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WCS Mission Statement

Wilmington Christian School provides a Christ-centered, challenging academic 
program with instruction based on the Biblical view of God and the world. 

WCS teaches, influences, and encourages each student to effectively integrate 
Biblical truth into his/her daily life and to impact the culture for Christ.
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2016-2017 School Verse

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, 
“I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.” 

John 8:12 ESV
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Debbie McNiel and her family came
to Wilmington Christian School from
Plano, Texas, in 2002. Her two children,
Josh and Abbey both graduated from
WCS in 2006 and 2009. Debbie began
her WCS teaching as a TA in 2002, but
she became a classroom teacher in 2004
where she taught second grade for four
years. When the elementary music posi-
tion became available in 2008, Debbie
found her niche, teaching elementary
music, band, and choir until her retire-
ment this past spring.

Debbie says that she could not
have been given a more fulfilling
teaching opportunity than what she
had at WCS. She enjoyed every
minute of her time, even the prepa-
rations for the musicals! She has 
enjoyed helping create musical 
memories for the kids and leaving a 
spiritual imprint as well. 

We will miss Debbie McNiel. WCS
has been blessed and is very thankful for
her many years of service to our school.

With the number of year-end activi-
ties celebrating the culmination of the
end to another school year, many of you
may have seen the new Fine Arts Gallery.
We are blessed with amazing talent at our
school and now have an amazing space in
which to showcase it. When our students
return this school year, they’ll have some
brand new spaces waiting for them. Our
elementary children will come back to a
new playground that they’ll be able to
play on year round with even more space
to play. And for our middle and high

schools students? A newly renovated art
room they won’t recognize and the 
establishment of the Learning Commons.
The new space will support a variety of
learning needs and provide our students
with expanded opportunities to learn and
collaborate with each other in a space
they won’t want to leave. We’re excited to
share with you what we’re doing for our
students through God’s provision!

NEW?WHAT’S

Farewell to Mrs. McNiel
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If you, or anyone you know, are interested in hosting an international student, please contact Kelli 
Pitman (4th Grade Teacher & Host Family Coordinator) or Stephanie Galbraith (International Student
Program Coordinator) at kpitman@wilmingtonchristian.org or sgalbraith@wilmingtonchristian.org.

The international students and host families (around 65) gathered
Sunday afternoon on May 15th for a catered lunch and desserts at WCS.
Fifteen families and 25 students make up our WCS ISP family. Together
we celebrated the 2015-2016 school year. Family and student fellowship
was enjoyed by all. Our International student program pro-
vided special end of the year gifts for each student. Students
received various WCS Armory gear to enjoy. Families were
presented with beautiful flowers as a token of our apprecia-
tion for their love and care to these wonderful students.
Everyone enjoyed the slideshow of pictures of special times
and events from the year. This year our group honored 7 
seniors who will all stay in the US or Canada for college. 
We are proud of our students and thank the families, 
teachers, churches and WCS staff that support, care, and
provide guidance to these students.

Seven International Students Graduate 
Xiaoya Xu - 2 years (China) Undecided 
Chengyan “Kelly” Lu - 2 1/2 years (China) 
Concordia University (Canada)
Xianqi “Charlie” Cheng - 1 1/2 years (China) 
Temple University
Nanxi “Nancy” Jin - 3 years (China) 
Alfred University 
Binyu “Wystan” Wang - 2 years (China) 
Rochester Institution of Technology 
Seung Hoon “Simon” Lee - 3 years (South Korea) 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Keying “Anna” Cheng - 2 years (China) 
Temple University 
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Five students of WCS strings instructor, Petula
Perdikis, performed on June 11th with 750 violin students
at the School for Strings Graduation Gala Concert at
Carnegie Hall in New Your City. 

This event is held every five years and highlights the
achievement of students who have demonstrated in their
playing the ability to perform the rigorous Suzuki 
Standard of Performance. Selected by Ms. Perdikis to 
represent WCS were: Cyrena Akinyi, Nate Blau, 
Nina Azato, Amanda Malone and Tricia Nicoletti.

STRING STUDENTS
PERFORM AT
CARNEGIE HALL

THOSE
AMAZING
VOLUNTEERS!

WCS would like to thank our many volunteers who always step in and lend
a hand when it is needed. We appreciate your skills, talents, generosity and time.
Pictured are just a few of the many volunteers helping our students and faculty
at the close of the year. 

Renae Thompson,
Lynn Simpson 

Linda Eastburn, 

Doug Stewart
Leanne Bier

Kim Casale

Beth Hutts, 
Anthony Matthews,

Rene Solis

Steve Stephens

Greg and Rachel
Teal, Kate Davis,
Audrey Danner,
Michelle Matthews
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WCS Drama Department Brings

To The Stage

ROGERS AND
HAMMERSTEIN’S
CINDERELLA

WCS FLASH-MOB

WCS Drama Department Brings Rodgers
and Hammerstein’s Cinderella to the Stage.

Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 1957
musical version of Cinderella was
written originally for television,
starring Julie Andrews, with
music by Richard Rodgers and
book and lyrics by Oscar Ham-
merstein II. WCS produced this
version on stage last February
with Emily Spangler as Cin-
derella, portraying the young girl
who was forced into a life of

servitude by her not so nice stepmother (Sara
Tideman) and two zany, self-centered stepsis-
ters (Margaret Botbyl and Rachael Stanley).
And, as the story goes, with the help of 
Cinderella’s Fairy Godmother (Sabine Danner),
Cinderella was transformed into a beautiful
Princess who found her true love, all wrapped

up in Prince Charming (played by Christian
Reilly).

To make the production a special memory,
elementary students were invited to participate
in a special intermission event held each night

of the performance. Dressed as
Cinderella, Prince Charming,
Spiderman or whatever their
parents had in the closet, stu-
dents were invited to come up
on stage and personally meet
Prince Charming who, in turn,
handed them each a special in-
vitation to his upcoming ball.
Seeing and hearing the excite-

ment of those participating made the produc-
tion all the more fun for those in attendance.

So what’s next for the WCS stage? 
Coming in March 2017: The Sound Of Music.

The Jubilee singers treated their classmates to
an unexpected flash-mob performance at lunch
with of one of the pieces they would be singing
at the Fine Arts festival. They had great fun
sharing an a cappella rendition of the Beatles’
tune, “I Will.”
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FINE            
FESTIVAL
IN REVIEW

Our Fine Arts Department held its
f irst-ever Fine Arts Festival, on

Saturday, May 21st. 
Arts

Even though the day was dreary outside, our
students inside shined with the opportunity to
share their visual and musical talents. “The festi-
val was amazing, and our students were so excited
about showing the WCS community and others
just how many wonderful artists and musicians
attend school here,” said Barbara Schiller, Wilm-
ington Christian School’s Fine Arts Director.
More than 300 young instrumentalists, singers,
and visual artists from elementary through high
school participated in the one day event. 

Vocal and instrumental performances pro-
vided ample entertainment at a variety of venues
throughout the building. Performances included
selections by elementary choir and instrumental
ensembles, Upper School string ensembles, cho-
ruses, bands, a barbershop quartet, the Jubilee
Singers and Jazz Band. In addition to the student
performing groups, one of New Castle County’s
community musical ensembles, the Diamond
State Concert Band provided entertainment to
show students how they can continue to share
their talents beyond high school or college.

The school’s Visual Arts students displayed
two-dimensional and three-dimensional works in
multiple media, ranging from paintings, to wear-
able art, to sculpture in a variety of forms. Three
special areas were designated for “Kreative Kids”
and allowed  young and old alike to try their
hand at creating one of a kind art. “Have You
Lost Your Marbles?” gave participants a chance at

painting with marbles. “Lick It And
Stick It” introduced many to the 
craft of creating sculptures using corn-
starch packing peanuts. And “Tile On 
The Nile” was for those interested in discov-
ering how art can be created using ceramic
tiles, rubbing alcohol and colored markers.
In addition to the creative craft tables, nine-
teen articians, some coming from as far away
as Baltimore displayed their wares for the
event. Everything from handcrafted jewelry
to candles, wreaths, pet accessories, copper
water fountains and much more were smartly dis-
played around the elementary gym enticing con-
sumers to stop and shop. 

The festival also featured fare ranging from
Mexican foods to gourmet sandwiches to cool
desserts. Wilmington-based vendors Mojo Loco,
The Plum Pit, and Cajun-Sno were available on
site throughout the day to serve guests. 

It was a wonderful, fun filled day and there
was something for everyone to enjoy. So save the
date. Next year’s event, rain or shine, is scheduled
for Saturday, May 20th. You won’t want to miss
our next Fine Arts Festival!
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In May, the Board of Directors, of the DISC unanimously approved WCS to become an official member, fully
competing in all sports September 2017. “This is a great move for our school and a very prestigious conference to be
associated with going forward. This will be the first time in over 50 years a school has been invited to join the con-
ference. Invitations are rare”, states Joe Thomson, Director of Athletics.

The Delaware Independent School Conference (DISC) is a high school athletic conference, whose members are
private schools located primarily in Delaware. 

wcswarriorssports.com
Sports Schedules, Results, Rosters & Photos

THE DELAWARE INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL CONFERENCE

WCS Accepted Into

Kamani Conteh 
Division ll State Champion 

400m Dash
Track and Field

Kamani Conteh wins the title in the
400 meter dash during the New Castle
County Track and Field Championships
at Baynard Stadium in May. 

BASEBALL
WARRIORS! 

The WCS Baseball
Team made the State
Tournament for the
first time in school 

history! 

CONGRATULATIONS

WCS Runners
The girls 4 x 400 meter relay won the event at the AI DuPont

Relays in a school record time of 4:17.9! Smashing the school
record by about 9 seconds!  

Congratulations to Aliyah Navarro, Jenna Johnson, Kamani
Conteh and Hannah Eleutheriou in this historic feet! Way to go
Warriors!!! 

Elise Glauser
Elise had a great season

as the team’s best player for
the second year in a row.
However, this season was
even better than the last.
For the first time, 
she earned all-conference
and a trip to the state
tournament. 

At the tournament, Elise Glauser shot a 14 over par 86 at 
Rehoboth Beach CC in the final round of the DIAA Delaware
State high school golf tournament. The day before she shot an 18
over par 90 to make the cut by one stroke. Elise became the
fourth player in school history to make the cut at the state tour-
nament. Her 36 hole total of 176 is the lowest 2 day total by a
WCS golfer in the last 4 years by 11 strokes. 

Congratulations to Elise Glauser for the greatest states per-
formance by a WCS golfer in the last 4 years!
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The Wilmington Christian School FCA Chapter
experienced tremendous growth this past year. The

students, and often their parents, woke up extra early
on Wednesday mornings to arrive by 7:00 am for fellow-

ship, food and fun. The Fellowship of Christian athletes is
made up of competitors from all sports, elementary through high school
and led by FCA representative Tori Dunbar, Assistant Athletic Director,
Pam Love and several parent volunteers. Middle and high school stu-
dents take turns sharing a devotional and leading a group discussion.
This is a unique and special venue that brings our athletes together to
support and encourage one another in their faith and share their victo-
ries and challenges on and off the “field.” We are looking forward to
getting the huddle started again in the fall and continuing to expand
with more students.
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WCS had two winners in the Junior Division (8th grade) at
the Delaware State History Day competition. Ivana Thompson
won 2nd place for her individual drama of Harriet Tubman.
Santigie Conteh won 3rd place for his research paper on Slavery
in America. 

Individual Exhibit
WINNERS
1st - Jillian Kater - “Galileo”
2nd - Jaclynn Johnson - “Giovanni
Gabrieli”
3rd - Natalie Mathena - “Galileo”
Honorable Mention
Nicole Coviello - “Sir Walter Raleigh”

Mini History Day 

SMALL IN
SIZE, BUT
LARGE IN
SUCCESS

NATIONAL 
HISTORY    

DAY   in Delaware
H H H H H H H

Group Exhibit
WINNERS
1st - Ashley Singer and 
Katherine Walsh - “Dr. William
Harvey”
2nd - Mary Kate Rettig and Daniel
Rettig - “Martin Luther”
3rd (tie) - Elisabeth Sayler and 
Andrew Kelley - “Michelangelo”
Annabel Bauer and Summer 
Cummins - “Christopher Columbus”

Our seventh grade Mini History Day was held in
late May. Students complete a ten-week, highly struc-
tured series of lessons and activities to research a person
from the Renaissance and then to portray their life in a
small tabletop display that features background infor-
mation, a creative timeline, and major accomplish-
ments. A collaborative effort between Research Skills,
Social Studies and English, students learn how to use
primary and secondary sources of information, develop
good research questions, and properly cite their sources.
All the work is done in class. We are especially proud of
this year’s students and the outstanding job they have
done in researching and creating their projects, and we
think some of them even had fun along the way. An
impartial judge helped determine the most outstanding

projects, which received ribbons. Even bet-
ter, when students return as eighth graders,
they will have the confidence and skills
necessary to fulfill the requirements for
their National History Day research, as
well as future assignments in English, 
science and other areas of study.

Cheryl Schultz
Trey Speers
John Mason
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At Wilmington

Christian, coaches 

integrate God’s

Word into each 

lesson and 

encourage the girls

to support each

other in their faith

during practice 

and throughout the

school day. 

This spring, Wilmington Chris-
tian School offered the Girls on the
Run program for our 3rd through 5th
grade girls. During this program, girls
meet twice a week and are taught life
skills through dynamic, interactive 
lessons and running games. The cur-
riculum is taught by certified Girls on
the Run coaches and includes three
parts: understanding themselves, 
valuing relationships and teamwork,
and understanding how to connect to
shape the world.

Running is used to inspire and
motivate girls, encourage lifelong
health and fitness, and build confi-
dence through accomplishment. 
Important social, psychological, and
physical skills and abilities are devel-
oped and reinforced throughout the
program. At each season’s conclusion,
the girls and their running buddies
complete a 5k running event which

gives them a tangible sense
of achievement as well as a
framework for setting and
achieving life goals. The 
result—making the seem-
ingly impossible, possible,
and teaching girls that they
CAN. As part of the cur-
riculum, girls participate in a commu-
nity service event to reinforce the
importance of giving back as part of
the community. This year, the team
voted to put their creative talents to
work and made cards for local 
children’s hospitals. At Wilmington
Christian, coaches integrate God’s
Word into each lesson and encourage
the girls to support each other in their
faith during practice and throughout
the school day. We look forward to our
continued partnership with Girls on
the Run and offering it to our 
students.
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That’s a wrap! Another legendary State
Fair has come and gone! This year we were 

one shy of having half of the United States repre-
sented. We had Alaska, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio,

Florida, Texas and Alabama…just to name a few!
Some very interesting snacks could be found at the
Fair, including: Cow Tails and Crab Chips from
Maryland, Peach Pudding Cobbler from Tennessee,
Saratoga Chips from New York, Chicago Style 
Popcorn from Illinois, and Banana Pudding from
Alabama.  

If you were able to visit the different booths, you
would have learned some very interesting facts from
the fourth grade students. Washington is the only

state named after a president. Potato chips were in-
vented by accident in New York. Ohio is the birthplace for
eight of our presidents and twenty-three of our astronauts.
New Hampshire holds the world record of the number of
Jack-o-lanterns displayed at once. How many you ask? 30,581!

Some of the very creative fourth graders created some
things that we have never seen at a State Fair before. At the
Texas photo booth, you could have your picture taken with lots
of Texas props. If you visited the Virginia booth, you could
play a State Symbol Matching Game. The student in
charge of the Louisiana booth was even seen wearing a
Mardi Gras mask!

Overall, it was a fabulous day! There were plenty of
state specific foods to sample, raffles to enter and games to
play. Our fourth graders worked very hard for this Fair and

it showed at their booths. As 
always, it was one of their 
favorite days of the school year.  

STATE
FAIR

4th Grade
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Technology education offers
students in 6th grade the oppor-
tunity to learn 3D programming
in an exciting and creative way.
Using Sketchup software, stu-
dents are challenged in creating
accurate scale 3D-drawings
ranging from full size houses to
simple chairs. Students explore
engineering and construction
techniques and create models
that can be fully explored in a
3D environment.   

STUDENTS
LEARN 3D

6th Grade
NEW YORK CITY
FIELD TRIP

Have you ever waited in an emergency
room for hours? Been stuck in shore traffic?
At the DMV holding ticket #C309 and
they are serving #C258? If so we have
something in common, but a recent experi-
ence made these inconveniences seem minor
and truly only a small pause in my daily 
activities. For the very first time ever the
WCS sixth grade students took a trip dur-
ing early June to Ellis Island and Liberty 
Island (home of the Statue of Liberty).  

We boarded our coach bus rather early
and less than 2 ½ hours later we were on the
banks of the Hudson River in Liberty State
Park staring at lower Manhattan and within
sight of both of our destinations. After a
quick screening process we boarded our
ferry and sailed to Ellis Island. After taking
the self-guided audio tour where we traced
the footsteps millions of immigrants took in
their quest for liberty and freedom, we were
free to explore the very interesting land-
mark. After lunch we boarded another ferry
and sailed to Liberty Island. There we 
entered the Statue of Liberty where some of
us climbed over 200 steps to reach the base
of the statue called the pedestal. Going
down the steps was much easier. Inside the
pedestal we got to see many artifacts related
to the construction of the statue including
the original torch as well as the enormous
tools they used to shape the steel supports
and pound the copper sheets into form.  

While
the trip was
interesting
and the story
behind the island and the statue are rather
unique, another story had the greatest 
impact on all who attended. The following
day I began English class by recounting this
story to the sixth graders. An immigrant,
sorry I cannot remember his name, seeking
a better life sailed to the US fully intending
to earn enough money to bring his wife and
children over as soon as possible. Shortly
after he arrived, World War I erupted in
Europe and every port was shut down and
immigration to the US was drastically 
reduced. Ten years later, yes ten years, his
family finally immigrated and they were 
reunited. I cannot imagine the heartache
they endured over those ten years.  

After sharing this with the sixth graders
they began to share other heart wrenching
stories they saw and heard. Next thing I
knew the bell rang for second period. We
spent an entire hour sharing, listening, and
imagining the difficulties our predecessors
endured. I was truly impressed with their
ability to empathize with complete
strangers. Next time I find myself waiting, 
I hope I remember it’s only a minor delay
compared to so many brave immigrants.
This really was a wonderful field trip.  

Mark Karmeris
6th Grade Teacher
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On Saturday, June 4, 2016, sixty-seven
Wilmington Christian School graduates
walked across the stage and received their
diplomas. This number included one grad-
uate who was met with a standing ovation:
Eric Tsiarkezos. In February of 2015, Eric
was in a serious car accident that rendered
him in a coma and unable to graduate with

his 2015 class. With many prayers, he
recovered, and was able to take a slow
and steady walk across the platform.
During Eric’s walk, the WCS family
stood, clapped, and shed tears, as we
witnessed the class of 2016 verse
being unfolded: “It is the Lord who
goes before you. He will be with you;
He will not leave you. Do not fear or
be dismayed.” Deuteronomy 31:8 

The commencement program
began with a prelude of three songs
and one poetry recitation led by choir

director, Mr. Jerry Polman. The Lord, and
WCS students shined as the WCS family
listened to solos and duets by Chengyan
(Kelly) Liu, Soriya Greenplate, Isaac 
Barrick, Margaret Botbyl, Xingyu (Xenia)
Pan, and recitation by Samantha Drum-
mond.  

The nostalgic tune of “Pomp and Cir-
cumstance” played
and the white, and
red gowned sen-
iors entered the
Fine Arts Audito-
rium. Faithful
board president,

Mr. Mark Wagner, gave the welcome and
invocation. Soon after, senior Austin Har-
ris’ mom, Ms. Vanessa Lewis, read a scrip-
ture. Following the reading, headmaster
Mr. William (Bill) Stevens, Jr. stepped to
the podium to give the commencement
challenge. The short and sweet speech was
filled with much “dismay,” as this was the
word that was the focal point for
Deuteronomy 31:8. Mr. Stevens reminded
the class that life will be filled with much
dismay, but that they should not fear be-
cause the Lord is faithful, and will be with
them. 

Shortly after the challenge, the faculty
and staff were recognized for their years of
service: five years: Mrs. Terri Soistmann;
ten years: Mrs. Karin Tuttle, fifteen years:
Mrs. Dian Sutton; twenty years: Mrs. Lori
Molin, and thirty years: Mrs. Karen
Wadsworth. The faculty recognition ended
with history teacher and long time servant,
Ms. Sharon Duncan who received the
yearbook dedication award. It was pre-
sented by editors Caston (Cassie) Otersen
and Brady Esper.

The student awards were then pre-
sented by principal, Mr. Douglas (Doug)
Haas. Since many of the seniors graduated
with honors, this portion of the program
took the longest, but it was well worth it
because there were so many recognized.
Receiving the Headmaster’s Award were
Sydney Baffone and Connor Pitman.  

The Valedictorian, Daniel (Dan) Lutz
gave a brief and challenging speech where
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Wilmington Christian School
is the
That we have made in the

BEST INVESTMENT

LIVES OF OUR CHILDREN
Former WCS Parent of two graduates

“

”

81% OF THE CLASS
GRADUATED 

& WERE AWARDED OVER

500,000$
WITH HONORS

IN SCHOLARSHIPS

he spoke of his fondest memories at WCS.
He recanted the story of receiving a chess
piece from soccer coach Mr. Brett Lelko.
He was told by the coach that in soccer,
the players are like chess pieces, “each has
a unique part within the game.” Dan re-
minded the class that everyone has a
unique role to play in this world, and al-
though everyone is different, each person
has a purpose. Salutatorians Lydia Deaton
and Annika Roberts spoke separately on
their experiences at WCS. Lydia shared
that she went through several drafts be-
fore she could come up with what to
write. She finally showed her draft to her
mom, and her mom responded, “This is
trash.”  The audience laughed, and Lydia
went on with a heartfelt speech about her
memories at WCS. Quickly following was
Annika’s retelling of how she also strug-
gled to write a speech, but then she re-
membered a life lesson, “put salt on that
ketchup.” This catch phrase was Annika’s
way of telling the class to overcome fears,
and try new things in life. She reminded
them to not just sit around and wait for
something to happen, but look for oppor-
tunities to make something happen. 

Elliot Miller, Rachel Stanley, and
Connor Pitman gave the final student ad-

dresses. All of their short and
touching speeches were filled
with gratitude toward parents,
and teachers who helped
them get where they are now.
During Rachel’s speech, she
made a great point about her
generation. She said laziness
has become a part of the cul-
ture. That it has become “cool to not try.”
She continued by pointing out that 
students will often brag about how they
received an ‘A’ on an assignment without
even trying. She challenged the class to
not fall into this way of thinking, but to 
be proactive, and make an effort in 
all they do. 

A little before noon, the senior class of
2016 turned their tassels and became the
38th graduating class of Wilmington
Christian School. 

Celinda Conteh
HS English

Teacher
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Omeh-Simon Ewobor Jr.
Delaware State University

Cara Gannon
University of Delaware

Jennifer Kurlej
Liberty University

Jeffrey Grantham
University of Delaware

Seung Lee
Renssalear Polytechnic Institute

Soriya Greenplate
Geneva College

Chengyan Liu
Concordia University

Issa Clarke
Mont Clare Academy

KeYing Cheng
The University of Iowa

XianQi Cheng
Temple University

Brooke Cherry
University of Delaware

Brady Esper
Cedarville University

Joy Kim
University of Delaware

Austin Kreer
Embry Riddle Aeronautical

University

Katherine Carney
Delaware Technical & 
Community College

Grace Pennington
University of Delaware

Brendan Tomazine
Wilmington University

Mikaylah Perry
Lynn University

Eric Tsiarkezos

Connor Pitman
University of Delaware

Ashton Twitchell
Subaru of America

Mariana Otersen
Monmouth University

Jenna Start
University of Delaware

Hunter Parker
New York University

Simon Tague
Elizabethtown College

John Eleutheriou
Williamson College 

of the Trades

Gina Kang
George Washington University

Jeffry Byrd Jr.
Liberty University

Caston Otersen
University of New Haven

Rachel Stanley
Furman University

It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be 
with you; He will not leave you or forsake you. 

Do not fear or be dismayed.  Deuteronomy 31:8 (ESV)

C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 6
Hanna Alderman

University of Valley Forge

14
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McKenna Hansell
Roanoke College

Daniel Lutz
University of Pittsburgh

Honors College

Austin Harris
Marywood University

Mary McGrail
Marist College

Sophia Henderson
Carthage College

Elliot Miller
Rochester Institute 

of Technology

Olivia Ingman
Messiah College

Thomas Moran
University of Delaware

Nanxi Jin
Alfred University

Zachary Orendorf
West Chester University

Lydia Deaton
George Washington University

Christian Diamanty
Virginia Tech

Emma Donnelly
Cairn University

Samantha Drummond
Honors College at 
Rutgers University

Alexandra Coletta
University of Delaware

Andrew Bollinger
West Virginia University

Jenna Johnson
Towson University

Leslie Ortiz
Penn State Brandywine

Bowen Eastman
Rowan University

Margaret Botbyl
Cairn University

Amy Poe
College of Charleston

Andrew Volz
St. Louis University

Wayne Richardson, Jr.
LaSalle University

Paige Wagner
Taylor University

Annika Roberts
Liberty University

Christopher Walley
Undecided

Scott Simpson
Virginia Tech

Binyu Wang
Rochester Institute 

of Technology

Dakota Smith
Delaware Technical &
Community College

Ethan Willetts
Gap Year

Daniela Solis
Caldwell University

Xiaoya Xu
Undecided

Isaac Barrick
Lee University

Thomas Bauer III
University of Delaware

Benjamin Blatchford
Virginia Tech

Sydney Baffone
Liberty University
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VALEDICTORIAN
Daniel Lutz

16

So, as you go out into college or the workplace, remember that each and every one of you has a unique calling

with your specif ic talents that God has given you. Even if that calling is not quite clear yet, I believe 

God can make anything possible if He wills it.

It is truly an honor to be chosen as the
Valedictorian for the WCS Class of 2016—
but in no way can I take all the credit for
this great accomplishment. 

In the words of Isaac Newton, “If I have
seen further, it is by standing on the shoul-
ders of giants.” So I stand in front of you
today, proudly sharing this great occasion
with all those people who have lent me a
shoulder to stand on over the years. To all
those friends, family members, teachers, and
mentors, thank you for building up such a
sturdy foundation for me to stand on. 

I would like to briefly thank several
people specifically who have taught me and
influenced me over the years. First, a big
thank you to my parents. They have always
been there for me for everything, from
helping me with school work to training me
as a young man to coaching me in my faith.
I am so grateful to God for giving me these
two wonderful people in my life. 

Next, thank you to my coach and role
model over the last four years—Brett Lelko.
My first interaction with this school, after
enrolling at WCS, was with Coach Lelko at
a summer league soccer game, where he
kindly welcomed me to the team and to the
school. From that day forward, I was privi-
leged to be mentored by such an amazing
Christian role model throughout my entire
high school career. Brett, and his wonderful
wife Erin, not only developed my soccer
skills, but also developed my Christian
faith.

I would also like to give a special thank
you to Mr. Liu. Math being one of my fa-
vorite subjects, Mr. Liu helped me through-
out the past few years, even when we had to
figure out a distance learning option for my
senior year math class. He truly empowered
me to pursue something I love, farther that
I ever could on my own.

I’d also like to thank all of the other
teachers who have devoted their lives to me
and all the other graduating students over
these years. You truly have made a huge im-

pact on us and will
forever be part of our
life stories.

Over the past
four years, the teach-
ers who taught us,
the courses we com-
pleted, and the
knowledge we gained
have prepared us for
college and for facing the world outside of
this sheltered high school environment.
Our teachers have taught us more than just
the required curriculum—they have imbued
our lives with a rich Christian perspective.
We will boldly carry this Godly perspective
into all of our futures. Teachers, thank you
for letting us stand on your shoulders and
see farther into the future than we ever
could have on our own.

Lastly, I’d like to thank each and every
WCS student I have spent time with over
these past four years. We can have facilities
and teachers but without students, there is
no school. Each of you has played your spe-
cific role over these high school years and
now we come together to celebrate all of
our accomplishments.

Fellow classmates, as we go off to col-
lege or into the workplace, we all must re-
member the commands God gave us. God
placed us in charge of caring for this world.
It is our job to not only love our neighbors,
but to change this world for Christ. This
doesn’t have to happen by being a mission-
ary or by donating millions of dollars to
charities. No. Some people are called to the
mission field or called to donate large sums
of money but others, others have different
tasks to aid in changing the world. 

I’d like to relate this point to something
Coach Lelko told me at the beginning of
soccer season this past year. During our first
practice, he sat us down, and passed around
a bag and told us to each take one piece. In
the bag were chess pieces. “Soccer is like
chess,” he said. “Not everyone here can be

the striker for the team.
Not everyone is meant
to score goals. Not
everyone will be a cap-
tain. Not everyone will
be a goalie. Just like
chess, each player—each
piece—has a different
and important skill
set—different moves

they can make. Not everyone is the same,
and thus, they don’t all play the same role
on the team.” 

To the graduating class of 2016, this
chess analogy is not only a good analogy for
soccer, it’s a perfect parallel to our future
lives. Each of us are gifted in different ways.
Like Martin Luther King Jr. said in one of
his speeches, “If a man is called to be a
street sweeper, he should sweep streets even
as a Michelangelo painted, or Beethoven
composed music or Shakespeare wrote po-
etry. He should sweep streets so well that all
the hosts of heaven and earth will pause to
say, ‘Here lived a great street sweeper who
did his job well.’ ” So go out and use your
unique skill sets to the best of your ability,
whatever your job might be.

I believe we are called to be a light to
the world, to spend ourselves on behalf of
the hungry and help the oppressed, as Isa-
iah 58:10 tells us. So, as you go out into col-
lege or the workplace, remember that each
and every one of you has a unique calling
with your specific talents that God has
given you. Even if that calling is not quite
clear yet, I believe God can make anything
possible if He wills it. I encourage you to al-
ways keep both eyes open so that you never
miss an opportunity. 

To all the seniors, congratulations for
completing high school! And may God 
always be with you.
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SALUTATORIAN
Lydia Deaton

WCS has given us so

many experiences

that have equipped us

to contribute, learn,

lead, collaborate,

encourage – all 

actions that help us

branch out and make

the memories we will

always cherish. 

As I was preparing to write
this speech I was wracking my
brain for what I could possibly
talk about. I went through all the
clichés about listening to your
inner voice or staying true to
yourself until I finally found what
I thought was a winner. I wrote a
short draft and showed it to my
mom… who basically told me it
was complete trash. It sounds
harsh but she was definitely right
and I’ve always trusted her opin-
ion since she stopped me from
singing in my 6th grade talent
show, which I know saved me
years of embarrassment. So, with
nothing again, I decided to look
to the source of guidance that
we’ve all gone to when faced with
one of Ms. Duncan’s homework
packets or when we’ve saved that
term paper until the night before
its due: Google. Most of what I
found said that I needed to give
some sort of life advice but I
found a small problem with this-
I’m only 18 and I don’t feel quali-
fied to give any kind of life ad-
vice. So, when the Internet failed
me too I looked to where I’ve
found my best memories in high
school–my friends. One of them
very wisely told me that I was
thinking too big, that all I needed
to do was look at the little stuff-
the things about WCS that I
never thought I would miss. So
many random memories came
back as we were talking–I

thought about standing in the
hallway after school was over
and everyone else was long
gone, just talking with our
friends; I thought about the
crazy girls I get to call my sis-
ters on our field hockey team
that I’m going to miss so
much; I thought about all the
teachers that made my years at
WCS not only worthwhile but
also enjoyable, so thank you to
Mr. Liu, Mrs. Johnson, Ms. Dun-
can and all the others. And even
though those are more personal
memories I know there are defi-
nitely big memories that we will
all remember as a class. I’m sure
we all still laugh remembering
when Yianni got stuck in his
locker freshman year, or all our
disastrous spirit week skits until
we finally pulled it together for
our senior year, mostly thanks to
Charlie’s dance moves. 

As I was reminiscing, I real-
ized that all of these memories
come from being with friends,
and classmates and living in the
moment. So, I began to think
about how important it is to live
in the present. In a speech, envi-
ronmentalist Paul Hawken said,
“Ralph Waldo Emerson once
asked what we would do if the
stars only came out once every
thousand years. No one would
sleep that night, of course... We
would be ecstatic, delirious, made
rapturous by the glory of God.

Instead the stars come out every
night, and we watch television.”
So, don’t sit by and let the memo-
ries that you could be making
pass you by. I love a good Netflix
binge session as much as anyone
else, but the real memories are
made by enjoying the little mo-
ments and trying new things. We
will all be entering new situations
and environments as we move on,
that will probably make it very
enticing to just stay in our com-
fort zone. But this is our chance
to stretch ourselves, try new
things, meet new people and
grow. So, it’ll be my challenge to
say yes to more, to try things that
scare me. WCS has given us so
many experiences that have
equipped us to contribute, learn,
lead, collaborate, encourage – all
actions that help us branch out
and make the memories we will
always cherish. Take the experi-
ences and memories we’ve made
here as inspiration to make more
as you take these new steps in
this next milestone.
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As I thought about what I was going to
share with you today, I really had no clue
where to begin. Any possible idea that
popped into my head quickly vanished,
much like borrowed hair ties and packs of
gum. I could not decide whether or not to
begin with a famous quote, a typical cliche, a
joke, one of Mr. Liu’s analogies, or a pop
song lyric of some sort. My mind was blank,
completely void of any of the useful infor-
mation I soaked up from 12 plus years of
education. After weighing the pros and cons
of using Taylor Swift’s “shake it off ” advice,
I realized that I didn’t need a jazzy introduc-
tion of any kind. If I just got straight to the
point, you could totally zone out and not
miss any of the important things that may
or may not come out of my mouth within
the next five minutes. So after listening to
me rant for about 30ish seconds, I just want
to say one thing: put salt in your ketchup. 

Upon sharing a meal with me involving
the tomato and sugar mashup, one will often
point out the fact that I don’t salt my fries or
other ketchup needing food, but instead salt
my ketchup. First come the estranged looks,
the attempted denial, and then after failing
to let it go, the question comes. 

“Did you just put salt in your ketchup?” 
“Why, yes. Yes I did.”
And then what follows is a rationaliza-

tion that gets everybody wanting to drop
that fry, pick up that salt shaker, and make
that ketchup sparkle. As a kid, I learned that
it didn’t matter whether I put a pinch or a
pound of sodium chloride on my fries. By
the time I put them in my mouth, there was
only a hint of the salty taste in my mouth
but a pile of visible salt left on my plate. All
my attempts to satisfy my need for salt were
futile. I was getting so fed up with the lack
of spice in my foods that I finally put the
hammer down and salted that stinkin’
ketchup. Sparks flew, fireworks exploded,
and I had finally found the solution to my
years of consternation. And that’s just it. If
we think taking a million whacks at our
problems will simply make them vanish into

thin air, we are going
to end up vowing
never to eat a french
fry again for fear of
that awful unsalted
taste of potato. 

Over the course
of my eighteen years,
I have found this
principle to apply to
many more ketchup oriented fiascos. When
I was an itty bitty ninth grader, I often times
felt alone and utterly friend-less. I thought
time was the answer to my need for com-
pany. I waited and waited and waited. I
salted those french fries over and over again
but my taste buds never felt fully satisfied. I
wondered what I could do to fix this press-
ing issue that bothered me week in and
week out. And then it hit me like a ton of
feathers which has been proven to weigh the
exact same amount as a ton of bricks. I
needed to be the one to take the plunge. I
needed to branch out from the tree and call
up my gal pals. I needed to salt my ketchup
for pete’s sake. And the result was just as
eye-opening and mouth watering as my first
encounter with salty Heinz 57. I befriended
some of the raddest kids and now have the
bestest of compadres to call my amigos.

And this dumb-sounding principle has
worked for me again and again. Once I fi-
nally accepted the fact that the highway was
better than my way, I was able to solve that
impossible-seeming math problem. After
multiple failed attempts in the kitchen to
make the perfect soft and chewy chocolate
chip cookie, I finally achieved victory status
after admitting that I had not let the butter
soften enough. Simply changing the manner
in which I salted my foods changed the out-
come of many conundrums. 

In addition to the validity of this mantra
for the mundane and the routine, this idea
has also helped me overcome dry and stag-
nant patches in my walk with the Lord. As
the nostalgia hit me straight in the face, I
realized that there were many instances in

my eighteen years of
breathing where I could
easily be identified as a
lukewarm Christian,
dangerous waters to be
treading in. My daily get
up, read a verse, and go
was getting me nowhere.
I wondered why I wasn’t
making a difference, why

I wasn’t fulfilling the purpose for which I
had been set apart. And then once again I
realized that doing the same thing over and
over again wasn’t going to get me anywhere.
I had to take a different approach and start
anew. I tried different devotions, I journaled
in a notebook, and even started a reading
plan. And guess what, my relationship with
the Lord grew and blossomed. Changing
the way in which I approached the problem
was the key to repairing the leak. There are
bound to be a myriad of ups and downs and
ebbs and flows throughout our walk with
the Lord, but the ‘put salt in your ketchup’
approach is always there to pick us up when
we are feeling down. 

The other part of this wondrous analogy
is the idea that I was passionate about fixing
the problem. I adored salt, even licked it
straight off my hands. I wanted to mend
this catastrophe almost as bad as I want to
meet Leandra Medine, an uber rad blogger,
or wear mustard yellow bell bottoms in pub-
lic and not be shamed. You have to want to
find a solution to your problem. It isn’t just
going to show up one day and knock on
your front door until you groggily answer,
pajama pants and all. The solution is there,
you just have to win the game of hide-and-
seek. If you’re ready, go for it. Put that salt
on your ketchup and that peanut butter on
your toast.

Congratulations class of 2016, we did it! 

SALUTATORIAN
Annika Roberts

Did you just put salt in your ketchup? 

Why, yes. Yes I did.
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YEARBOOK DEDICATION
Microcosm
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This Academic school year the junior class officers (President Katy Bauer,
Vice President Aliyah Navaro, Treasure Tori Drumheller, and Secretary
Mackenzie Gallagher) planned the Junior-Senior prom which took place on
Friday, May 13, 2016. After voting, the officers presented themes to the sen-
ior class. The final theme chosen was the Great Gatsby and the Roaring 20s.
This year, the committee financed the budget to include a photo booth which
was a huge success. Group after group wore top hats, glasses, and colorful
boas as they posed for their pictures. Parents and students alike worked tire-
lessly coordinating vendors, painting signs, building displays, and scheduling
an itinerary for the night. The elaborate decorations brought the Mendenhall
back in time to the 1920s.

The most important aspect of 
Ms. Duncan’s life is her strong
Christian faith. Her love for 
her Savior, Jesus Christ, is 
evident in her humility and 
the compassionate love she 
demonstrates for others.

PR
O

M
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Sharon Duncan, is a well-loved and much
respected teacher who has left her mark on
many Wilmington Christian students over the
past 30+ years. As head of the WCS History
Department, Ms. Duncan has taught Ameri-
can History to hundreds of students whom she
refers to as “my children.” Her classes have an
interactive style and cover a lot of material. Her
history students could be always be sure that at
least one question on every test would ask
about the Christian perspective regarding a
particular event. She challenged the students to
think biblically while studying historical events
and always included stories about Christians
who positively impacted that time period being
studied. She doesn’t just look back at historical
events; she also looks forward and encourages
discussion about current political and cultural
trends in the world.

The most important aspect of Ms. Dun-
can’s life is her strong Christian faith. Her love
for her Savior, Jesus Christ, is evident in her
humility and the compassionate love she
demonstrates for others. She never hesitates to
help her students. Ms. Duncan will meet with
students during lunch to help with History

Day projects and in the evenings
with the Advance Placement stu-
dents to help prepare for the exam
in May. She leads by example and
has become a role model and men-
tor for many.  

Ms. Duncan is a servant to her
community as well as at school. In
an ongoing project with the Stu-
dent Senate, Ms. Duncan organizes
annual food drives at Thanksgiving
and Christmas and gets the entire
school involved. An ardent sup-
porter of the Pro Life Movement, she accom-
panies students to the annual March for Life
rally in Washington, D.C. every year. Ms. 
Duncan is very active in her church and 
involved in many activities with her congrega-
tion. She also works in the extended care pro-
gram in the mornings. She has been described
as a rare combination of Mother Theresa and
the Energizer Bunny.

The Senior Class of 2016 is proud to dedi-
cate the 2016 Microcosm to Ms. Sharon Dun-
can, educator, mentor, and Godly influence in
our lives.
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On Monday June 6th, the Pre-K 3 class enjoyed food and fellowship as they finished a fun filled year in school. This
year they learned their ABC’s and 123’s and visited Longwood Gardens, raised Ladybugs and butterflies and participated
in their first Field Day!  

During the celebration the children sang a few of their favorite songs which included, Jesus Loves Me, The Shape
Song and Peanut Butter and Jelly! Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Graves presented each child with a certificate and a bubble wand
to celebrate finishing a great year. It was a wonderful end to an awesome year!  

Mrs. Molin’s and Mrs. Steven’s Pre-K 4 wrapped-up a
fabulous year with a celebration in their Pre-K classroom.
Guests enjoyed a special program presented by the Pre-K
children.  Songs included: A Creation Song, Happy all the
Time, and Do Your Ears Hang Low? The Children also
shared the Good News of Jesus with special Bible Verses.
A special rendition of Baby Beluga by Raffi was accompa-

nied by special whale puppets dancing in the water. The
songs were followed by a special Pre-K slideshow high-
lighting the year. Each child was presented with a special
certificate and a bucket full of fun things to enjoy during
the summer. Following the program, everyone enjoyed a
delicious brunch and a time of visiting and reminiscing.
What a wonderful way to kick off summer vacation!

PreK4
CELEBRATION

PreK3
CELEBRATION
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Kindergarten
CELEBRATION
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Wednesday, June 8, 2016 was a day to celebrate if you
were a fifth grader at WCS! It was fifth grade graduation, a
special day in which to recognize students’ elementary ac-
complishments and to welcome them into the middle
school. The students arrived beautifully dressed and excited
for their day. The ceremony started with the students pro-
cessing to the stage and Mr. Stevens praying, offering thanks
to God for his work in each of their lives throughout their
elementary years. Then awards were announced for partici-
pation in various activities including art, music, technology,
Spanish, and physical fitness achievement. Several students
shared essays they wrote: Daniel Sayler inspired us with his
thoughts about being a Christian, and Jeremy Bier, Adriana
Fannin, and Gideon Hutts shared their essays highlighting
some special parts about being a student of WCS. Several
students were honored with the Presidential Academic

Achievement, and Aca-
demic Excellence awards.
A select praise team led the class in singing their chosen
song, I Will Follow. Finally, Pastor Jon Boulet, fifth grade
parent, prayed for the kids reminding us all seek after Jesus
and asking the Lord to be with the graduates as they go 
forward. One additional highlight of the occasion was when
Mrs. Gwen Campbell presented the Principal’s Award to a
student that consistently demonstrates Christian character
in addition to academic success. This award was given to
Tricia Nicoletti. It was a beautiful celebration! In conclusion,
families, friends, and 5th grade students congregated in the
lobby of the Fine Arts Center for refreshments and 
conversation hosted by the 4th grade parents and class. 
The whole event was a delightful culmination of the stu-
dents’ elementary grades. Congratulations to all!

Fifth Grade
CELEBRATION

As their proud parents looked on, the kindergarten class
marched into the Fine Arts Center on Tuesday, June 7, to
celebrate a wonderful year in school. Mrs. Campbell wel-
comed the children and their parents, and gave thanks for
what the Lord has done in the lives of these precious stu-
dents. Mr. Stevens opened the ceremony with a prayer for
our students and their families.

The children then shared with the parents what they
had learned throughout the months of kindergarten. The
children counted to 100 by 5’s and 10’s, sang some of their
favorite songs, and chanted the alphabet cheer. Parents were
delighted to hear the children sing the names of all 44 

Presidents of the United States, in order. 
The highlight of the program for many was to hear the

children recite Psalm 23 from memory. Learning Psalm 23
is a Wilmington Christian School kindergarten tradition
which provides the children with a concrete reminder of
God’s love and protection.

The students gave their teachers a final hug and received
a graduation medal and a certificate of completion of
kindergarten. Pastor Champ Thornton then closed the cere-
mony in for the Class of 2028. Parents, grandparents, teach-
ers, and children all shared in a festive and happy reception
to end the school year. 
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Eighth Grade
CELEBRATION

On Thursday, June 9, 2016,
the WCS 8th graders celebrated
the completion of their middle
school years. Katie Yasik shared
some of her early memories, en-
tertaining the audience as she 
remembered Pre-K with Mrs.
Foster and classmate Jeremiah
Glavin. Ben Snellgrove, new to
WCS this year, told the audience

how thankful that his classmates accepted him and
demonstrated God’s love to him.

Santigie Conteh, Jeremiah Glavin, Faith Kim, Charis
Negley, David Seeman, Destiney Steele, Riley Stephens,
and Ivana Thomson’s a capella rendition of Screen Door
on a Submarine “wowed” the audience of family and
friends. Riley Stephens received the Christian Character
Award, demonstrating the attributes of a maturing Chris-
tian as found in Colossians 3. 

A walk down memory lane is always a highlight of 8th
grade graduation as Mrs. Campbell highlights some of
the wonderful events that the students participated in
throughout their WCS experience.

Once certificates were given out and Jeremiah Glavin
closed in prayer, everyone headed outside for a picnic
lunch of fried chicken, watermelon, chips, and delicious
desserts.

Our prayers and warmest wishes go with our 8th
graders as they head off to high school!

WCS elementary 
students welcomed several
mystery guest readers to
their classrooms. To cele-

brate this day, dedicated to the pure enjoy-
ment of reading, our teachers and special
guests switched it up and read childhood 
favorites to other classes. Regaled with tales
from Munsch, Polacco and Seuss along with
many other beloved authors, students had the
opportunity to enjoy an hour of dedicated
read-alouds.     

5th graders honed their persuasion skills,
while learning some valuable lessons about
opinions and points of view from those pesky
crayons in “The Day the Crayons Quit” and
“The Day the Crayons Came Home” both
written by Drew Daywalt, and read by Ray

Clarke, grandfather of 5th grader Jeremy Bier.  
Mrs. Nawal Abou-Rahme shared stories

written by Peter Reynolds - “The Dot” and
“Ish” - both of which convey very strong 
messages about creativity, confidence, and
using art as a means to express one’s self.

During Library time, students played
“Musical Reading Chairs,” drew some elabo-
rate Purple Crayon drawings while listening
to stories about a little boy named “Harold”
and enjoyed reading mysteries during 
Flashlight Friday! 

The event included a healthy and refresh-
ing snack provided by Summer J. Artisan Ice
Pops, LLC. Thank you to Queon Jackson, 
father of PreKindergartener, Niikai Jackson,
for providing this delicious, frozen treat. 
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Senior Dan Lutz and Freshman Tina Xie
competed at the Delaware Secondary School
Math League Invitational Meet in April that
was held in Dover. They each received indi-
vidual awards for their accomplishments.
Tina got second place in the region for the
9th grade division, and Dan also got second
place in the region for the 10th - 12th grade
division.

Juniors Alex Sederquest, Shane
Lopes, and Daniel Walsh attended
the 2016 Congressional Delega-
tion Youth Conference in Dover,
Delaware. They attend seminars
with Senators Carper, Coons and
Representative Carney of
Delaware.

The Wilmington Christian School
Chapter of the National Honor Society in-
duction took place in the Fine Arts Audito-
rium. The ceremony was well attended with
family and friends, as NHS advisors, Ms.
Janna Scheflen and Mr. Rich Liu, led the
program. The current NHS members wel-
comed the newest group of 33 inductees to
the stage to receive words of encouragement,
a certificate, and a NHS pin.

Student
Wilmington Christian School was

honored at the Lead 360 Jefferson
Awards for
community
service
through our
school 
sponsored
Holiday
Food Drives.
The event
took place at
City Council
Chambers in
Wilmington.
WCS 8th
grader, 
Maddie Johnson, who has participated in
the food drives, accepted the award on
behalf of WCS, from Mayor Williams.
Miss Duncan and Mrs. Tuttle were also 
present for the ceremony.

Congratulations to Andrew 
Dingwall for his high score on the 

National German
Exam. Andrew re-
ceived the Univer-
sity of Delaware
award, as well as
the level 2 award
from the Delaware 
Saengerbund.

International students, Wynstan
Wang and Nick Zhang competed in
the Delaware Foundation for the 
Visual Arts 2017 Excellence in 
Drawing Calendar Competition. Their
drawings were chosen to be on display
at the annual Spring Art Show held at
the Hagley Soda House in April. Both
drawings will be included in the 2017
DFVA Excellence in Drawing 
calendar. 

WCS was presented the volunteer
service recognition award from 
Cokesbury Village. Director James
Walsh recognized WCS students for
their 410 volunteer hours and stated, 
“I feel confident about the future of our
country when I interact with the 
students of Wilmington Christian
School.”

Francesca Fioravanti, asking a
question of CSPAN's Brian Lamb, at
the Washington Journalism and Media
Conference in July. She was nominated
to attend this event by WCS journal-
ism teacher, Celinda Conteh.

WCS Pathfinder 8_16_Pathfinder spring 2014  8/12/16  8:27 AM  Page 25



24

Amy Schultz (’10), received her Master’s Degree in Speech-Lan-
guage pathology in May 2016 from Loyola University-Maryland. She
earned her undergraduate
degree at the University of
Maryland in 2014. Amy
lives and works in the metro
DC area, and her particular
interest is in helping veterans
with traumatic brain injuries
learn how to talk again. 

Shown in the photo with
Amy is her brother Dan,
class of 2008, writer for Cali-
fornia-based 2K video game
company's NBA Basketball series her mother Cheryl, Upper School
Librarian since 2003 and Garment Construction teacher and dad Dale,
WCS tutor and substitute teacher.

Last Spring, seven former students participated in an Alumni Panel sharing their life experiences with current students and 2016
WCS graduates since leaving WCS.

Alyssa Stonkus (’11), Derek Needham (’15), Elias Reed (’15), Amanda Nashed (’15), Peter Spangler (’15), John Gregory Driscoll
(’15), Victoria Dunbar (’10).

Senior Jenna Johnson (’16) received a $1000.00
scholarship from the MD/DC Credit Union Association
for an essay she wrote entitled “How to Establish Good
Credit When You are Young.” Jenna was one of over 500
entries in which the top ten winners received a scholar-
ship from the
Credit Union 
Association. Jenna
was presented with
a check from the
President and
CEO of Aberdeen
Proving Ground
Federal Credit
Union at the Edge-
wood, Maryland
Headquarters. Congratulations Jenna!!

Alumni

Principal Campbell with sons
Danny (’14) & Scott (’09)

Kelly Ewing (’11) &
Madeline Brooks (’11)

Rebecca Logan (’02) &
Amanda Logan Porter (’04)

Alyessa 
Wainright 
(’11) & Jamie
Chaffin (’11)

Corina Bourantis (’15) 
& Jamie Green (’15)

Principal 
Campbell & 
Taylor Lewicki (’12)

Bryanna
Walley (’15)

& Caitlyn
Weinert (’15)

RETURNING 
TO CAMPUS
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James Rath ’14

James Rath, was born legally blind with Ocular Albinism (a lack of
pigment in the skin, hair, and eyes) and Nystagmus (involuntary move-
ment in the eye causing a never ending vertigo). Living with a non-
correctable ocular disorder can make academics challenging in a sight-
oriented learning environment. James always used art and creative storytelling
as an outlet for self-expression. When James was 8 years old he discovered the
“camcorder” in the basement of his parents’ house. Soon realizing that he was
able to see things clearly from across the room with the zoom, manual focus,
and viewfinder found on the camera, James took an immediate interest in 
filmmaking. 

During his senior year James wrestled with the options of going to 
university or chasing a dream right away. Believing God had a plan for him, he
trusted that plan and after graduating without a finalized decision on higher
education, James took a spontaneous trip to Los Angeles, California for the
Summer of 2014. Independently traveling across country to meet up and live
with fellow young aspiring storytellers that he had only networked with online
through the means of YouTube, an online video platform where James 
frequently shares new films, video blogs, and educational videos about 
disabilities, accessibility, and mental health. 

James started a campaign advocating for YouTube to develop a feature that
would allow creators to record or upload audio descriptions to their content.
Audio descriptions are a way of making videos for the blind by adding an extra
audio track that narrates the key visual elements of a video to give context to
the dialogue, and sound effects. He has since heard back from YouTube that it’s
been passed to the right team but can’t publicly comment on its development.
In 2016, Rath released a short film titled “How Apple Saved My Life” about
the importance of accessibility in technology, and sharing his testimony for
using Apple Inc. products. Within 4 days the short documentary was shared by
a number of technology blogs, and found it’s way to the CEO of Apple, Tim
Cook, who shared it with his 2 million Twitter followers. Within minutes
James was contacted by Good Morning America, CNN, Huffington Post, etc. 

Following the success of that video, James spoke at a popular online video
convention called Playlist Live about diversity and disabilities. Then two
months later he spoke at the premiere online video conference in Anaheim,
California, VidCon, attended by 22,000 people, with fellow YouTubers with
disabilities. Most recently James developed a unique concept for a documentary
series that aims to portray people with disabilities in the media accurately.
After pitching it to Microsoft, they chose to fund the pilot episode that will be 
written, directed by, and starring James Rath. Shooting is planned to begin at
the end of this year. 

“Everyone has different degrees of abilities, and senses. Like any other 
ability we have, I believe vision is a privilege we’re either blessed with or we’re
not. You never know when your vision may disappear, whether of age, freak 
accident, or a disease. That’s why today I’m striving for accessibility as a content
creator. That’s why I describe my social media images in the captions. That’s
why I close caption all my videos on YouTube. That’s why I’ll guarantee that
every episode produced of my new TV formatted series will be audio described
no matter what platform it’s on, because accessibility shouldn’t be an 
afterthought. I wouldn’t want to be excluded from entertainment, why 
should anyone else?”

Alumni
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Update Alumni Contact Information
http://wilmingtonchristian.org/alumni/
contact-information-update/
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PATHFINDER is published bi-annually by Wilmington Christian School

A special thanks to everyone who contributed articles, photographs, and information!

If you have an article, photo, or WCS experience you would like us to consider 
sharing through Pathfinder please contact rfoster@wilmingtonchristian.org

Save
Get Acquainted Night - Thursday, August 25th, 
6:00-8:00 pm All School Families with Students 
PreK3-12th Grade, Come and Dine, Visit Classrooms,
Meet Your Teacher
Freshmen Kick Off - 6:00-8:00 pm, in Auditorium 
with Mr. Haas

First Day of School - August 29th
PreK3,4 & K - 8:15-9:15
1st-5th, 6th, 9th - half day dismissal
New Parent Coffee Elementary Library - 8:15-9:15 am

First Full day of school PreK3-12th - August 30th

No School - Labor Day - September 5th 

Evening Open House - 5:30-7:00 pm  
September 20, November 15, February 7

Elementary & Middle School Back-to-School Night 
September 8th - 7:00 pm  

Senior Parent Meeting - September 15th - 6:00 pm
High School Back-to-School Night - 7:00 pm

Homecoming - September 30th - October 1st

Fun Run - October 7th

THE DATE

that Wilmington Christian School can earn a percentage
of everything you spend online at amazon.com? Please
take a minute to register at smile.amazon.com, and select

Wilmington Christian School. Then be sure that every time you shop at
amazon, that you log into smile.amazon.com (not just amazon.com) for
your purchases to contribute to WCS.

National Junior Honor Society inducted ten new members from seventh
and eighth grades in May. Students pledged to uphold high standards of
scholarship, leadership, character, and service.

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY 

Visit us on facebook
https://www.facebook.com/wilmingtonchristian
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