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Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
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acknowledge him, and he
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WCS Mission Statement
Wilmington Christian School provides a Christ-centered, challenging academic
program with instruction based on the Biblical view of God and the world.
WCS teaches, influences, and encourages each student to effectively integrate
Biblical truth into his/her daily life and to impact the culture for Christ.
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WCS Welcomes

MELONIE FETTERMAN
Wilmington Christian School welcomes Melonie
Fetterman to the position of Director for Advancement,
effective March 14th. In this role, Melonie’s key responsibilities will be to pursue funding strategies for the school
while supporting existing programs such as the Annual
Fund. Melonie also will serve as WCS’s liaison to both the
school community, as well as the larger tri-state community. As our new chief marketing person, Melonie will
manage communications and outreach as well, in concert
with our Enrollment Director and Communications Assistant.
Melonie joins us with a wealth of experience after
almost 20 years as an executive with Bank of America. She
has a passion for our school and for working with others.
“We are blessed and delighted to have her join our team,”
said Headmaster, Bill Stevens. “As a WCS parent, Melonie
fully supports the mission and direction of our school. Her
love for the Lord and her commitment to Christian education make her a great addition to our administrative team.”
An active volunteer in the community and here at
school, she is a coach for our Girls on the Run program

PARKING LOT

Dedication

and works with the WCS
chapter of Fellowship of
Christian Athletes. She also
works closely with the Boys and
Girls Club, serving as a mentor
and coordinating fundraising
efforts. Melonie and her husband Jay, a Bank of America
executive, are members of
Sycamore Hill Church in
Hockessin where Melonie
teaches Sunday school. They
are parents of a 5th grader,
Emma, 3rd grader, Grace, and
Matthew is in Kindergarten. The
Fetterman family resides in Landenberg, PA.
Melonie’s office is located in the Administrative Building behind the school. Stop in and welcome her to her new
role. Melonie can be reached by e-mail at
mfetterman@wilmingtonchristian.org

The WCS parking lot dedication took place on
November 25th after the All School Thanksgiving Chapel.
Students, faculty, staff, parents, alumni and guests gathered
outside on the seasonably warm morning for the dedication.
Headmaster, William Stevens, honored Mike Ingram, Director of Facilities for his devotion and commitment to the
project and thanked all who partnered with us to bring it
to completion. A prayer of thanksgiving concluded
the ceremony.
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JOINED US IN SEPTEMBER
Kate Davis is a familiar face from last year, and we are happy to have her in her
new role as the PK-3 teacher. Kate is a WCS alumna, and the mother of 4 WCS
students. She served last year as the PK-3 teacher's aide, and has now settled in to our
brand new PK-3 classroom. We are excited to have her teaching our youngest students!

Dawn Bell joins the Wilmington Christian high school English department
faculty, and will be teaching advanced placement English as well as other English
classes. She has many years of experience, having taught at two other Christian schools.
We are excited to have her join our team!

Becca Boothe is our new middle school Administrative Assistant. She comes to us
with a wealth of experience, having been an office manager in both the non-profit and
the medical realms. Becca is the mother of two WCS students and is very excited to
join the WCS team! In her spare time, she enjoys cooking, reading and gardening.

Greg Baughman is teaching middle and high school Bible. He has a BS from
Lancaster Bible College and his Masters of Divinity from Covenant Theological
Seminary. Greg and his family have moved to Delaware from Virginia. He and his wife
have three young children, one of whom will be in our Pre-K program.

Jacqueline Yearwood, is the new director for Wilmington Christian School’s
Extended Day program. Jacqueline has many years of experience working with
children, both in Germany and in the US, and has a contagious passion for sharing
Christ in their lives. This is her second year working with this program, and we are
excited to have her in this new role.

Sara Day is our new high school Spanish teacher. Sara was born in Chile, and is a
graduate of Evangel University. She and her husband, Daniel, are the co-pastors of
Skypointe Church in Wilmington. As well as teaching Spanish, Sara will be working
with our international student writing program.

Petula Perdikis, began playing the violin at the age of 10 and switched to viola
seven years later. She received her Bachelor’s in Music Performance from West Chester
University and her Master’s in Music Performance from the Eastman School of Music
in Rochester, NY. She has won playing positions with Delaware Symphony, Harrisburg
Symphony Orchestra, Hudson Valley Philharmonic, and Lancaster Symphony. Petula’s
private students range in age from 3 1/2 to 80 years old. When she’s not playing or
teaching music, Petula loves to travel, rollerblade, workout and spend the rest of her
free time with her daughter, Luciana Marie. At WCS, Petula will be responsible for the
instruction of our elementary, middle, and high school string orchestra students,
including the middle and high school string ensembles.

Alyssa Molin-Graves, will be our new PK-3 teacher’s aide. Alyssa is a 2005
graduate of WCS, and a graduate of UD. She’s taught at Ashland Nature Center for a
number of years, and has also worked in our Extended Day program. Alyssa brings her
love of science and nature into our PK-3 classroom.
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THANK YOU

VOLUNTEERS

We are so blessed by the talents of our parents, and their willingness
to give back to Wilmington Christian School.
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
Thank you
Roger Davis for
the beautiful
Christmas light
display.

Tony Casale
becomes MS Girls
Basketball coach at the
request of his daughter.

Kathleen Baffone
reading to 1st grade on
Valentine’s Day.

Lisa Roach and
Renae Thompson
helping with
concessions at
the play.

Leanne Bier and
Ester Casagrande
Odyssey of the
Mind Team

Parents of these brochure
Kingdom Kids are alumni
Jenna (Schwind) Vincent 02
Stephanie (Dorsch) Galbraith 99

New program

KINGDOM KIDS
For seven Mondays this winter, the halls of the
elementary school were buzzing with even more
activity, due to the interest in our new Kingdom
Kids program. Mothers of area preschool children
were invited to campus for a special “mommy and
me” time each Monday, which included singing and
story time in early childhood chapel, “Music and Movement” with
Pam Love, playground time, snacks (served picnic style), and a special
craft led by a WCS mom volunteer each week.
The response was strong, and this time together was great for the
moms to get to know each other, as well as for their children to feel
comfortable at Wilmington Christian School. Several of these families have already applied for enrollment for the 2016/17 school year.
We are looking forward to continuing this program again this fall.

Alumni and former WCS teachers,
Wendy Wargo and Becky Lawrence,
participate with their children at
Kingdom Kids
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2015 Field Hockey Season Memories

300th Win

COACH PAM LOVE

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

God has blessed me with so many great teams and
athletes throughout the years. I believe that the greatest blessing has been to watch young ladies grow in
their faith and become godly women over the years as
mothers, wives, and great friends. I’m doubly blessed
to have developed some great friendships with these
women and I’m looking forward to developing even
more in the future.
Pam Love
WCS Assistant Athletic Director

87ers Mascot
Caesar stops by

32 years at WCS
32 years coaching FH
State Champion 1999
State Runner Up 1998
Top 4 in the State 4 times
58 All State Players
2 All Eastern Players
1 High School All American
Conference Coach of the Year 3 times
NFHCA 300 Victory Club

“Pam Love not only is recognized as one of the
top Field Hockey coaches in the state of Delaware by
her peers but also is the best 3 Dimensional Coach
that I have had the pleasure of working with. She is
the type of caring, disciplined and knowledgeable
coach that anyone should want their daughters to play
for.”
Joe Thomson
WCS Athletic Director

Pre-season
A great beach trip - bonding time
Planning goals for the year - what devotionals we
will be doing throughout the season.
After September 18 we went undefeated for the
remainder of the regular season.
September 25 Turf Bowl win over conference
Conrad.
October 10 I received my 300th win
October 20 we win the Diamond State Conference Championship for the 4th year in a row!
October 28 we had a great Pink day game with
Wm Penn and raised over $1500 for two WCS
families battling cancer!
November 4 Great senior game over St. Mark’s
and we celebrated our 5 seniors.
November 14 We made it to the top 4 in the state!
November 18 Played in the semi-finals and even
though it was not a win, on the score board it was
probably the highlight of the season for me on the
bus ride to the game - fantastic time of worship
(singing, sharing and praying ) with the best
group of young ladies you could ask for
-so thankful to God for our great family of hockey
girls.
November 21 Our traditional team breakfast, I
love hosting this event!
Pam Love
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front row: Madi Johnson, Christina Bourantas,
Jenny Kurlej, Sarah McNeill, Jenna Johnson
back row: Coach Jenna Vincent, Sydney Baffone,
Anna Baffone, Coach Pam Love, Lydia Deaton,
Annika Roberts, Allie DeHart, Casey Avello,
Liz Brustman

Headmaster William Stevens, Joe Thomson, Pam Love, Doug Haas
Annika Roberts, Jenna Johnson, Sydney Baffone, Daniella Solis, Jenny Kurlej
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Wrestling

Back in November of 2015, as the autumn chill was
setting in, the WCS wrestlers began their pre-season
conditioning. With bricks in hand, they lapped the
school property countless times - strengthening both
their grip and their mental strength. The team was
returning from a successful 2014-2015 season having
had two wrestlers qualify for the state tournament in
Cape Henlopen. Hopes were high that the Warriors
would return to the state tournament in 2016, but would
that be the true measure of the season’s success?
For WCS wrestling, success is understanding that
our identity can only be securely built upon Jesus Christ.
Wins are great, and the goal of athletics, but they also
tempt us to build our identity in pride. Losses are painful
and tempt to doubt our ability and worth. The individual
nature of wrestling only magnifies these temptations;
however, only an identity that is built upon Jesus can save
a wrestler from the ups and downs of a season or for all

of us, the ups and
downs of life. If WCS
wrestling continues to
send wrestlers to the
state tournament it
will be a celebrated
accomplishment, but
if WCS wrestling can
teach young men to
build their identity in the security of Christ, that is the
truest measure of success. It is upon such a foundation
that WCS wrestling hopes to grow.
Trey Speers
Coach

EARLY COLLEGE SIGN-UPS

PROGRAM
DEVELOPMENT
Jenna Johnson
WCS has taught me how to work hard even
when the going gets tough and to look to
Christ in every aspect of my life. I definitely
will remember all of the great times with friends,
the hockey family and track team. Thank you to everyone who supported
me, love all of you.
Sydney Baffone
My time at WCS has challenged me to grow in my faith
and rely on God in all areas of my life. I know that this,
along with the relationships I have made here, will
continue to shape my future as I move on to college.
Jenny Kurlej
Being on the field hockey team has been my most
cherished memory from WCS. It has taught me the
importance and blessing it is to have a great circle
of close Christian girls. That is a life lesson from
WCS that I will take to college with me, to search out
genuine Christian community to grow together and keep each other
accountable.
Annika Roberts
From all of my experiences at WCS, I have learned how
to apply a Biblical worldview to every facet of my life. I
will be able to not only take the lessons I've learned to
Liberty but also some of my friendships I have made over
the years. Thank you for all the good times.
Daniella Solis
Wilmington Christian School has impacted me
in a way that I am sure no other school could
have. Through receiving constant teaching in a
Christ centered environment, I have learned many
ways to carry myself, and am confident that I am
equipped to defend my faith. I have an assurance that I am prepared to
face the "real world," no matter where I choose to attend college, as I am
rooted and built up through Him.

wcswarriorssports.com
sports schedules, results, rosters & photos
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5th GRADE
CELEBRATES
Mrs. Liu and Mrs. Spangler’s 5th grade
classes celebrated Chinese New Year at
WCS. Nate Liu’s (fifth grade) grandparents,
Ruth and C.S Liu, as well as his aunt, Nancy
Sher, hosted the event. They set up three
fun stations for the students to visit and
experience Chinese traditions and
activities. For instance, at the “dumplingmaking station,” Aunt Nancy demonstrated
how to make dumplings by rolling out the
dough and folding small amounts with pork
stuffing into dumplings, before boiling and

BOOK
FAIR

eating. Students were able to eat fresh,
homemade dumplings within the hour and
dress them with soy sauce, sesame oil, or
even hot oil for the daring. By the end of the
session, many had a whole new appreciation
for the love and time that goes into
dumpling-making. They also discovered that
it is customary for Chinese families to make
dumplings on Chinese New Year’s Eve. All
gathered around to lend a hand in making
large amounts of dumplings before ringing
in the new year.
In addition, at another station, students
could practice writing Chinese characters
with calligraphy brushes and black ink.
They sat at a table with practice sheets and
patiently tried to recreate the letters of this
ancient art form. Many worked hard and left

The WCS elementary school thanks you
for a “monstrously good”
book fair. Your generosity
and love for reading
allowed our students to
take home almost 400
new books and earned
our school over $4,000 in
new books for our school
and classroom libraries.
Thank you very much!

the station with a new-found respect for
Chinese calligraphy.
The last station the students attended
was monitored by “Yei-Yei,” who is Nate
Liu’s grandfather. At Yei-Yei’s station, he
patiently wrote each student’s name in
Chinese characters on mounted paper.
Students could take these home as a token
of their Chinese New Year fun as well as a
red envelope containing a chocolate coin.
Red envelopes are also traditionally given to
children in the family on Chinese New Year,
a custom that young boys and girls look forward to each year. In the years ahead, the
children in Mrs. Liu and Mrs. Spangler’s 5th
grade will hopefully look back on this
Chinese New Year with fond memories.

MATH DAY
WCS elementary celebrated our God’s wonderful
gift of math in January. Pre-K through fifth grade
estimated, measured, counted, created, and played
their way to a better appreciation of math. The
children graphed conversation hearts, created
symmetric mittens, designed a
geometric picture with pattern
pieces, and estimated the width
of the gym. Pennies were sorted
by their year and students tried
to pinch exactly ten corn kernels or ten tiny shells. Parent
volunteers helped and sent in
supplies to make the day run
smoothly. Discovering math in
new ways plus hands-on
activities
equals
students
who had a
great day
excited
about math.
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Announcing the first-ever

WCS FINE ARTS FESTIVAL
The first-ever Fine Arts Festival, is scheduled for
Saturday, May 21, 2016 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., rain or
shine. The event will be held on campus. Admission will
be free for this family-friendly event.
The festival will feature fare ranging from Mexican
foods to gourmet sandwiches to cool desserts. Wilmington-based vendors Mojo Loco, The Plum Pit, and CajunSno are booked to serve guests throughout the festival.
“This is going to be amazing, and our students are so
excited about hosting the public and showing the community just how many wonderful artists and musicians attend
school here,” said Barbara Schiller, Fine Arts Director. “We
have a beautiful new parking lot to accommodate our food
trucks, and abundant space for artists and vendors to
showcase their work. We look forward to the completion
of a brand new Fine Arts lobby in time for the festival, and
we have more than 300 young instrumentalists, singers,
and visual artists from elementary through high school
who cannot wait to kick off the festival.”
In addition to the student performing groups, the
Diamond State Concert Band also has been booked to
entertain at the festival. Jerry Polman, Wilmington
Christian’s Upper School Choral Director, said his
ensembles are preparing modern and familiar repertoire for
the event. “We’ll be singing a wide variety of popular hits
from the 20th century through today. My singers are
enjoying a fresh take on these enduring tunes. From
familiar Disney favorites, to
up-tempo pop, to timeless
ballads and love songs, there
will be something for
everyone to enjoy.”
The school’s Visual Arts
students will display twodimensional and threedimensional work in multi-

ple media, ranging from paintings, to wearable art, to
sculpture in a variety of forms. “Our families and friends
are astounded when they come to school for holiday and
spring events and see the work their children produce – we
are eager to share it with the public in the festival,” said
Gabrielle Bradley, exhibitor liaison for the festival and
high school visual art teacher at Wilmington Christian.
Performances include selections by
elementary choir and instrumental
ensembles, a middle and high
school orchestra, two upper
school choruses, a barbershop
quartet, and the Jubilee
Singers. Wilmington
Christian School’s fine arts
students are regularly invited
to participate in Delaware’s
All-State Chorus and Instrumental ensembles, and the
school is home to 2011 and
Saturday, May 21, 2016 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
2012 Poetry Out Loud State
Champions. Wilmington
Christian students have been
selected for The Governor’s
School for Excellence in the
Arts, scholastic art awards, and
local and national art contests.

Plenty of space
available for
more arts and
crafts vendors.
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StudentSHOWCASE
Congratulations, Francesca Fioravanti,
for having been selected to attend The
Governor’s School for Excellence in the
Arts this summer!
Francesca spent a
week at the University
of Delaware working
with professionals in
theatre. The week then
culminated with a special performance by the
participants. Francesca
is one of only eight students in Delaware who
were chosen for this prestigious program.

Congratulations to Nathan
Albrecht for his
service project.
Nathan completely renovated
the exterior sign
of the Brandywine Bible
Chapel. This involved
striping and re-painting
the pole, replacing the
light fixtures, replacing the
sign board, staining the
frame and planting a
flower bed at the base of
the sign.

Rebecca Soistmann has also been
accepted into the
Governor’s School for
Excellence in Academics. This program,
similar to the theater
program, is a week of
learning and exploration
of science and other
academic studies. This
program is an
opportunity for
students to explore fields of interest and
expand their academic horizons.
Jillian Kater wins the WCS Scripps
Spelling Bee. Her winning word was
auriferous. She competed in the State
Championship in
March.
Braeden
Cochran and
Jaclynn Johnson
were the runners-up.
20 students from
4th - 8th grade
competed at WCS.
Poetry Out Loud school winners:
Samantha Drummond, Andrew Dingwall.

Congratulations to the eight WCS students who won
Scholastic writing awards this year! Rebecca Soistmann
received a Gold Key for her article “Refugee Crisis Spreads
Like Wildfire”. Simon Lee received a Silver Key for his article
“Titanic Experience on South Korean Ferry”. Six students
received Honorable Mentions; Liz Brustman for “Legalization
Battle Over Alcohol and Marijuana”, Cara Gannon for
“Politics Meets Fiction: Trump Versus Gatsby’s Buchanan”,
Jeff Grantham for “NCAA Football Catching Heat for
Acting as the NFL”, Olivia Ingman for “Endless Shooting in
Education”, Thomas Moran for “War Through the Eyes of a
Boy”, and Sara Tideman who received two Honorable Mentions
for writing pieces in the Humor, and Flash Fiction categories.
The awards ceremony was held in Dover in February.
Elliot Miller (left) and Daniel Lutz
(right) have been named Commended
Students in the 2016 National Merit
Scholarship Program. They placed among
the top five percent of more than 1.5
million students who entered the 2016
competition by taking the 2014 Preliminary SAT / National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test (PSAT / NMSQT).
Congratulations Elliot and Dan!

Front Row:
Liz Brustman,
Cara Gannon,
Jeff Grantham,
Olivia Ingman,
Back Row:
Thomas Moran,
Sara Tideman,
Simon Lee,
Rebecca Soistmann
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Congratulations to our All-State Chorus members. (from
left): Dana Sorey, Francesca Fioravanti, Margaret Botbyl,
Jaclynn Johnson, Isaac Barrick, Irene Botbyl, and
Andrew Dingwall
Riley Stephens
and Josh Boulet
battled their way
through many
rounds of the
National Geographic
Bee to reach the
championship round;
in a close final, Riley
was named the
champion.
Charlee Myers was in Disney World in December performing in the Disney Christmas parade. Winners of this honor
where chosen through auditions. She
danced with a group of other dancers
from all around the United States
down Main Street in Magic Kingdom,
as well as dancing with her performance group on the Beauty and the
Beast Stage in Hollywood
Studios.
Charlee’s dance company was
also asked to perform in the ABC
Philadelphia 2015 Thanksgiving Day
parade. This year her company presented Santa Clause in that
parade. For the past 4 years her company has also danced in the
opening and closing numbers of that parade.

Wilmington Christian
School students Jenna & Madi
Johnson ran in the Rudolph Run
5k in Havre de Grace, MD to
raise money for The PostTraumatic Stress Disorder
Foundation. Jenna placed first in
the group of 14-19 year olds,
winning a gold medal, and Madi
placed 3rd, winning a bronze
medal. Over 500 runners participated. The sisters ran this race in
honor of their uncle, who suffers from PTSD after serving our
country for two tours in Afghanistan.
Junior Katy Bauer represented
Wilmington Christian School at
the Congress of Future Medical
Leaders in Boston, MA this past
summer. Principal Doug Haas
awarded her with an Award of
Excellence, certifying her successful completion of the program
and commending her for her
outstanding academic performance, leadership potential, and
dedication to the profession of
medicine. Congratulations, Katy!

WCS Odyssey of the Mind Team B placed 4th in the
ODM State Final!
116 team memberships competed.
Our team presented Problem 3, “Aesop, Gone Viral”.

Congratulations WCS Art Warriors
Nanxi Jin
Honorable Mention Ceramics and Painting
Silver Key - Art portfolio
Silver key - Ceramics
Gold Key - Sculpture
Gold Key - Drawing

Molly McGrail
Honorable MentionMixed Media
Wystan Wang
Honorable MentionDrawing and Photography
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SCIENCE
OLYMPIAD

Seniors attend

PASSION
CONFERENCE
In January, 16 seniors from Wilmington Christian School attended the Passion Conference in
Atlanta, Georgia. The conference is geared towards
18-25 year olds with the goal of stirring up a generation for Christ. We worshiped alongside 50,000
other believers in three different locations in the United States. Matt Redman, Chris
Tomlin, Rend Collective, and Kristian Stanfill led us in worship. Students heard
from gifted speakers like Ravi Zacharias and John Piper. The goal was to give our
students a focused opportunity to grow closer to God.

GIRLS OF IMPACT
Girls of Impact started of the school year with a “Mexican Fiesta” dinner at
Momma K (Debbie Keever’s) home as a welcome back to school and Bible study.
The year has focused on “Rebuilding our Foundations” of what we believe to be
true about ourselves. Unfortunately so many of us in our adult years struggle with
understanding our true worth as a woman of God because we have bought in to
what our culture has claimed is the source of our worth (appearance, performance,
gaining the approval of others, etc). The focus this year has been to identify faulty
foundations of our self-worth and to establish our value in believing who the Lord
says we are. Girls of Impact Bible study meets every Tuesday during lunch. Leader,
Momma K, is a credentialed pastor at Trinity Community Church in Hockessin.
She is also the proud WCS alumni mom of Chip (2011) and Daniel Keever (2014).

THE TEAM
Seniors
Elliot Miller
Dan Lutz
Austin Kreer
Gina Kang
Samantha Drummond
Ben Blatchford
Juniors
Becky Soistmann
Kira Guo
Shane Lopes
Jordan Modzelewski

Sophomores
Anna Schumeyer
Christian Reilly
Melissa Wood
Marshall Smith
Greta Baker

Here are the students who placed in the top
ten out of 60 teams!!
The Wright Stuff (airplane)-longest time aloft
wins-3rd place (bronze medal)-Austin Kreer and
Ben Blatchford
Geologic Mapping-map reading and computer analysis-4th place-Becky Soistmann and
Kira Guo
Bridge Building-lightest bridge holding the
largest mass wins-6th place-Shane Lopes and
Jordan Modzelewski
Fossils-identification and how they form-6th
place-Greta Baker and Christian Reilly
Forensics-analysis of a mock crime scene-9th
place-Christian Reilly and Anna Schumeyer
Experimental Design-10th place given a set
of devices, set up and carry out an experiment
using the items they give the team-Austin Kreer,
Dan Lutz, and Elliot Miller
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MOCK TRIAL
The 2016 Delaware Mock Trial competition took place the last
weekend in February. This year’s WCS team, captained by seniors,
Elliot Miller and Gina Kang, prosecuted and defended a murder
case. The defendant was a police officer accused of seeking out a suspect and killing him in a rage. The defense argued that the murder
was actually drug-related and not connected to the defendant. The
defendant was played by senior, Elliot Miller (lawyer and witness),
with other key witnesses portrayed by senior, Gina Kang (witness),
juniors, Katy Bauer (lawyer and witness), and Becky Soistmann
(lawyer and witness), sophomores, Meggie Lengkeek (witness), and
freshman, Kamani Conteh (witness). Lawyers were senior, Elliot
Miller, juniors, Katy Bauer (lawyer and witness), and Becky

Soistmann, and sophomores, Andrew Dingwall (lawyer) and Emma
Lutz (lawyer). Other team members included senior, Cassie Otersen
(backup witness) and junior, Daniel Walsh (timekeeper). The team
was coached by Mrs. Tuttle and Ms. Scheflen and given expert legal
advice and coaching by attorney, Randolph Herndon.
WCS took 4th place in the Mock Trial competition. Sophomore,
Emma Lutz, received Best Attorney Gavel and Junior, Rebecca
Soistmann, was awarded 2 Best
Attorney Gavels, 1 Best Witness
Gavel, and an Overall Performance Gavel!

Teacher/Advisor Standing :
Karin Tuttle, student Katy
Bauer, Kamani Conteh,
Cassie Otersen, Andrew
Dingwall, Elliot Miller,
Gina Kang, Emma Lutz,
Rebecca Soistmann, Dan
Walsh, Meggie Lengkeek,
Coach, Janna Scheflen,
Attorney, Randolph Herndon

MATH LEAGUE END-OF-YEAR REPORT
Once again the WCS Math League teams have done our school proud!
The 10-12th grade teams faced an extremely competitive region this year.
Of the 5 schools in our region, 4 of them (including ourselves) had 3 teams
competing. Although none of our individual teams won the
region, as a school our teams had the most cumulative
points, evidence of the great consistency and depth of our
teams. Among individual scorers, Daniel Lutz tied for 2nd
in our region, which is remarkable considering he missed an
entire meet due to a soccer game! In fact, he got a perfect
score during one of the other meets, something no one else
in the region accomplished. Daniel will be invited to compete at the State meet in April.
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NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

the local forests spending a day helping to preserve native forest
species in April. We are also collecting gently-used shoes for local
charity Shoes2Share throughout the month of March. Please contact advisors Ms. Scheflen or Mr. Liu if the National Honor Society
can help you, your church or your organization. We love to hear
about more ways to serve our community!

To kick off the year, National Junior
Honor Society coordinated a peanut
butter collection drive for the Food
Bank of Delaware. Middle school
students donated a total of 49 jars of this
nutritious food.
Peanut butter is high in protein,
popular with adults and children, and
very expensive for low income families.
While one can or jar of most foods
provide a single meal, one jar of peanut
butter can nourish a hungry family for
many meals.

NATIONAL JUNIOR
HONOR SOCIETY

The WCS chapter of National Honor Society currently
numbers 44 of our best and brightest students. In the fall,
the students collectively performed nearly 300 hours of
service to the school and our community. The NHS worked
together to help out at Sunday Breakfast Mission and to
take some Christmas cheer in the form of cookies and carols to the Brookdale Assisted Living Facility on Lancaster
Pike. This is the first year that we have visited this location
and we had a great time. About 30 of our NHS members
participated, some even providing guitar accompaniment.
Most of the residents that were able to attend packed in to
hear the angel voices. Afterwards, we spent a little time
talking to the residents and sharing homemade cookies, also
prepared by NHS members. They were extremely appreciative and
had a great time. We are looking forward to going back again in the
future.
President Ben Blatchford, Vice President Connor Pitman,
Treasurer Elliot Miller, Secretary Gina Kang and Chaplain Brady
Esper will lead us as we induct new 2016 members in April. We
look forward to serving together at Urban Promise in May and in

GARMENT CONSTRUCTION
Tucked away in the corner of
the second floor middle school
hallway, the Garment Construction
class is a beehive of activity and
creativity. Now in its fourth year,
this high school class allows
students to gain practical skills in
using a sewing machine and learning proper
techniques in constructing both clothing
and non-clothing items. Students select
projects that suit their skill and interest
levels, and the class size is kept small in
order for students to receive individualized
attention. This class is open to the novice
who just wants to learn a few techniques all
the way up to the advanced student with an
interest in the fashion industry. Some of the
students’ work will be on display at the Fine
Arts Festival in May, so come check us out!

Senior Kate Carney
has crafted her own
unique prom gowns
for the past two years
by combining design
features of several
gowns into one
spectacular result.
Last year she also
made a coordinating
tie for her date from
some of the fabric of
her dress.
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SPANISH III
Spanish III classes enjoyed the treats from a project called “Taste of the Nations”.
Each student brought a homemade dish or drink
that is native to a Spanish-speaking country to be
shared with the class. Students were graded based on
the time they put into the project and the presentation
of the food itself.

SPANISH IV
Both Spanish IV classes were required to teach a 30-minute, interactive Spanish lesson to a 3rd grade
class this year.
One Spanish IV class chose a
“Zoo” theme and each spoke about a
different animal. Among these animals were cheetahs, elephants, bears,
parrots, monkeys and seals. Each student shared about the habitat,
color, foods, and sounds of the animal, teaching the 3rd graders how to
say different words in Spanish all throughout the presentation. This
class also chose to lead the kids in a game of Zoo Bingo, with stickers
for the prizes. They also handed out animal crackers during the class.
Overall they did an excellent job presenting and teaching Mrs. Hardcastle’s 3rd grade students.
The other Spanish IV class chose a more traditional approach,
opening up with prayer and then teaching the kids the alphabet,
colors, and body parts in Spanish. They also incorporated games into
their teaching, such as “Simón Dice” (Simon Says) and “Yo Espío”.
They ended their lesson with teaching the class the school’s theme
verse in Spanish, Proverbs 3:5 and letting them take turns
breaking open a donkey piñata. Overall
they did a wonderful job presenting and
teaching Mrs. Yerke’s 3rd grade students.
Each student was graded on how well
they memorized/prepared their material,
how creative they were, how seriously they
took the presentation itself, and how well
Spanish was used throughout the presentation. The purpose was for them to grow in
their abilities as leaders, and also to teach their Spanish knowledge to
others. This was a project test grade, and all students put a lot of effort
into it.

Spirit Week

This year’s high school Spirit Week took
place the week of January 25th and extended
into the next week due to our snow days. Fun
was had by all with grades competing against one another for class participation
scores in class color day, decade day, and character day. The competition amped up
with the bulletin board/door decorating competition and the poster competition. The
culmination was the class skit competition. The freshmen chose the “Presidential
Debates” as their theme. The sophomores chose “Star Wars”, the juniors “America’s
Next Top Student” and the seniors “Survivor”. There was a special awards assembly
which also included a slide show of the students throughout Spirit Week. The senior
class was the overall winner of spirit week taking first place in three of the four categories.
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SENIOR DIVISION

WILMINGTON CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

HISTORY DAY
Individual Built Exhibits
1st - “Black Death” by Joy Pennington
2nd -“DNA Testing” by Amy Powers
3rd - “Italian Immigration through Ellis Island”
by Olivia Tyler
Honorable Mention - “The Migration and History
of the Romani “Gypsies” by
Francesca Fioravanti (not pictured)

Group Built Exhibits
1st - “Silk Road” by Dino Cai,
Nick Zhang, Frankie Zhu
A tie for second:
2nd - “Harriet Tubman” by
Alexis Gallagher and Kaite Chambers
2nd - “Magellan” by Morgan Fowler
and Autumn Lockard
Honorable Mention - “Harry Harlow”
by Allie DeHart and Martin Reynoso

Research Papers
Honorable Mention - “Shah Pahlavi and the
Iranian Revolution” by Maddie Gamble

Group Website
2nd -“Jacques Cousteau” by
Julia Robinson and
Emily Spangler
Honorable Mention - “Alan
Turing” by Matt Sanderson,
Mike Sorowice, and
Ryan Williams
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JUNIOR DIVISION

Individual Built Exhibits
1st - “Lewis & Clark” by Nate Blau
A tie for second:
2nd - “Ernest Shackleton” by Faith Kim
2nd - “Hubble Space Telescope” by
Charis Negley
Honorable Mention - “The Battle of
Lexington and Concord” (artistic award)
by Riley Stephens
Honorable Mention - “The Doolittle Raids”
(artistic award) by Josh Boulet

Group Built Exhibits
2nd - “The Silk Road” by Ciera Fowler and
Madi Johnson

Individual Performance
1st - “Harriet Tubman” by Ivana Thompson

Research Papers
1st - “Frederick Douglass” by Santigie Conteh

Individual Website
1st - “Alexander the Great” by Rylee Santillo
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CLASS OF ’90

HOMECOMING

STORMS
CAMPUS
FOR

Seated: Nikki (Keznor)
Parkinson, Terri (Simmons)
Peffley, Shi (Lovett)
Stephens, Julie (Campbell)
Tokarski, Marsha (Cooper)
Welch, Russell Brown.
Standing: Kim (Marston)
Sorowice, Michele (Millar)
Savage, Alice (Finney)
Gold, Mike Peffley, Sara
(Witmeyer) Chick,
Christopher Greer, Todd
Metzger, Nathaniel Wade,
Mark Hopkins.

We were in first grade when the inaugural senior
class graduated. In seventh grade, we were the first class
to start at the “new” upper school campus. At graduation, we were National Merit Scholars, All-State athletes, accomplished musicians, and gifted artists. We
went off to college, to work, to serve our country, to follow our dreams, to find our way in the world. We became bankers and lawyers, real estate brokers and
information technology consultants, chefs and therapists, pastors and missionaries, elementary principals
and university professors, husbands and wives, mommies and daddies. Then, a quarter century later, we
came back. Well, at least some of us did.
When the class of ’90 started planning our 25-year
reunion for the 2015 Homecoming Weekend, no one
could predict how many we would even find. Word
spread through letters, phone calls, emails, and social
media, and soon the RSVPs started pouring in. But
then so did the rain. Unfortunately, the hurricane forecast canceled the Family Fun Day. But we didn't let
that stop our fun. Over the course of the weekend,
nearly two dozen alumni braved the weather and converged at a variety of local events. Many of us still live
within an hour's drive. Some had a little farther to
travel from places like Virginia, New England, the
Midwest, even Europe.
As the skies opened up on Friday, October 2,
Wilmington Christian School opened its doors to welcome us back. Some of us were on hand at chapel, nodding in agreement as Alumnus of the Year, Ralph Jarrell
(’86) exuded his gratitude for WCS. That evening, more
than 30 fellow classmates, family members, friends, and
former teachers gathered at The Well Coffeehouse. We
caught up with old friends and relived our glory days
through slides, yearbooks, memorabilia and stories, all
to a throwback soundtrack of new wave, synth pop, post
punk, hair metal, and arena rock. One of the baristas remarked, “you guys had the best music!” Not wanting the
evening to end, some continued the party at Skipjack,
owned by fellow class of ’90 alum Donny Merrill.
On Saturday, we were back on campus, representing
our generation in the alumni games and touring the

facilities. The last time some of us were around, the
elementary building was just a grassy knoll, and all that
existed beyond the gym wall was a ball field. It took us
awhile to regain our bearings. On the court, four of us
guys battled for bragging rights in a decades-old volleyball rivalry. In the stands, a half dozen ladies alternated
between cheering us on and chatting with each other.
Several of our children tagged along, making fast
friends with each other and enjoying some open gym
time as well.
As the swirling winds picked up and evening fell,
the upper room at Buckley’s Tavern began to fill, the
din growing with every fresh arrival. Name tags seemed
a mere formality, as everyone agreed we hadn't changed
a bit. If anything, we look a little bit better now. As the
meal progressed, conversations wandered through every
topic imaginable. We laughed about who we had once
been and admired who we had become. We shared
about the sorrows and joys of the journey life had taken
us on. We wondered what happened to the ones no one
has heard from, and we grieved the loss of the ones who
have passed on. Some of us covertly checked messages
from children attending a Homecoming of their own.
Some of us ordered that extra cup of coffee to steel ourselves for a long drive home. But for the second night in
a row, no one wanted to leave. We toasted to friendships strong enough to pick up right where we left off
25 years earlier. Well past midnight, we finally parted
ways. The rain had long since subsided.
It’s obvious to each of us that events don't create a
reunion. They may provide a venue, but it’s true friendship that matters. It's an uncommon bond compelling
Christopher Greer to book a flight from Stuttgart just
to make it home for the reunion. It’s a love deeper than
sentimentality pushing Julie (Campbell) Tokarski to
attend just a week after major surgery. It’s more than
simple esprit de corps pulling us from six different
states, from various walks of life, and from everyday
routines to celebrate this milestone together. We’ve
learned, in more ways than one, that a lifetime's not too
long to live as friends.
Russell Brown ’90
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Alumnus of the Year

Alumni Praise Band
Lauren Muller ’08

Homecoming 2015 had
many events canceled due to
weather, but the alumni chapel
started just as planned. In attendance were a few members from
the class of 1990 who were
celebrating their 25th class
reunion and several others who
came to be part of the alumni
praise band.
This year, the Alumnus of
the Year award was given to a
faculty member who walks the
halls of WCS daily. In fact,
many did not know that he
graduated from WCS until the
award was given. His name is
etched on a plaque as being
Salutatorian of his class in 1986.

LeRhone Walker ’04

Alyssa Kelley ’15

Jamie Potecha ’06-Leader of the alumni
praise band, wife Ashley (Minsker) ’06
with daughter Anya Naomi Potecha

Brittany Mazzulo ’05,
Adam Cooke ’05,
Mrs. Straley
Christin (Haas) Yokiel ’08,
Samantha Foster ’13

Alumni Games
Alumni Games

During his time as a teacher
at WCS, he has been a coach,
advisor to the senior class, and a
tutor to many students, as well.
The entire audience was moved
when Ralph Jarrell was awarded
Alumnus of the Year 2015.
Ralph and his wife Danica have
3 children who all attend WCS.
After he received his award, he
called each of his young children to come up to recite the
school year verse.
Listening and seeing this,
especially his youngest daughter
in PreK3, was testimony to his
family’s commitment to Christ.
Ralph reminded everyone that
this is a special place. He
thanked his parents for the
sacrifice they made for him to
attend WCS, and he was genuinely moved by the honor.
Congratulations Ralph!

Back row: Andy Smith ’11, Beau Herndon ’08
Middle row: Nathaniel Wade ’90, Kevin Wargo ’03, Russell Brown ’90, Doug Haas, Andrew Berg
(not a WCS grad), Derek Needham ’15, Gregory Driscoll ’15, Alex Fowler ’15
Front row: Mark Hopkins ’90, Samantha Foster ’12, Christin (Haas) Yokiel ’08
Kneeling on floor: Chase Wilkinson ’15
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
International Students have been busy
working hard this winter and had special
school and social events. Host families and
students enjoyed an evening of fellowship at
Longwood Gardens during mid December.
The beautiful Christmas lights got everyone in
the Christmas spirit. Our ISP also provided a
special Christmas lunch
prior to Christmas break.
In January students participated in a Launch trampoline
park event. Students enjoyed jumping on the various
trampolines and had a delicious pizza lunch in the party
room after the event. During February we focused on the
celebration of the Chinese and Lunar New Year. On Feb.
8th, Chinese New Year, Mrs. Galbraith, Ms. Ruan, and
Tina and Grace (ISP students) sold traditional eggrolls
and dumplings to show awareness on campus about this
special holiday. Ms. Ruan also made some beautiful
origami baskets that were filled with candy. We had a
raffle during HS lunch and MS students had Chinse New year trivia.
Winners won the beautifully designed baskets. Traditional Chinese fans and
fancy chopsticks were also sold at lunch. The students enjoyed the creative
designs and found them interesting. International students enjoyed a special
catered Chinese New Year lunch too. During February, host families and
students got the opportunity to ice skate as a group at UD Fred Rust Ice
Arena. There are more fun social plans for the rest of the year too.

International Students, Dino Cai and Xenia Pan performed a
special duet during our Instrumental Christmas Concert. Families
and students were inspired by their remarkable talents! We are
blessed to have such amazing musicians here at WCS. Sophomore,
Xenia Pan, who has won the title of No. 1 Student Pianist in China,
and took 4th place in all of Asia, is an accomplished player dedicated
to rigorous preparation. She also serves as the regular accompanist for
the High School Concert Choir as well as other musical groups at
WCS. Junior, Dino Cai, has been a part of the department since his
freshman year at WCS and has been a faithful member of the High
School Strings Ensemble and Concert Band. He has played in the
Pit Orchestra for each of the school's winter musicals. Dino also is a
self-taught guitarist who shares his talents with the Worship Team.
He has been a past member of the Delaware Music Educators AllState Orchestra and he studies privately on the cello with Professor
Lawrence Stomberg at the University of Delaware. In 2015, Dino
was Principal Cellist with Delaware Youth Symphony Orchestra.
Last summer, Dino was awarded a $1000 scholarship and attended
the Apple Hill Center for Chamber Music in New Hampshire.
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Alumni

CLASS REUNIONS

’94

Left to right: Hannah Phillips, Kathy (Sanderson) Schmidt, Karen (Hayes) Thompson, Kim
(Bonevetti) Garver, Bill Miller, Monica Perry, Dan Keznor, Sherri (Whelan) Donnell, Jill (Derby)
Watts, Amy (Bombeck) Pine, Dave McDonald, Scott McAllister and Nicole Goodsell.

Dave Pyne and
Ryan Donnell

’95

Tim Eden,
Jen Heitz and
Karen Osborn

Heidi (Van Gilst)
Campbell
and Rochelle Rose

RETURNING TO CAMPUS
Tori Dunbar ’10,
Maggie Karmeris ’11

Jack Wehmeyer ’15,
Peter Spangler ’15

Tori Dunbar ’10, Max Sanders ’13, Bobby Gooden ’14, Alex Fowler ’15, Tyler Smith ’11,
Micah Norcross ’14, Alexandria Barrick ’15, Katie Barton ’15

Alumni Brian Arban ’96
brought his wife Raquel and
daughter Priscilla to the WCS
production of Cinderella. Precious
Priscilla was thrilled to meet the
Prince of her dreams during
intermission.
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Max Sanders (’13)
in Documentary:
Urban Trinity:
The Story of
Catholic Philadelphia is the story
of the people, the
city, and the
church. It is a 75minute film that tells the history of
successive waves of immigrants whose
common bond was their Catholicism
and who came to the city seeking religious freedom, survival and a better life.
This photo of Matt Conrad (’11)
was taken this past summer as he was
involved in the renovation of the downstairs kitchen and teachers’ room. The
new space was
created for the
PreK3 classroom.
Matt is currently
finishing his last
semester at
Dowling College
to complete his
degree in aviation
and air traffic
control. Matt has been flying for 4
years now, and has obtained his commercial pilot and instrument rating. He is
currently living in Long Island, NY.

In Memoriam

Chip Keever
(’11) married
Natalie Pesetsky on
September 27,
2015. They honeymooned in Siesta
Key, Florida and
will reside in Pike
Creek. Chip is
owner of Prosper Creative Design and
Natalie works for Healthcore. The wedding party consisted of alumni Daniel
Keever (2014) brother of the groom,
Andrew Martin (2011) and Jon Cohen
(2009).
Kevin McGonigle (’07) married
Makenzie Albrand on September 26, 2015.
His bridal party consisted of Ryan
McGonigle as the best man and WCS
grads: Kevin Field ’07, Michael Weinacht
’07, Andrew Coen ’07, Christopher Tandy
’07, Benjamin Diehl ’07, Dustin Damiano
’07, Dane Foster ’07, Darren Church ’07,
and Thomas Stark ’07.
He and his lovely bride Makenzie
spent their honeymoon in Hawaii.
Makenzie is employed by Vanguard and
Kevin is a mechanical engineer employed
by Johnson Matthey.

Kevin Wargo (’03) is excited to join
the WCS board for the first time this
year. Kevin graduated from WCS in
2003 and went on to receive his Bachelor’s in Business Management from
Liberty University and his MBA from
Goldey-Beacom in 2009. He is married
to Wendy [Brasefield] Wargo ’02 and
they have a two-year old son, Matthew.
Kevin is the director of Dumont Group
- an aviation company based out of the
New Castle airport. Kevin has
continued to
stay involved
with WCS
throughout
the years and
enjoyed
coaching JV
and varsity
soccer for
two years.
Kevin is
looking forward to serving on the board
and to sending his son to WCS soon!

RYAN BRADFORD ’15

“As a teacher, if you're lucky, you get to challenge your students to think deeper. If you're truly blessed they
will challenge you right back.” This is a quote from Sandy Smith, former teacher of Ryan Bradford, Class of
2015. Ryan, known by many in the WCS family for his frequent performances with the Drama department
as well as on the Mock Trial team, passed away suddenly this past December. Ryan was well-known and
loved for his strong opinions, quirky sense of humor, and love of Starbucks. He was a captain of the Mock
Trial team, as well as a Best Witness gavel winner. He was heavily involved in WCS theatrical productions,
with several lead roles. He was an honor student and a member of National Honor Society. After graduation, he went on to attend Loyola Marymount University in California. The entire school was greatly
affected by this loss. Ryan will be remembered fondly and dearly missed by the WCS community.
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Alumni
Ben Kouba ’03

Ben Kouba is a 2003 alumnus of Wilmington Christian School.
He graduated with a B.A. in media and a Bible minor from
Cedarville University in 2008. Ben lives in the beautiful state of
Maine with his wife, Jada, and their three kids – Jaemin (5), Brea
(4), and Alden (2). They attend the Rock Church near Portland.
In 2009, Ben ventured into the world of business as the founder
of Leaf Nine (leaf9.com), a web design and marketing agency
focusing on Christian ministries and non-profits. He’s had the
privilege of working with Wilmington Christian School for the past
7 years, as well as many other Christian schools and churches on the
East coast.
“I want to make sure that, as much as possible, the gifts and
talents God’s given me are invested back into His kingdom,” Ben
notes, “I see business as an opportunity to build bridges to the world
that otherwise may not exist.”
Recently, Ben started a new business called ApaViata which
roughly translates as “Living Water” in Romanian. ApaViata

partners with World Help, a Christian organization that build clean
water wells in developing countries and shares the message of hope
in Jesus with those in hopeless situations.
“Thanks to the support of our customers, we’re on track to build
our first clean water well this Spring.” Ben notes, “In scripture, God
encourages us that ‘whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.’ Life is full of incredible opportunities for all of us to
grab hold of and use for
the glory of God.”
You can learn more
about ApaViata’s
mission partnership
with WorldHelp at
apaviata.com/mission
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PATHFINDER is published bi-annually by Wilmington Christian School
A special thanks to everyone who contributed articles, photographs, and information!

THE DATE

If you have an article, photo, or WCS experience you would like us to consider
sharing through Pathfinder please contact rfoster@wilmingtonchristian.org

1st Annual Outdoor Arts Festival - May 21, 11:00-4:00 pm
Senior Exams - May 23-25
4th Grade State Fair - June 1

UNIFORMS
FOR SALE

Graduation - June 4
Last Day of School - June 9
Get Acquainted Night - August 25th
6:00-8:00 pm, PreK3-12th
Freshmen Kick Off - August 25th, 6:00-6:45 in the
Auditorium with Mr. Haas
Homecoming 2016 - September 30 - October 1

Senior
McKenna Hansell
shows the senior
tee for 2016

2nd Chance Resale Uniforms has relocated to
the WCS campus! Purchase used uniforms at your
convenience.
The uniform store is now located on the
second floor of the Middle School, room 200 with
PreK3 - High School size uniforms available.
For information about hours of operation or
accepting used uniforms for store credit please contact
school parent, Lise Esper at 2ndChanceResale.com or
(302) 836-1914.
Cash, VISA, Mastercard & Discover accepted for
WCS uniform purchases.

that Wilmington Christian School can earn a
percentage of everything you spend online at
amazon.com? Please take a minute to register at
smile.amazon.com, and select Wilmington Christian
School. Then be sure that every time you shop at amazon, that you log into
smile.amazon.com (not just amazon.com) for your purchases to contribute to WCS.
Thank you!

