Clark Stull
HS Math/Science
Teacher

Shelley Haines
ES Teacher Aide

Sandra Smith
Assistant to HS
Principal

Katie Hill
ES Teacher Aide

Cassandra JerVey
HS Aide

Josh Greenplate
Tech Support Help
Desk

IN-SERVICE DAY

Admissions - Apply Online
Fill out an application at https://www.wilmingtonchristian.org/…
/applica…/apply-online/

New Phone App
The Wilmington Christian School smart phone app is
now available for free in both the Apple & Android app
stores! This will make it even easier to send a message to
the school, check out the calendar for athletic events, and
stay in touch with the latest happenings. Be one of the
first WCS families to download the app “Wilmington
WCS
Christian School.”
Thanks to WCS graduate Ben Kouba for designing this app!
For Apple iPhone: http://bit.ly/1zWwGJC
For Android Phones: http://bit.ly/1tQD60s

SPEAKER

Dr. Sam Harbin was
the speaker for the Faculty
In-Service Day. His presentation of “Biblical Worldview
Teaching” covered four
sessions.
What is a Worldview and
Why does it matter?
Guarding the Good Deposit:
Your Strategic Role as a
Christian Educator
The Dangers of “Assuming” the Christian Worldview
Biblical Integration: What, When, and How
Sam is a native “Hoosier,” born in Martinsville,
Indiana and was nurtured in a loving Christian home
where he is the oldest of four children. Sam came to faith
in Christ at the age of six through the influence of his
father. Sam graduated from Indiana Baptist College,
Calvary Baptist Theological Seminary of Lansdale, Pennsylvania, and Dallas Theological Seminary. His doctoral
work focused on preaching Old Testament narratives. In
July 2014, Sam became chair of the Bible and Theology
department as Lancaster Bible College in Lancaster, PA.
WCS enjoyed his visit!

WCS Pathfinder 3_ 2015_Pathfinder spring 2014 5/4/15 9:49 AM Page 5

3

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

SERVANTS AT HEART
National Honor Society students have had a
service-full year so far. Officers May Lu (President), Alex Fowler (Vice-President), Stephanie
Chenault (Secretary), Corina Bourantas (Treasurer) and Peter Spangler (Chaplain) met over the
summer to plan the chapter’s activities for fall
semester. We also welcomed Mr. Richard Liu as
co-advisor to our chapter of 62 students. Service
projects included a rainy Saturday packing food for
ebola-stricken Liberia, sponsored by the GAiN
Food Network (a mission arm of Campus Crusade
for Christ), an evening at the Ronald McDonald
House, playing games and doing crafts with the
children and families there, and our annual Christmas Caroling at Cokesbury Village. Students
baked cookies for the residents and we took a very

special side trip afterwards to carol for our own
Mrs. Debbie Coen, who was undergoing
chemotherapy at the time. Although students are
permitted to serve others in other activities, they
are expected to participate in at least one of these
planned group projects during the school year. In
addition to earning service hours, these activities
foster relationships among the members and
enable them to experience new avenues of ministry
in our community.
Current sophomores and juniors will be
considered for membership. New members were
inducted at an evening ceremony in April.
Cheryl Schultz
National Honor Society Advisor
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Katy’s Heart to Hold

A LABOR
OF LOVE
Sophomore Katy Bauer is continuing the mission she
started many years ago as an elementary school student. At
that time, Katy was moved by her father’s (thoracic surgeon
Dr. Tom Bauer) description of the pain his patients suffered
while trying to clear their lungs following surgery. Katy
began making pillows for these patients to help cushion the
soreness and provide comfort. Many students in our school
helped with this initial effort and we made about 500 pillows. Through the years, Katy has made hundreds more.
This past spring, she enlisted the help of some willing
middle school students to replenish the supply once again.
Students met after final exams and used the school’s sewing

room in the middle school, where
they cut, sewed and stuffed assembly-line style until they had
completed all the pillows. Each
pillow also had a “Katy’s Heart to
Hold” tag affixed to it. In an email
from the director of the Thoracic
Care Unit, she expressed her gratitude to Katy and her
helpers by saying, “I can’t help but smile when I see our
patients clutching a pillow you made and am compelled to
tell them about your part in this venture.”
Katy’s dream is to see this model duplicated for other
hospital settings and for future patients. She plans to
continue to serve others in this way during her remaining
two years at WCS, eventually passing the torch to someone
who is willing to carry on her mission...and her heart, to the
hurting.
Cheryl Schultz, High School Garment Construction and
Middle School Sewing teacher

BYRD

SERVICE
PROJECT
The Girls Field Hockey team spent a Saturday in early
fall participating in a service project that involved helping an
alum of WCS, Brian Byrd. Brian, who graduated in 1986,
suffers from Lou Gehrig's disease. The team named the
project, The Byrd Service Project. Tasks accomplished by the
team at Brian’s home included weeding several gardens,
repairing fencing, trimming hedges, mucking the barn and
loading wood.
Thanks for your service Warriors!
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TWO
ONE-ACT PLAYS

Fall Drama Production

Two
classic oneact plays
written by Thornton Wilder and Anton Chekov were selected
for our fall drama production. Wilder’s “The Happy Journey to
Trenton and Camden,” and Chekov’s “The Bear: A Joke in One
Act” were performed on Nov. 6, 7, and 8 in the WCS auditorium.
“The Happy Journey to Trenton and Camden” told the story of
the Kirby family – Ma, Pa, and their two teenage children, Caroline and Arthur – making what appeared to be a simple sojourn
from their home in Newark, N.J., to Camden. Sadness awaited
the family at the end of the trip – an older daughter has just lost
an infant as a result of childbirth. Yet along the short journey, the
family focused not on tragedy but on what most people view as
the mundane elements of everyday life – family, food, flowers,
and the glory of the sunset. As the plot unfolded, the work became a character study of a rock-solid family, knitted together by
a mother with unwavering faith in God and His will. It was her
understanding of this truth that helped older daughter Beulah to
accept tragedy and loss.
“In true Thornton Wilder fashion, the rather sparse setting
and simplicity of the characters challenge us to find hidden
meaning,” said Allyson Good, Director of both productions. “He
takes ordinary people with ordinary aspirations and turns them
into something truly inspiring and extraordinary. It’s an uplifting
show.”
“The Bear: A Joke in One Act” is a comedy focused on the
love-hate relationship between widow Elena Ivanovna Popova
and Gregori Smirnov, a creditor intent on recovering a loan
made to Elena’s late husband. Smirnov, no fan of women, balks
when Elena refuses to pay the debt and vows instead to live the

rest of her life locked away from the world. The pair argues and
eventually agrees to a duel. The humorous outcome of this confrontation delivers a lighthearted message about love “This is a
classic farce set in the late 1800s,” said Good. “Characters are
based on Alazon, one of the three stock characters of ancient
Greek comedies, a man that sees himself as greater than he is. It
is a silly play that exemplifies the stupidity of self-grandeur.
Chekov himself said of the play, ‘I’ve managed to write a stupid
vaudeville which, owing to the fact that it is stupid, is enjoying
surprising success.’” Good added that Chekhov was a physician, a
dramaturge, a short story writer, and playwright. His writing
style influenced Ernest Hemingway, James Joyce, Virginia Woolf,
and many others.
Six students were cast to perform in The Happy Journey to
Trenton and Camden:
Ma - Lydia Willetts
Pa - Jeremy Gouveia
Caroline - Francesca Fioravanti
Arthur - Zachary Lewis
Beulah - Kaylene Mummert
Stage Manager - Charlotte Brooks
And eight students were cast to perform in
The Bear: A Joke in One Act:
Luka - Maya Bradley
Elena - Autumn Rue
Grigory Smirnov - Jeremy Gouveia
Servants/Gardeners - Charlotte Brooks,
Kaylene Mummert, Lydia Willetts,
Francesca Fioravanti, Zachary Lewis

Wilmington Christian

ON THE AIR
In December the students of WCS could be heard singing on
WILM 1450. Our premier vocal ensemble, the Jubilee Singers,
were featured on the radio show “Elliott in the Morning”
throughout the 8 o’clock hour. The students, under the direction
of Jerry Polman, enjoyed the experience of being part of a live
broadcast. The group’s exceptional performance was noted on and
off the air by the show’s host, Chris Elliott, as well as other production staff. The recordings are available by podcast at the
show’s website (www.wilm.com).
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
In the month of
January, 3 new
students and 1
transfer student
enrolled taking
our current
international
program to 21
students!

It has been an exciting year for the International Student Program. In the month of
January, 3 new students and 1 transfer student
enrolled taking our current international
program to 21 students!
This year students have enjoyed some
different activities including: a student/host
family hayride, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and
Valentine's lunches. They also attended a
University of Delaware Men's basketball game.
Students also celebrated the Chinese New Year,
and went ice skating and bowling.
We were excited to start a Bible class specifically for
international students that provides an understanding of
the foundations of our faith. Ms. Helen Ruan started
teaching the Foundations of Bible class this fall.
In this class, students learn and discuss the unconditional beliefs found in God’s Word. They examine who
God is, who Jesus is, who we are, what salvation is, what
being reborn means, and, the basics of the Christian life.

In order to help students who have no knowledge
about the Bible and Christianity, we set up a goal to start
slowly and make sure students understand the important
biblical facts, concepts, and related vocabularies. Most important, is helping students find what their purpose is in
life through the discussions and personal testimonies.
Stephanie Galbraith
ISP Cordinator

BUDAPEST

In September, twelve Wilmington Christian
School junior and senior students traveled to Hungary as the sole United States delegates to the Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI)
Student Leadership Conference. This conference
was founded by Headmaster, Bill Stevens sixteen
years ago when he and his wife lived in Budapest,
and brings together Christian students from around
the globe.
Students and chaperones spent several days
touring historic sites in Budpest, including Fisherman’s Bastion, and the sobering “Shoes on the
Danube” memorial to Holocaust victims, before
traveling on to the conference at Zanka, near Lake
Balaton. At the conference, WCS students performed vocal praise music for corporate worship
sessions, led discussion groups, and formed international friendships.
Headmaster Stevens is honored to be one of the
keynote speakers for the 2015 conference, and will
be returning to Budapest this fall to speak. In 2016,
WCS hopes to take another group of juniors and
seniors to the leadership conference, an event that
this group of students called “life changing.”
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Philadelphia

CHRISTMAS
MARKET
In December, Mrs. Cowchok along
with the German I, II and III classes
traveled to Philadelphia to experience a
German Christmas Market. The market is sponsored in part by the
Philadelphia German Society. The
students took tours of the Market and
learned about German Christmas customs and traditions. A “German” lunch
was included along with some shopping time. Although it was cold, the
students had a great time.

OKTOBERFIESTA
The Oktoberfiesta was once again a wonderful time for
foreign language students and their families to gather for
some great food and wonderful entertainment. This year we
had an Hispanic dance group as well as a visit from the
Delaware Saengerbund.

MOCK TRIAL TEAM

Mr. Liu’s

GEOMETRIC
FLAIR
Last summer I was planning on redoing
the bulletin board outside my room. I wanted
to do something interesting and eye-catching, but still clearly mathematical. I also
wanted to incorporate something relating to
our Christian faith. I had seen pictures of
large string art murals that I thought were
fantastic. They were very creative and artistic,
but had a geometric flair as well. So I
adapted that idea using an Ichthus for the
subject. I found a diagram that I liked, enlarged it to fit the space, and hammered nails
around the outline. There was no pattern to
follow, so I just randomly starting looping
string around the nails. Altogether it took
about 6 or 7 hours to complete the project.
I really like that when you look up close
you see what appears to be just a disorderly
tangle of string. But when you back up and
see the entire mural, there is clear order and
a clear picture of a unifying message. I am
thrilled when people comment on how it
draws their attention to Christ. That's why I
did it.

The WCS Mock Trial competition was held at the the end of February. The team was
led by seniors Charlotte Brooks, Ryan Bradford, and Nick Carey. Other team members
included juniors Elliot Miller and Becky Soistmann, sophomores Katie Bauer, Gina Kang,
and Aliyah Navarro along with freshmen Meggie Lengkeek, Emma Lutz, Andrew
Dingwall, and Ryan Albrecht. The focus of this year’s competition was a civil case
involving possible arson.
Our WCS Team made an excellent showing at this year’s state competition earning
5th place in the state. Freshman attorney, Andrew Dingwall, received 2 “best attorney”
gavels along with fellow freshman attorney, Katy Bauer, who also received a “best attorney”
gavel. All three seniors on the team, Nick Carey, Charlotte Brooks, and Ryan Bradford
received “best witness” gavels.
A special thanks is given to our team attorney Mr. Randolph Herndon. Faculty
coaches were Mrs. Karin Tuttle and Ms. Janna Scheflen.

PRINCIPAL
FOR A DAY

WCS participated in the Principal for a
Day program in October. Our guest principal
was Rich Heffron, President of The Delaware
State Chamber of Commerce.
Guest principals arrive in the morning and
greet students like a typical school day.
The day is spent participating in regular
school activities that include visiting classrooms,
meeting with parents and teachers, addressing
student issues and cafeteria duty. Mr. Haas, our
high school principal, was Mr. Heffron’s host for
the day.
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PAM LOVE…

MAKES HISTORY
Congratulations to our Assistant Athletic Director, Pam Love, who is
the FIRST woman in Delaware who has attained CMAA (Certified
Master of Athletic Administration) status!
To attain this designation, Pam had to complete over 10 courses, pass a
certification exam, and submit a project for approval. There are only five
active CMMA’s in the state of Delaware.
Way to go, Pam!

NCAA DIVISION I COMMITMENT
Junior Jenna Johnson verbally committed to NCAA
Division I Towson University
to play field hockey starting in
the fall of 2016. Jenna has
played Varsity field hockey for
WCS for the last three years
and also plays club field
hockey for North Bay Field
Hockey Club out of Elkton,
Maryland. This past summer
Jenna was chosen for the Na-

tional Futures Hockey Program by USA Field Hockey
coaches and she participated
in the National Field Hockey
Festival in Palm Springs,
California over Thanksgiving
break. Jenna also served as one
of the Varsity Captains for the
field hockey team this season.
Congratulations on a great
accomplishment, Jenna!

LEANNE CONOVER

NAMED NEW HEAD
SOFTBALL COACH

Leanne (Hertsenberg) Conover
has been chosen to
replace Richard
Hickman who is
stepping down to
spend more of his
time with the
women’s basketball
Program. She also
will be the
Assistant Varsity
Basketball Coach
assisting Mr. Hickman.
Leanne played high
school basketball and softball
at Padua Academy where she
was an All-State player in
both sports for three years.
She then went on to Mitchell
Jr. College (Conn.) and
Wilmington University where

she played 4 years of
collegiate basketball
and three years of
collegiate softball.
She earned multiple
all-conference honors in both sports
and also was a Kodiak All American
for basketball.
Leanne, her
husband James, and
their two sons CJ and Cole,
reside in Newark.
We are excited about the
opportunity to have such a
great local athlete and coach
join our staff here at Wilmington Christian. Her energy,
experiences, and success in the
sports world will make her a
valuable addition to our staff.

wcswarriorssports.com
Sports Schedules, Results, Rosters & Photos

WCS Pathfinder 3_ 2015_Pathfinder spring 2014 5/4/15 9:49 AM Page 11

9

ALL CONFERENCE
FALL 2014 ATHLETES
SOCCER
1st Team
Christian Diamanty - 11th
Thomas McGrail - 8th
Michael Palermo - 12th
2nd Team
Derek Needham - 12th
Darrell Yirenkyi - 12th
Nathan Volz - 12th

Honorable Mention
Casey Kurlej - 8th
Jeffry Byrd - 11th
Senior All Star
Michael Palermo
Conference Coach of the Year
Brett Lelko

VOLLEYBALL
1st Team
Lily Kramp - 12th grade
2nd Team
Tina Sanders - 12th grade

Senior All Star
Lily Kramp
Tina Sanders
Jamie Green
Katie Stonkus

Honorable Mention
Jamie Green - 12th grade

Conference Coach of the Year
Mike Zampini

FIELD HOCKEY
1st Team
Sydney Baffone - 11th
Jenny Kurlej - 11th
Annika Roberts - 11th
Jenna Johnson - 11th
2nd Team
Corina Bourantas - 12th
Sarah Sorowice - 12th
Anna Baffone - 12th

Honorable Mention
Emma Whitesel - 12th
Lydia Deaton - 11th
Senior All Star
Corina Bourantas - 12th
NFHCA Academic
All-American Squad
Sarah Sorowice - 12th

Conference Sportsmanship Winners
SOCCER
1st Team - Christian Diamanty - 11th
3rd Team - Michael Palermo - 12th, Tommy McGrail -8th
VOLLEYBALL
2nd Team -Lily Kramp - 12th
FIELD HOCKEY
1st Team - Jenna Johnson - 12th, Annika Roberts - 11th
2nd Team - Sydney Baffone - 11th, Jenny Kurlej - 11th
Conference Coach of the Year - Pam Love

A WCS FIRST!
All three of our fall
team coaches received
DSAC Coach of the
Year in their sports!

Brett Lelko - Soccer, Pam Love - Field Hockey
Mike Zampini - Volleyball
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Student SHOWCASE
Geography Bee Champion
This year WCS took part in the
National Geographic Bee, sponsored by
National Geographic and Google. In
November, all
students in 4th
through 8th
grades took part
in a grade level
Geography Bee
administered by
their Social
Studies teacher.
From these
grade level bees
the top ten were chosen to compete in
the school-wide bee on January 6th. The
ten finalists were, 5th grader Solomon
Abdullah; 6th graders Mary Kate Rettig,
Giovanni Casagrande, and Chad Lopes;
7th grader Linton Mercer; and 8th
graders Sean Holly, Josh McCudden,
Sarah McGrail, John Wilkins, and
Andrew McNeill. The students did a
great job fielding very difficult questions
that left the adults in the room scratching their heads! After seven rounds of
questioning our 3rd runner-up, Sarah
McGrail, was determined leaving us with
two finalists in the Championship
Round which were Sean Holly and Josh
McCudden. After multiple tie breaker
rounds, Sean Holly prevailed and became
our Geography Bee Champion. From
there, he has taken a qualifier test to
determine his place in the Delaware
State Bee in April.

Delaware Music Educator’s Senior
Solo Competition Winner
Senior Emily Patten began her studies on the violin at age 5. Under the tutelage of internationally recognized soloist
and Assistant Professor of Music (University of Delaware), Xiang Gao, Emily
has developed into an outstanding young
musician. She is a member of the WCS
String Ensemble and Worship Team.
Previously she has won numerous awards
both in art and music and recently auditioned and won the prestigious Delaware
Music Educator’s Senior Solo Competition. Emily will be
performing the 1st
movement of
Haydn's Concerto
in C Major with
an orchestra of her
peers at the
DMEA’s AllState Orchestra in
March.

Alex Fowler was selected as a
2015-2016 Comcast Leaders and
Achievers Scholarship Program recipient
for his demonstrated leadership
skills, academic achievement and a
commitment to community
service. The scholarship is an award
of $1,000.

In December a
great team of WCS
current and former
students Arryana Daniels, Aloria Hamm,
Kaite Chambers, Alexis Gallagher, and
Tabrea Fields-Miller helped Elise
Glauser establish the food pantry at
Richardson Park Elementary school for
her Girl Scout Gold award project. The
team stocked 1,342 food items to provide
a convenient food resource for the students and families at the school.

DMEA All-State Instrumental Ensembles
The following students auditioned on Saturday, January 10th, and were selected
for the following DMEA All-State
instrumental ensembles for 2015:
Andrew Dingwall - Jr. Band (percussion)
Emma Whitesel - Sr. Band (clarinet)
Emily Patten - Orchestra (violin)
Dino Cai - Orchestra (cello)
Alyssa Kelley - Orchestra (Double Bass)

Published Poet
Comcast
Leaders and
Achievers
Scholarship
Program

Girl Scout Gold

Congratulations to Lizzie Latham
who is a published poet in
The American Library
of Poetry book titled
Accolades. Lizzie received this honor by
entering a writing
contest last year in
Creative Writing
class. Great
work Lizzie!

Flight - a Sonnet by Liz Latham
Flying freely and swiftly throught the sky,
Above the trees and through the purple clouds,
Your splendid beauty often makes me sigh,
Your colors boldly displayed, flying proud,
The mystery of your wings makes me wonder,
Where you have been and where you will go,
Have you ridden lightning or caught thunder,
That feeling of freedom I’d love to know,
If I could fly right by your sidd, I would,
For sometimes Earth can be so plain and cold,
So I would love to fly free if I could,
If I did another world would unfold,
Staying here on land can be quite boring,
There’s so much else I could be exploring.
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2015 National Merit Scholarship
Program

National Recognition for
WORDWRIGHT Challenge #2

Austin T. Hahn
has been named a
Commended Student
in the 2015 National
Merit Scholarship
Program. Commended students
placed among the top
five percent of more
than 1.5 million students who entered the 2015 competition
by taking the 2013 PSAT/NMSQT. We
congratulate Austin on a job well done!

Seniors:
Austin Hahn – placed among the 70
highest-scoring seniors in the entire U.S.
Charlotte Brooks
– placed among
the 251 highestscoring seniors
nationwide.
Juniors:
Tommy Bauer
– placed among
the 243 highestscoring juniors in
the U. S.

Service Award
Corina Bourantas has been honored
for her exemplary volunteer service with
a Certificate of Excellence from The Prudential Spirit of
Community Awards,
and with a Bronze
President's Volunteer
Service Award
granted by the program on behalf of
President Barak
Obama. She was
among the top 10
percent of all applicants from the state of
Delaware. The President's Volunteer
Service Award recognizes Americans of
all ages who have volunteered significant
amounts of their time to serve their
communities and their country.

DMEA All-State Choir
Congratulations to 5 WCS students
chosen for All-State Choirs
Senior Mixed Choir: Dana Sorey,
Andrew Dingwall, and Isaac Barrick
Senior Women’s Choir: Francesca
Fioravanti
Junior Choir: Irene Botbyl

(Sixty thousand
high school
students from 47
states entered the
meet.)

2014 Keith Waldman - Optimal
Performance Associates /
NFHCA High School National
Academic Squad
Congratulations
WCS Winner, senior, Sarah Sorowice!
The National
Academic Squad
program recognizes
those high school
seniors who have
achieved a minimum cumulative,
unweighted GPA
of 3.5 out of 4.0 or the equivalent
through the first quarter of the 2014-15
school year.
Seniors who have achieved a minimum cumulative, unweighted GPA of
3.9 out of 4.0 or the equivalent through
the first quarter of the 2014-15 school
year have been recognized as Scholars of
Distinction on the press release.

Poetry Out Loud School Winners
The competition was very close with a very tight point margin. For the first time, there
were winners in each of the four grades.

1st place: Andrew Dingwall - (9)
“There's been a Death, in the Opposite
House”-Dickinson
“So this is Nebraska” - Kooser
2nd place: Aliyah Navarro (10)
“Ode” - O'Shaughnessy
“I Am Offering this Poem” - Baca
3rd place: Cassie Otersen (11)
“Revenge” - Landon
“Ice” - Mazur

Andrew Dingwall was a
state finalist at the February 24th
competition held at the Smyrna
Opera House in Smyrna,
Delaware. Congratulations on a
wonderful performance!

4th place: Dan Lutz (11)
“The Tyger” - Blake
“All This and More” - Karr
5th place (tie): Gabriella Johns (12)
“Serenade” - Fordham
“I, Too” - Hughes
Darrell Yirenkyi (12)
“Dirge in the Woods” - Meredith
“Football” - Jenkins
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BRIDGE
PROJECT

Many are the occasions that wandering the halls of WCS leads to fun and amazing
photos. One day in January, several 7th grade students were working feverishly to finish a
project that was obviously a culmination of days and weeks of work. I decided to drop by.
I learned that the project began by creating a design brief or problem to
be solved. Then bridge designs are researched. Next, students sketch a
drawing of their bridge, keeping in mind the problem to be solved. The
students follow the design method in constructing their own bridges.
When the glue is dry and all parts are in place, the testing begins.
The day I happened upon the students, they were testing their inventions and theories. In the end, all projects were destroyed, and the students
learned more about their outcomes and the mathematical equation that
described what happened. The thrill of the competition added to the
excitement as each project was weighted to its maximum holding ability
and then crashed to the floor. Cheers erupted...then the sadness of
realizing...back to the drawing board. The project was over. The photos show the design and making of a bridge and the weight it
could and could not hold. Mr.
Ingram, the teacher who
created this challenge for the
students, ignited many a spark
for the future engineers of his
class.
I was glad to happen upon
and capture the moment in film.
Mrs. Foster

STUDENT SENATE

SPANISH CLASS
The Foreign Language Department continues to promote
multilingualism and multi-culturalism at WCS. This year in 7th
grade Spanish the class discussed Spanish heritage influences in
the U.S., which culminated in students teaching the class a new
geography term in Spanish, and telling about a place in the U.S.
where that word (in Spanish) is part of a placename. The trick?
No using any English in the presentation. Students had to try to
use basic Spanish and non-verbal communication skills to
demonstrate the vocabulary to the class.
High school Spanish I-IV also branched out, as Spanish I
and II visited Spanish restaurant Olé Tapas in Newark to learn
more about Spanish food and customs (not all Spanish restaurants are Mexican!) and got some surprises as they tried beets,
octopus, squid, and churros. Spanish III and IV traveled to New
York to watch a Spanish-language play, “La Gringa”, and celebrated el Día de los Tres Reyes in Rockefeller Center.

The Middle School Student Senate attended their annual leadership conference in
Philadelphia with the leaders
of other Christian middle
schools, where they discussed
how to lead their peers in creating a safe and supportive environment as servant-leaders.
The Middle School Student
Senate organizes events and
activities for the middle school,
such as Valentine’s Hug-aFriend Day, as well as the annual Winter Ball and Spring
Fling. This year’s middle
school Winter Ball, with a
Snow theme,
was a fantastic
success with
high attendance, a great
atmosphere,
and wonderful
decorations
and snacks, all
organized by
the students
themselves.

“The senators are so well-organized and creative that I just
have to support them as they
discuss and plan. I am always
very proud of their leadership
skills and planning skills,” said
Ms. Scheflen, faculty advisor.
This year’s middle school senate consists of: Trevor DeHart,
Jillian Kater, Chad Lopes, Josh
Boulet, Santigie Conteh,
Eliana Baker, Charis Negley,
Luke Campbell, Hannah
Eleutheriou, Sean Holly, Sarah
McGrail, Michael Mitsdarfer,
and Olivia Thompson.
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K indergarten
A

TRIP

Earlier this year, the entire sixth
grade class visited both kindergarten
classes with the express purpose of
helping the younger ones improve their
writing skills. They recently went on a
field trip to a Christmas tree farm and
we were going to help them retell the
most exciting and interesting events.
During this activity, the kindergarten students acted like “Wise Sages”
while the sixth graders played the role
of the obedient “Scribes.” This way the
younger ones could focus on very specific details while the middle school
students took care of the mundane
process of putting a pencil to a page.
Before we visited them we discussed
how we could best serve the students.
The sixth graders decided it would be
far more valuable to just ask probing
questions to draw out the details instead of just giving them the words to
write. It only took about ten minutes
for them to write their stories and then
they drew illustrations depicting their
favorite scenes from the day. We saw
everything from yellow school buses to
reindeer. I will admit a few captions
would have been helpful.
One of our goals is to provide an
opportunity for our students to serve
others, but I must admit I do have an
ulterior motive related to this activity.
Once again, just like in the past, as
soon as we returned to the middle
school I asked the students what they
liked about working with the kindergarten students. They all said it was
very rewarding to help others, especially if they knew them. I asked
them if they wrote the stories or if

TO

they just questioned the kids to get
them to come up with the words to
write. They emphatically said they only
provided leading questions and in no
uncertain terms did they give any answers. They thought this was the best
way to learn and they were sure the
kindergarteners benefited from this.
The bait was taken and all I needed
to do now was to set the hook and
hopefully “catch” them (I really love my
job). I reminded them about their conclusion as to what was truly beneficial
to the younger students as they were
learning. Once
again they all nodded in agreement.
Then I asked
them this question, “If you really
believe asking
leading questions
and letting the
students discover the answers was such a good thing to do, why
they want me to constantly give you
the answers?” The classroom instantly
went silent. You should have seen their
faces. They all looked exceedingly
sheepish and said, “But it’s really hard.”
My answer to them was understandably predictable, “So what?” “Whoever
said this was going to be easy?” (This
phrase is repeated regularly in my
room.) We all enjoyed our visit while
simultaneously learning and serving.
Fortunately they are not mutually exclusive terms.
Mr. Karmeris
Middle School Teacher 6th Grade

One of our
goals is to
provide an
opportunity
for our
students to
serve others
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Tenth Annual Elementary

MATH DAY
The tenth annual Elementary Math Day was held on
Wednesday, January 21 and Thursday, January 22. Students
in PreK3 through 5th grade participated in activities and
games involving sorting, counting, adding, graphing,
geometry, and a variety of other mathematical concepts.
On Wednesday, January 21, PreK3 through 1st grade
students guessed how many jumbo candy hearts were in the estimation jar, made pasta pattern necklaces, sorted and graphed candy
hearts, made tangram puzzles, and played beanbag math toss. Our
youngest children had the opportunity to see how fun math can be!
On Thursday, January 22, our 2nd through 5th grade students
played “Set” (a game about attributes), guessed how many tiny hearts
were in the estimation jar, sorted pennies by date, graphed candy
hearts, made tangram puzzles, and played a beanbag math toss game.
Children had the opportunity to vote for their favorite math day
activity. Top favorites included, Candy Heart Math and the Beanbag
Math Toss. Who knew that math could be so much fun?
A big thank you, to all of our wonderful parent volunteers who
sent in candy hearts, helped to set up, run, and clean up after our math
day activities. We owe our success to you!
Mrs. Molin
PreK4 Teacher

SPELLING BEE
Can you spell, “obstreperous?” How
about “quintessential?” These and many
other challenging words were posed to various students ranging from 4th through 8th
grade in Wilmington Christian School’s
Scripps Spelling Bee held in the Fine Arts
Center in February. Students who reigned
supreme in their individual class spelling
bees were gathered in the Fine Arts Center
to compete for the title of “Champion
Speller.” Out of eighteen competitors and

following several intense rounds, five students remained. These five composed of the
following: Kristen McGrail (fourth grade),
Brandon Baffone (fourth grade), Emily So
(fifth grade), Tori Picarro (sixth grade), and
Sarah McGrail (eighth grade). Third place
went to Emily So. Tori Picarro earned second place. Finally, the champion, first-place
winner was Sarah McGrail. It is interesting
to note that we had two pairs of siblings
competing in the bee. Kristen and Sarah

McGrail not only shared the spotlight at
the Bee, but are also sisters. Kamani and
Santigie Conteh are also brother and sister.
Talk about friendly competition.
The judges of the spelling bee were
Mark Karmeris, Tiffany Sorey, Colette
Bourantas, and Kelli Pitman. In addition,
John Mason and Linda Liu functioned as
announcers.
After her achievement at Wilmington
Christian, Sarah McGrail moved forward
to the Delaware State Scripps Spelling Bee
held at St. Mark’s High School. Wilmington Christian School is immensely proud of
Sarah and her competitors who gave it their
all that day in
February to shine
before their peers
and teachers in the
Spelling Bee.
Mrs. Liu
4th Grade Teacher
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VOLCANOES
Did you hear the eruptions? The fourth grade
had their “Ring of Fire.” All of the students had
built their very own volcanoes and we erupted them
one at a time! It was a very exciting event—there
were explosive eruptions and some “creeping lava”
eruptions. The students did a fabulous job building,
painting, decorating, and labeling their volcanoes.
The class declared that it was
their favorite project yet
in fourth grade!

FIRST

SNOWFLAKES
We saw the first snowflakes of the winter on
Wednesday, November 7th! This is a very
special time in fourth grade because it means
that we stop everything and read Mrs. Pitman’s
favorite story about snow and have hot chocolate. The book we read is called, “Snowflake
Bentley” by Jacqueline
Briggs Martin. It tells all
about William Bentley
who was born in 1865
in Jericho, Vermont. He
was the first person to
study snowflakes and
their amazing beauty.
William Bentley photographed and documented snowflakes for fifty
years and never found two that were the same.
Snowflakes show God’s creativity and beauty in
such a simple way!

ELEMENTARY

CHOIR

Our Elementary choir enjoyed singing
in the pregame events for the Blue Rocks in
early May. Under the direction of Debbie
McNiel the choir, families and friends of
WCS had a fun evening. Many wore red to
the game to express their school spirit and
show support for the WCS Elementary
Choir.
The choir consists of students third
through fifth grades and meets every
Tuesday after school.
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Girls on the Run (GOTR) came to WCS
this fall! Sixteen 3rd through 5th grade girls
participated in the program. GOTR inspires
girls to be joyful, healthy, and confident using a
fun, experience-based curriculum that integrates
running. WCS parents, Tara Walker and Angie
Mercer, coached the GOTR team and loved
watching the girls grow! Throughout the course
of the season, the girls participated in lessons
that focused on things like embracing their differences, expressing themselves, being positive,
maintaining a healthy lifestyle and standing up

for themselves and one another. The girls
bonded and really enjoyed supporting each other
as their running skills improved each week. Towards the end of the season the team worked
through several lessons that focused on community and completed a service project for the
Ronald McDonald House. The 10-week season
ended on a cold, sunny Saturday in November
on the Wilmington Riverfront. Families,
coaches, and teachers came to cheer on our girls
as they all successfully completed the GOTR
5K race. Way to go girls!

First Grade

SOLIDS &
LIQUIDS

Mrs. Soistmann’s and
Mrs. Weller’s first-graders
have been exploring liquids
and solids in science. As part
of this unit, Bellevue State
Park brought their outreach
program “Solids and Liquids”
to the classroom. The children enjoyed many fun and
exciting experiments, made predictions, and learned new
science vocabulary words. The highlights of the morning
were an erupting volcano and a balloon that expanded with
the help of a solution of vinegar and water. This was a great
addition to the science unit.

CONGRATULATIONS
Three teams represented WCS at The
Odyssey of the Mind River Region
Competition on Saturday, March 7, 2015.
The competition was held at
Dickinson High
School. Team A
presented “Runaway Train,”
Team B presented “Pandora’s
Box,” and Team
C presented
“Silent Movie” !
Team B
placed 3rd in their division
and went on to represent
WCS at the 35th Annual
State Finals. The state finals were held at UD on
Saturday, March 28, 2015.
Team B placed 5th in their
division.
Congratulations on
reaching this milestone in
your creative journey!
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HOMECOMING
Homecoming weekend generated a lot of excitement on campus. On Friday morning the site of a
large red and white tent in the middle of the parking
lot had everyone talking about the events to follow.
To show school spirit students came to school wearing their Homecoming tee shirts that were designed
by High School Student Senate member, Amanda
Nashed. Shirts included this year’s school verse,
Colossians 2:6. The end of
the day chapel announced
this year’s Alumni of the
Year, couples, Scott and
Jessica Weber and, Ryan
and Melanie Gehrmann.
Family members of the
alumni came to watch as
the couples received their
awards. Parents Kerry
Weber (former WCS
music teacher) and Linda
Kay (elementary aide)
were happy to be photographed with the couples and their grandchildren.
Activities on Friday after school included the
volleyball and field hockey games as well as the bonfire.
On Saturday, Family Fun Day, the campus was
full of school families, alumni, and many visitors. A
chilly, windy, rainy start and still Homecoming
Family Fun Day was a success, regardless of the
weather. Under the tent a giant pumpkin rested as
students “guessed the weight”. To the surprise of
many, one student had an “on the nose” guess and
received a gift card as a reward. Information regarding the Capital Campaign was also available under
the tent. WCS Steering and Campaign committee
members were available for questions. Chick-fil-A
sandwiches, chips, apples, and drinks were given out
as treats.
“It was an impressive sight seeing all the fun
things for the kids and the addition of the tent,”
commented Barbara Schiller. Elementary and mid-

dle school aged children had many activities to
choose from and participate in. Student class representatives helped with booths making hot dogs,
popcorn, cotton candy, spin art, giving out prizes as
well as supervising the inflatables moon bounces and
the large obstacle course. The arrival of the miniature train ride added to the fun giving students
PreK3-7th grade rides around the campus. High
School art teacher Gabrielle Bradley shared her
talents of face painting and had a line
throughout the day. Alumni in attendance
enjoyed organized games of soccer,
basketball, field hockey, and new this year,
the fence run (for cross country and track
runners) initiated by Mark Horne. The
“Chili Cook Off ” first-place winner this year
was Ed Casagrande, second place went to
Audrey Danner.
The afternoon cross country meet finished running in front of the stands at halftime of the soccer game bringing cheers for
both teams competing also building the excitement
for the finish of the soccer game. All WCS teams
won their games and meets.
In the evening, the Homecoming dance was held
in the Elementary gym where students, under the
direction of Mrs. Tuttle, transformed the environment once again into a setting for an enchanting
evening. Homecoming court consisted of King,
Tyler Smith (12) and Queen, Corina Bourantas
(12), Andrew Volz (11), Cara Gannon (11), Forrest
Thomas (10), Emma Whitesal (10), Andrew
Dingwall (9), and Grace Howle (9).
A special thank you to the many parent volunteers and teachers who helped with all the behind
the scene details of Homecoming.To those parent
volunteers who came out to lend a helping hand on
Family Fun Day: Tara Walker, Rene Solis, Heather
Alderman, Heather DeHart, Belvie Herbert, and
John Kater, thanks to all of you the day ran very
smoothly.
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Alumni
Bobby Gooden (’14) I am currently enrolled in the PGA Golf management program
at Campbell University in Buies Creek North
Carolina. This year has been a little bit of an
adjustment for me. In August I moved eight
hours away from my family to a small town in
North Carolina and began a new chapter in
my life. It was one of the most stressful and
challenging things I have ever had to do.
Thankfully, I was very prepared to make that
jump thanks to the thirteen years I spent here
at Wilmington Christian School. Through
the great education I received here I was able
to seamlessly transition into my major’s curriculum, and also secure
my first internship.
This summer I have
the amazing opportunity to join the TPC
family and learn from
some of the game’s
best instructors at
TPC Potomac just
outside Washington
D.C. Four years from
now I will graduate
from Campbell University with my BBA,
MBA, and minor in Honors Interdisciplinary
studies. I am so thankful for everything that
WCS has done for me and my family.
Once a warrior, always a warrior.

Billy (’11) and Amanda (’13)
Pierson Hockessin Fire
Fighters

Dan Shultz (’08)
Some passions are
lifelong. For 2008
WCS graduate, Dan
Schultz, that passion
is basketball. A 2012
graduate of the
University of
Delaware with a
degree in Sports
Management, Dan has directed the afterschool program at the Hockessin Police
Athletic League and managed an adult
basketball league at the Hockessin Athletic
Club. Writing about sports continues to
consume much of his time, as a daily contributor to Rant Sports, an online site for sports
enthusiasts. He averages about 40 articles per
month on the site and his work has been
featured on the home pages of some of the
NBA teams he has covered.
Dan has just been hired by Dover International Speedway as their Communications
Manager, where he will now channel his
writing abilities in new directions, that of
NASCAR, the Firefly Music Festival, and
other events held at Dover Downs.

Jamie and Ashley (Minsker) Potecha (’06)
welcomed Anya Naomi Potecha on October
21, 2014, weighing 6lbs, 2oz and 18 inches
long. The Potecha’s currently live in Pike
Creek, Delaware. Jamie works for an international healthcare company based out of Radnor, PA. Ashley recently put her career as a
corporate trainer on hold to be a stay at home
mom.
On December 27, WCS Alumni enjoyed a great
afternoon of indoor soccer together! We had many different
graduating years come out. It was fun to play soccer and
reconnect. We look forward to more alumni soccer events
throughout the year - come join us!
Want to keep in touch and receive the latest alumni soccer updates?
Email: Wendy (Brasefield) Wargo (2002) at Wendy.L.Wargo@gmail.com
1st Row: Katie Stonkus (’15), Rob Munch (’05), Doug Schneider (’95),
Kevin Quinones (’03), Kevin Wargo (’03), Wendy (Brasefield) Wargo (’02),
Micah Norcross (’14), Dan Piraino (past coach), Erin Rouault (’11), and
Tyler Yzaguirre (’11).
2nd Row: Jason Day (’02), Beau Herndon (’08), Chris Vincent, Randy Eveland (’02),
Matt Keister (’02), John Stonkus (’10), Alyssa Stonkus (’11), and Conor Wright (’11).
Taking Picture: Coach Doug Haas
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Wilmington Christian School Alumni...
we’d like to reconnect with you!
Tell us what has happened since you left the hallways
of WCS. Career, marriage, children, your favorite WCS
memories...we’d love to hear about it. Contact us by private
message on Facebook, or email rfoster@wilmingtonchristian.org at
school or wendy.l.wargo@gmail.com, our WCS Alumni Coordinator.
We’d love to have your current mailing address and email address
too so that we may invite you to future Homecoming weekends,
alumni chapels, and more. Thanks!
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THANK YOU

There are many volunteers here at WCS. Truthfully without
them events, projects, and special tasks would not be accomplished.
Featured here are Only A Few of the many special
volunteers that help whenever they receive the call.
WE are so thankful for YOU!

VOLUNTEERS

Linnea Tideman is one of those volunteers. If you attended
the middle school performance and saw the barber shop quartet, those handsome vests were made by Linnea. Fabric look
familiar? Anything left over becomes her next project here at
school. Our beautiful new cafeteria
window treatments used up the
remainder of the
barbershop fabric.
Linnea also
helped plan and
decorate for
Grandparents
Day. Her hands
are always busy
here at WCS and
she finds no task
too hard. Window treatments for the
Business Office were all made by
Linnea as well. Whenever presented
with a request she never says no but,
“Let me think about how to do that.”
She steps up and steps in whenever given a task and all know she
will accomplish it with the greatest of ease and ability. We have
been fortunate over the years to have enjoyed her gifts and
talents.

Perri Volz helping with Seniors
Christmas with Alumni, helps with Prom,
Soccer/photos, and Teacher Appreciation.

Tara Walker
and Melonie Fetterman, Homecoming,
Capital Campaign.

Kim Casale (Library), Leanne Bier (Odyssey of the Mind,
substitute), Ester Casagrande (Auction Committee), Beth Hutts
(Grandparents Day), and Lisa Roach (Grandparents Day).

THE ARMORY
S H O P

If you would like to help with the store please contact, Suzanne Barba at Suzanne.Barba@gmail.com

The Armory, the
WCS school store,
has great new
merchandise
including magnetic car “decals,”
accessories for
Tervis Tumblers,
jewelry, and
more. Stop in
today and pick up
some items to
show your WCS
Warrior Spirit!
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Kevin Wargo ’03
Wendy (Brasefield) Wargo ’02

Alumni

Wilmington Christian School is certainly near and dear to our
hearts. We are thankful for the outstanding education we received
which greatly prepared us for college, graduate school and our
careers. More importantly, along with our families and our
churches, WCS helped us grow spiritually and develop a solid
Biblical worldview. We are grateful for these core early foundations that have shaped our lives and marriage.
I (Wendy – Class of 2002) had the great privilege of being a
graduate of WCS and then come back as a teacher. Teaching at
WCS was an incredible experience and now I am happy to be a
stay at home mom to our little boy. Currently, I am connected with
WCS by being the Alumni Coordinator. I love staying in touch
with the alumni, faculty, and the teachers. If you would like to
reconnect and stay connected with WCS and alumni, please email
me your contact information at Wendy.L.Wargo@gmail.com - I
would love to hear from you! Our next Alumni Soccer event is
April 25, 2015 at 1pm at WCS – hope to see you there!
Kevin (Class of 2003) has been working in the world of
aviation since 2011. He recently made the Top 40 under 40 in
Aviation list that was published in “Aviation Weekly” magazine
(pictured below). Being in the aviation field gives us the
opportunity to travel quite a bit as a family which has been a lot of
fun and create some great memories.
We are thankful for what God is doing and remember
Ephesians 3:20 – that God’s plans are beyond what we could have
ever hoped or imagined.

To connect with more
WCS alumni,
visit wcsalumni.net!
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Save
THE DATE
Senior Exams - May 18th - 20th
4th Grade State Fair - May 27th
Graduation - June 6th
Last Day of School - June 11th
Get Acquainted Night - August 27
6:00 - 8:00 pm, PreK3-12th
Freshmen Kick Off - 6:00 - 6:45 pm in Auditorium with Mr. Haas
Homecoming 2015 - October 2nd & 3rd

PATHFINDER is published bi-annually by
Wilmington Christian School
A special thanks to everyone who contributed
articles, photographs, and information!
If you have an article, photo, or WCS experience you
would like us to consider sharing through Pathfinder
please contact rfoster@wilmingtonchristian.org

